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(Checlc One) 

0 District ~ Building 
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0 Object 
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0 In Process 

O Being Considered 
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STATUS 
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~ Unoccupied 
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0 Restricted 
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IKJ Fair 

(Chee.le One) 

0 Deterioroted 0 Ruins 

wA -1-oio 

0 ·Unexpoaed 0 Excellent 0 Good 
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(Chee.le One) CONDITION 
(Chee.le One) 

~ Altered(5Q% D Uncltered 0 Moved @ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT, ~o ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located south of Old Forge Road on a high bluff above 
the Antietam Creek in Washington County, Maryland. It faces south. 

The structure is a two-and-a-half story, three-bay dwelling, presumably 
of stone construction. A one-and-a-half story, two-bay extension is 
attached to the east gable ewall. The wing may be of log construction. 
Both sections are covered with white rough cast or stucco and composition 
siding. The house is constructed into a gentle slope causing thewest 
end wall to be three stories in heights. 

Window and door openings appear to be spaced evenly in the front ele-
v at ion of the main section. Windows ahve moderately wide wooden framing 
which hold nine-over-six light sashes at the main story level, six-over
six light sashes at the upper story and six-over-three pane sashes at the 
ground level. Small four-pane windows light the attic. The east section 
has few windows. They are relatively small in size with two-over-two 
pane Victorian period sashes held within wide frames. 

The main entrance is located in the east end bay of the south or front 
elevation of the stone section. The jambs are finished with decorative 
paneling which matches the eight-panel door. Several of the door panels 
have, however, been replaced with glass. A narrow transom completes the 
entrances. A second entrance is located in the east bay of the south 
elevation of the wing, where a massive wooden frame holds a four-panel door 
Other doors are located in the ground and upper stories of the stone sec
tion as well as in its rear elevation opposite the main entrance. 

Along the entire front elevation of the stone section is a double porch 
which is included under the main roof span. The porch is supported by 
chamfered posts with a diamond balustrade. It appears that the roof line 
of the front elevation of the wing has been altered to accommodate a d-ep 
overhanging porch. 

The roofs of both sections are covered with corrugated sheet metal. 
The roof terminates with plain barge boards set directly against the end 
walls. Chimneys are located inside the west gable end of the main section 
and inside the east gable end of the wing. The eaves are finished with 
palin boxing. 

The house is in fair condition and is located on a tract containing 
233.87 acres. West of this house are two stone dwellings (Wa-I-081 and 
WA-I-082) which along with this structure appear to have been workers' 
housing for the Antietam Forge and mill, located on the banks of the creek. 
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PERIOD (ChecJr One or /llore •• Approprfere) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

O 15rh Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (llAppllceP>le endKnown.) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (ChecJr One or /llore •• Approprlere) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 P .. historic O Engineering 

0 Historic ~ Industry 

0 Agricultu,. 0 Invention 

~ Architecture O landscape 

0 Att Architectu,. 

~ Commerce 0 Literoture 

O Communications O Mifitary 

O Conaervation O Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

~ 19th Century early 

O Political 

0 Religion/Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Tronsportation 

0 Urban Planning 

~ Other (Specify) 

Association with the 
Hughes family pro
minent in the early 
history of Washington 
Countv and Maryl and 

This house is significant for its architecture and for its association 
with the Antietam Forge and mill owned and operated by the Hughes family 
who were prominent in the history of Washington County and of Maryland. 

The house is a little altered example of the county's vernacular archi
tecture in stone. Constructed with a double porch along the entire front 
elevation, the house is representative of a major architectural group 
in the county with most examples dating from the second quarter of the 
19th century. It is also an example of a "half-Georgian" form dwelling 
with an end stair hall flanked on one side by rooms. Structures based 
on the Georgian form are a significant group in the county. 

Located at the base of the steep cliffs on which this house is 
situated is a low.Eve! area and a fording of the Antietam now spanned by 
a stone arch bridge (Wa-I-104). At the fording were located the Antietam 
forge and a grist mill. The forge was situated on the west bank of the 
Creek, south of the present Old Forge Road. According to historians, it 
was the last of several iron making operations established by Daniel and 
Samuel Hughes. The Hughes brothers were prominent in Washington County's 
and Maryland's early history, being ardent supporters of the American 
Revolution who produced cannon and annnunition for the American army. 
Barbabus Hughes, father of Daniel and Samuel Hughes, emigrated from Ire
land to Pennsylvania in 1750. His family later settled on the banks of 
the Antietam having acquired several thousand acres of land, much of 
which was included in the grant, "Surveyor's Last Shift." The grist 
mill was located north of Old Forge Road on the east bank of the Creek, 
west of Clopper Road. No physical evidence of the forge or mill were 
observed. For further information on the Hughes family operations and 
the forge site, see form WA-I-054. See form WA-I-082 for land records 
for this property. 

It is possible that this house was constructed as housing for workers 
at the forge or mill. Local historians say that the forge was:iot opera
ting later than the very early 19th century which would suggest that this 
house of a possible later date might have been connected with the mill. A 
JR.ill is designated on the Old Forge property in an 1859 map of Washington 
County. 
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