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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 
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COMMON: 

Antietam Forge Property, "Surveyor's Last Shift" 

z 
0 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

$TREET ANO NUMBER: 

south of Old Forge Road at Antietam Creek 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Ha erstown vicinity 
STATE 

Mar land 
J; ¢LA$$tFl¢ATt~ 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District Iii Building 

0 Site 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

!gl Private 

0 Both 0 Being Considered 

_,J,; PRESENT USE (Check One or More a• ApptGprfate) 

z 

lgj Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER'S NAME: 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Forrest G. Sharpe 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Route 5, Box 48 
&n Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
-;.-r-'J-••9C-Air:lU~ '4•4lt Pi'~~-Ptlotif 

COURTHOUSE, RECOISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washington County Court House 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

West Washin ton Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 

bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religiou• 

0 Federal 0 State 

STATE: 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 PreHrvotion work 
in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speclly) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 RHtricted 

0 UnrHtticted 

l&I No 

0 Comment• 

219 588 

0 County 0 Local 

PS - 709 



(Check One) 

0 Excellent 0 Good IK! Fair 0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) 

~ Altered)50% 0 Uncltered 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located south of Old Forge Road on a high bluff 
above the east bank of the Antietam Creek in Washington County. It 
faces south. 

The structure is a one-story, two-bay fieldstone dwelling constructed 
of roughly coursed local limestone. There is no decorative stonework 
associated with window and door openings. 

Windows are located in the north, east and south elevations of the 
house, and within the east gable. All original windows have been 
replaced with modern casements. 

The only entrance in the structure is in the west bay of the south 
elevation. The door framing is very plain but does not appear to be 
original. A shed roofed porch is present over the door. 

The steeply pitched roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal. 
The roof terminates with a plain barge board set directly against 
the end walls. The eaves are finished with plain boxing. A stone 
chimney with a corbel at its top extends from inside the west gable 
end. A modern concrete block exterior flue is located near the 
center of the south elevation. 

The house is in fair condition and is located on a tract containing 
233.87 acres. A large stone dwelling (WA-1-082) stands immediately 
south of this 8tructure while a stucco covered house (Wa-1-080) is 
located just to the east. Apparently all of the dwellings were asso
ciated with the forge and mill on the banks of the Antietam below the 
houses. 
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PERIOD (Checlc One or More ea Appropriate) 

D Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 

D 1 Sth Century D 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE{SI (llAppllc•ble •ndKnMPn) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlc One or llore •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol D Education D 
D Prehistoric 0 Engineering D 

··.' 
~ 18th Century late D 20th Century 

~ 19th Century early 

Political D Urban Planning 

Religion/Phi- D Other (Specify) 

: ... ·. 

D Historic ~ Industry losophy Association with the 
D Agriculture 0 Invention D Science Hughes famil~ 2 pro-
~ Architecture D Landscape D Sculpture minent in 18th centur-
D Att Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

liJ Commerce D Literature itarian 

0 Conununications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation D Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant for its association with 
and mill owned and operated by the Hughes family who 
in the history of Washington County and of Maryland. 
altered is also worthy of note for its architecture. 

Washington County 
Mar:y:lgng 

the Antietam Forge 
were prominent 

an~ 

The house, although 

Located at the base of the steep cliffs on which this house is situated 
is a low level area and a fording of the Antietam now spanned by a 
stone arched bridge (WA-I-104). At the fording were located the Antietam 
Forge and a grist mill. The forge was situated on the west bank of the 
creek, south of the present Old Forge Road. According to historians 
it was the last of several iron making operations established by Daniel 
and Samuel Hughes. The Hughes brothers were prominent in Washington 
County's and Maryland's early history, being ardent supporters of the 
American Revolution who produced cannon and ammunition for the 
American army. Barnabus Hughes, father of Daniel and Samuel Hughes, 
emigrated from Ireland to Pennsylvania in 1750. His family later settled 
on the banks of the Antietam having acquired several thousand acres of 
land, much of which was included in the grant, "Surveyor's Last Shift." 
The grist mill was located north of Old Forge Road on the east bank of 
the creek west of Clopper Road. No physical evidence of the forge or 
mill were observed. For further information on the Hughes family opera
tions and on the forge site, see form WA-I-054. For the land records 
for this property, see form WA-I-082. 

The small stone house described in this form appears to have been con
structed as housing for workers at the mill or forge. One of the three 
structures in the group is said by local historians to have been slave 
quarters. Although altered, the house represents Washington County's 
vernacular architecture in stone. As a secondary dwelling it would have 
been constructed for practical purposes without frills and decorative 
features often associated with the late 18th or early 19th century houses. 
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Hays, Helen Ashe, The Antietam and Its Bridges, New York: G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1910. 

Land Records of Washington County 
Probate Records of Washington County 
Scharf, Thomas J., History of Western Maryland, Vol. II, Philadelphia: 

J. P. Lippincott, 1882. 
Williams, Thomas J. C., History of Washington County, Hagerstown: Mail 

Publishing Co., 1906. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---1Rl---~~~~~-O~F~L~E~S~S-T~H~A~N_;__;T~E~N:....::A~C~R~E~S:__ __ ~~~~ 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
~· 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

~w 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 233.87 acres 

:Acreage Justification: 

.. •.>· 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 

~State Liaison Officer Review: 

IS TATE 

Marv1 <>nrl 

(Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State D Local D 

Signature 

IDATE 

Februarv. 1975 
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