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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located south of 0ld Forge Road on a high bluff
above the east bank of the Antietam Creek in Washington County. It
faces south.

The structure is a one-story, two-bay fieldstone dwelling constructed

of roughly coursed local limestone. There is no decorative stonework
associated with window and door openings.

Windows are located in the north, east and south elevations of the
house, and within the east gable. All original windows have been
replaced with modern casements.

The only entrance in the structure is in the west bay of the south
elevation. The door framing is very plain but does not appear to be
original. A shed roofed porch is present over the door.

The steeply pitched roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal.
The roof terminates with a plain barge board set directly against
the end walls. The eaves are finished with plain boxing. A stone
chimmey with a corbel at its top extends from inside the west gable
end. A modern concrete block exterior flue is located near the
center of the south elevation.

The house is in fair conditionand is located on a tract containing
233.87 acres. A large stone dwelling (WA-I-082) stands immediately
south of this structure while a stucco covered house (Wa-I-080) is
located just to the east. Apparently all of the dwellings were asso-
ciated with the forge and mill on the banks of the Antietam below the
houses.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant for its association with the Antietam Forge
and mill owned and operated by the Hughes family who were prominent
in the history of Washington County and of Maryland. The house, although
altered is also worthy of note for its architecture.

Located at the base of the steep cliffs on which this house is situated
is a low level area and a fording of the Antietam now spamned by a
stone arched bridge (WA-I-104). At the fording were located the Antietam
Forge and a grist mill. The forge was situated on the west bank of the
creek, south of the present 0ld Forge Road. According to historians
it was the last of several iron making operations established by Daniel
and Samuel Hughes. The Hughes brothers were prominent in Washington
County's and Maryland's early history, being ardent supporters of the
American Revolution who produced cannon and ammunition for the
American army. Barnabus Hughes, father of Daniel and Samuel Hughes,
emigrated from Ireland to Pennsylvania in 1750. His family later settled
on the banks of the Antietam having acquired several thousand acres of
land, much of which was included in the grant, "Surveyor's Last Shift."
The grist mill was located north of 0ld Forge Road on the east bank of
the creek west of Clopper Road. No physical evidence of the forge or
mill were observed. For further information on the Hughes family opera-
tions and on the forge site, see form WA-I-054. For the land records
for this property, see form WA-I-082.

The small stone house described in this form appears to have been con-
structed as housing for workers at the mill or forge. One of the three
structures in the group is said by local historiamns to havebeen slave
quarters. Although altered, the house represents Washington County's
vernacular architecture in stone. As a secondary dwelling it would have
been constructed for practical purposes without frills and decorative
features often associated with the late 18th or early 19th century houses.
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233.87 acres
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Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey
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February, 1975
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