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ABSTRACT 
llA-I-092 
Lime Kiln 
Cearfoss Vicinity 
private 

19th Century 

Although in ruins, this relatively large 
lime kiln complex appears to be complete. Because 
portions of the kiln have fallen away, its inner 
construction can be observed easily. There were 
many lime kilns in Washington County where limestone 
is abundant. Lime kilns produced lime used as a 
flux in iron making and for agricultural purposes. 
There is no record of there having been an iron 
furnace near this kiln so it appears to have been 
used to produce agricultural lime. It is located 
along the Conococheague Creek northwest. of Hagerst~. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Lime Kiln 

DLOCATidN 
STREET & NUMBER 

Wishard Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Weat of .Ceirfo11 ..x.. v1c1N1TY oF RJpgeratme 
STATE . 

•!arrland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

X_sTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSt:t.JP STATUS 
_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

~PRIVATE JLuNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Charles I. Shank 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route I 4, Box 345 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown - VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Washington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

l!J!gerstown 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

• COUNTY 

wa•tncrton 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRl~ULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EOUCA TIONAL _PRIVATE RtSIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS . ' 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

x_oTHER Not in Use 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21740 

Liber #: 357 
Folio #: 161 

STATE 

Maryland 21740 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 

·----------



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

J!_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

JLuNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Constructed into a steep bank west of the Conococheague Creek and Wishard Boacl in Washington 
County, Maryland, are the ruins of a brick and atone lime kiln. Pacing east, toward the road 
and the creek, the complex consists of a double kiln to the south which is a frame structure
alao built into the bank. 

Apparently the front portion of the kiln baa fallen away into a pile of atone rubble lying in 
front of the ruins. Remaining porti9Jl8 of the outer wall a of the kiln are to be seen toward 
the aide and rear of the complex. The inner chambers of the kiln have been exposed, revealing 
cylindrical stacks of brick, two courses in thickness. Both the inner and outer aurfacea of 
the chamber display header bricb. 

Part of the lime kiln c0111plex is an adjoining frame structure resting on stone foundations. 
Tall, narrow and partially reating on wooden piers the timber frame building houses part of 
the lime burning process. 

Just north of the complex is evidence of a roadway mich angled up the bank to reach the 
upper level of the complex. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



. II SIGNIFICANCE 

-
PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

-1700-1799 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

x_ 1800-1899 

_1900. 

__.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

__.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

~GRICULTURI; 
LRCHITECTURE 

__.ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Although in ruins, this relatively large lime kiln complex appears to be complete. Because 
portions of the kiln have fallen away, its inner construction can be observed easily. There 
were many lime kilna in Vashington County where U.aestone is abundant. Lime kilns produced 
lime used as a flux in iron making and for agricultural purposes. There is no record of there 
having been an iron furnace near thb kiln so it appears to have been used to produce agri
cultural lime. It is located along the Conococheague Creek northwest of Hagerstown • 
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l'JMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lmGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

UST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
. . .. . .- . . -- - . 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey. Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bagerst01m 

DATE 

.July 1977 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STATE 

Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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