ABSTRACT

WA-1-092 19th Century
Lime Kiln

Cearfoss Vicinity

private

Although in ruins, this relatively large
lime kiln complex appears to be complete. Because
portions of the kiln have fallen away, its inner
congtruction can be observed easily. There were
many lime kilns in Washington County where limestone
is abundant. Lime kilns produced lime used as a
flux in iron making and for agricultural purposes.
There is no record of there having been an iron
furnace near this kiln so it appears to have been
used to produce agricultural lime. It is located
along the Conococheague Creek northwest. of Hagerstown.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed into a steep bank west of the Conococheague Creek and Wisherd Road in Washington
County, Maryland, are the ruins of a brick and stone lime kiln. Facing east, toward the road
and the creek, the complex consists of a double kiln to the south which is a frame structure
also built into the bank.

Apparently the front portion of the kiln has fallen away into a pile of stone rubble lying in
front of the ruins. Remaining portions of the outer walls of the kiln are to be seen toward
the side and rear of the complex. The inner chambers of the kiln have been exposed, revealing
cylindrical stacks of brick, two courses in thickness. Both the inner and outer surfaces of
the chamber display header bricks.

Part of the lime kiln complex is an adjoining frame structure resting on stone foundations.
Tall, narrow and partially resting on wooden piers the timber frame building houses part of
the 1lime burning process.

Just north of the complex is evidence of a roadway which angled up the bank to reach the
upper level of the complex.
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Although in ruing, this relatively large lime kiln complex appears to be complete.
portions of the kiln have fallen away, its inner construction can be observed easily.

were many lime kilns in Wagshington County where limestone is abundant.

lime used as a flux in iron making and for agricultural purposes.

Because
There
Lime kilns produced

There is no record of there

having been an iron furnace near this kiln so it appears to have been used to produce agri-

cultural lime.
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It is located along the Conococheague Creek northwest of Hagerstown.
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