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COMMON: 

Log House south of Old Forge Road, Ridenour House 
ANOIOR HISTORIC:: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

south of Old Forge Road, east end of Fiddlersburg 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Fiddlersburg, Route 5, Ha erstown 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District ~ Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Public 

181 Private 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 
IRJ 
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STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both O Being Considered 0 PreHrvation work 0 UnrHtricted 
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~ PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Approprl•te) 
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0 Agricultural 0 Gavern.-nt 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 

0 Educational 0 Military 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 

WNER S NAME: 

Mrs. Simon Sunmers 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Route 5 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Washington County Court House 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
itle Reference Cu 
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TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 

bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

- STR T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Park 

Private RHidence 

Religious 

Scientific 

0 Federal 

STATE: 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speclf)r) 

Maryland 

0 State 0 County 

STATE: 

gJ Na 

0 Comments 

0 Local 
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(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexpaaed 
CONDITION 

IKJ Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 
1----~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~..-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_,, 

(Check One) (Check One) 

~ Altered> 50% 0 Uncltered 0 Maved ~ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I> ~D ORIGINAL (11 Jmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located on the south side of Old Forge Road, 
about 1/2 mile east of Antietam at the east end of Fiddlersburg 
in Washington County, Md. It is situated on a gentle slope and 
faces north. 

The structure is a four-bay log and frame dwelling covered with 
aluminum siding. The two east bays are of log construction and 
were apparently the original structure. The two western bays 
are of frame construction and were ·probably a later addition. 
According to the owner, the log section displayed the date of 1792 
carved in timber over the front door. 

The windows and doors are simple in appearance and are spaced 
at random in the front elevation. The windows contain two-over­
two pane Victorian period sashes. Entrances are located in the 
two central bays. A two-bay shed roofed entrance porch is 
located at the front elevation. 

The roof is covered with sheet metal and extends beyond the end 
walls of the house. A small brick chimney rises from inside the 
west end wall. A second flue is located south of the roof ridge 
at the jointure of the log and frame sections. 

The house is in excellent condition and stands on a lot 50' 
X 150' feet. 

m 
m 

z 

~ 

::u 
c: 
n 
~ 

0 

z 



:z 
0 

z 

w 
w 

4-D 

.. '' ./'·,' ,, 

PERIOD (Checlr One or More ae Appropriate) 

O Pre-Col-bian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

~ 18th Century 

IXJ 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISI (ll Applicable artefKnown) eaat SeCt;i.On dated 17Q? 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More a• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 

D Agriculture 

Kl Architecture 

0 Att 

0 c ..... -ce 

D Ca1111nunicatians 

D Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D Industry 

0 Invention 

D Landscape 

Architecture 

D Literature 

0 Military 

O .Music 

O Paliticcil 

0 Religion/Phi­

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarion 

O Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The area of signif;i.cance of this building is its architecture. 
Although altered, ;it does provide an example of Washington 
Cowity's log building tradition. It waspurchased in 1900 by 
Zachary T. Ridenour from the Loose family who owned a large farm 
nearoy &A-l-114). 

Many log structures were built in Washington County from the 
earliest days of settlement to well into the 19th century. A 
number of these buildings continue in use today, disguised by 
various forms of siding or bricks. 

These buildings are worthy of note as representatives of a 
major architectural group in Western Maryland and the Cumberland 
Valley. 

The 1792 date said to be on the log portion of the structure 
is unusual, tna,king this house one of the few dated examples of 
log construction in the Cowity. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Sec...,ds 

NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 50' x 150' 

·Acreage Justification: 

P~ula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

'

DATE 

December. 1974 Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
, ST A TE 

Maryland I CITY OR TOWN: 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State D Local D 
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