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Brook Lane Psychiatric Center, Inc.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brook Lane Psychiatric Center is located west of the Leitersburg-
Smithsburg Road just south of the Unger Road in Washington County,
Maryland. The building herein described is situated on gently
sloping ground north of a small stream. It faces north.

The structure is a two story, six bay dwelling of brick construction
set on low fieldstone foundations. The bricks in the north or front
elevation are laid in Flemish bond while other walls display common
bonding., A stepped gable, an apparant alteration to the original
structure finishes the front elevation. A tablet near the top of

this elevation is inscribed with the date, 1840. Flat arches of brick
are present over all openings.

Windows are spaced evenly in the front or north elevation. Narrow
rounded frames hold nine over six light sashes at the first story
and six over six sashes at the upper story as well as the side and
rear walls.

The main entrance is located in the east bay of the north elevation.
The entranceway is framed similarly to the windows and includes a
three 1ight transom. A modern €arly American style porch shelters
the door which opens into a large stair hall. A pair of matching
entrances, similar in design to the front door, are located in the
second and third bays from the south end of the east elevation.

A two bay porch which is not original is associated with these doors.
A double porch which has been enclosed extends along most of the east
elevation.

The roofing material is slate. Brick corbeled cornice work finishes
the eaves at the west elevation. Brick chimneys with corbeling at
their tops are located inside the south end wall, at the interior

of the house between the second and third bays from the south end,
and inside the west elevation near the north end.

West of the house is a large stone end bank barn now serving as a
recreational facility for Brook Lane patients. Nearby are several
modern structures used by the center. The property contains 102.90
acres.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant for its architecture. It is also impor-
tant for social/humanitarian concerns in its adaptation as a
Psychiatric Facility.

The structure is worthy of note as a dated example of washington
County's domestic architecture of the middle years of the nine~
teenth century. Although the size of this house, as well as its
window and door placement suggest the possibility that it was
erected in sections, the unified style of woodwork and method of
wall construction support the 1840 as the date of construction

for the entire building. The house was built during ownership of
Jacob Bell Jr. who held the property from 1839 to 1874. Historical
background of the Brook Lane Psychiatric Center is outlined in

the attached perspective as reproduced from a publication produced
by the center.
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“Brook Lane Psychiatric Center".

EGGRAPHICAL DATA | T T T :
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 102.90 Acres

‘Acreage Justification:

i

NAME AND TITLE:

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Washington County Historical Sites Survey July, 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:

Court House Annex

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown

Maryland

“JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
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PAULA STONER DICKEY
CONSULTANT, WASHINGTOM CO.
HISTORICAL SITES SIMYEY
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