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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Brook Lane Psychiatric Center, Inc. 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Leitersburg-Smithsburg Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 
Leitersbur 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District £( Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

~Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

O Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• App,.,,...lete) 

0 Agriculturol D Government 0 Pork 

0 Commerciol 0 lndustriol 0 Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertoinment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

WNER 1 S NAME: 

Brook Lane Psychiatric Center, Inc. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

P.O. Box 1495 

STATUS 

liJ Occupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

0 Unoccupied ~ 
0 PrHervotion work D 

Restricted 

UnrHtricted 

in progress 0 No 

0 Trans portoti on 0 Comments 

IXJ Other (Spec I ty) 

Eatjec± lio11sjng 

en Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 

${ ¥9G~;n0;~ &F t:.~l'.ll.\. r>1sdiit1iP'PV1'il10Niil··r--.,,,....--.,,,....-~,..---,-~7:7'077:+ 
COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

Washin ton Count Court House 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

vJest l'lashin ton Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stote 0 County 0 Locol 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S'fR T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS - 709 
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(Check One) 

CONDITION 
~O~_Ex_c_•_lle_n_t~~~=-Good ~-O~F_a_i•~~O~D-e0te_•i_or_a_1e_d~-O~_R_u1_·n_•~-O~_·U_ne_x_po_•_ed~~~-1 

(Check One) (Check One) 

Altered < 5 0 Unc:ltered 0 Maved 6'k Original Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

Brook Lane Psychiatric Center is located west of the Leitersburg­
Smithsburg Road just south of the Unger Road in Washington County, 
Maryland. The building herein described is situated on gently 
sloping ground north of a small stream. It faces north. 

The structure is a two story, six bay dwelling of brick construction 
set on low fieldstone foundations. The bricks in the north or front 
elevation are laid in Flemish bond while other walls display common 
bonding. A stepped gable, an apparant alteration to the original 
structure finishes the front elevation. A tablet near the top of 
this elevation is inscribed with the date, 1840. Flat arches of brick 
are present over all openings. 

Windows are spaced evenly in the front or north elevation. Narrow 
rounded frames hold nine over six light sashes at the first story 
and six over six sashes at the upper story as well as the side and 
rear walls. 

The main entrance is located in the east bay of the north elevation. 
The entranceway is framed similarly to the windows and includes a 
three light transom. A modern early American style porch shelters 
the door which opens into a large stair hall. A pair of matching 
entrances, similar in design to the front door, are located in the 
second and third bays from the south end of the east elevation. 
A two bay porch which is not original is associated with these doors. 
A double porch which has been enclosed extends along most of the east 
elevation. 

The roofing material is slate. Brick corbeled cornice work finishes 
the eaves at the west elevation. Brick chimneys with corbeling at 
their tops are located inside the south end wall, at the interior 
of the house between the second and third bays from the south end, 
and inside the west elevation near the north end. 

vVest of the house is a large stone end bank barn now serving as a 
recreational facility for Brook Lane patients. Nearby are several 
modern structures used by the center. The property contains 102.90 
acres. 
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PERIOO (Checlr One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

5C1 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEIS) (lfAppllceble endKnown) 1840 Datestone 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi-

.. , .. · .. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

fi Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy Psychiatric Fac;i.lity 
0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

!XI Archi lecture 0 Landscape 0 Seu lpture 

0 An Architecture Kl Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Cominunicotions 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant for its architecture. It is also impor­
tant for social/humanitarian concerns in its adaptation as a 
Psychiatric Facility. 

The structure is worthy of note as a dated example of ,Jashington 
County's domestic architecture of the middle years of the nine­
teenth century. Although the size of this house, as well as its 
window and door placement suggest the possibility that it was 
erected in sections, the unified style of woodwork and method of 
wall construction support the 1840 as the date of construction 
for the entire building. The house was built during ownership of 
Jacob Bell Jr. who held the property from 1839 to 1874. Historical 
background of the Brook Lane Psychiatric Center is outlined in 
the attached perspective as reproduced from a publication produced 
by the center. 

PS-7011 



11Brook Lane Psychiatric Center". 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~-1Rr-~~~~~~O_F~L_E_s_s_T_H--,.A_N_T_E_N~A_C~R~E~S~--~~~--+ 
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY' 

·Acreage Justification: 

NAME ANO Tl TL E: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

102 

wVashington County Historical Sites Surve 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN' STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 
l~o 
,_,State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local O 

Signature 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Secc>.,ds 
0 

DATE 

July, 1975 
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PAUlA STONQ llCUY 

CONSULT"IH. WAStll... CO. 
KISTORICAL $ITES ~ 





• M1LA S Jl:ER DICKEY 

l,;\l~· )u1 ' l/t.SHl t(GTON CO 

HISTORICAL SITES SURVEY 
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