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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bel;—Varner house is located on the south side of Unger Road, about
t@ree miles south of Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland. It is
situated on a gentle rise of ground and faces east.

A 2 1/2-story, five-bay brick dwelling with a two-story, four-bay el
extending to the rear or west, the house was built into a slight bank
making the front elevation a full three stories in height. The lowest
story consists of the foundation of roughly-coursed fieldstone. The
bricks at the front elevation are laid in Flemish bond while the side and
rear elevations display common bonding. They are flat brick arches over
the openings, and a corbeled brick cornice finishes the walls. A date-
stone set  in the north gable is inscribed: "Jonas Bell, 1851 C.B."

The windows appear to be spaced evenly in the front elevation. Most dis-
play modern, single-pane, double-hung sash held within narrow frames;
however, six-over-six light sash remain at several main story windows.
Most of the windows have shutters that are half louvered and half paneled.
The small windows that flank the entrance at ground level on the front
have paneled shutters.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the main story at the
front elevation. The entrance treatment includes a high transom and '
paneled jambs. Directly beneath is a door in the ground story level. A
raised porch extends along the front elevation at the main story level

and continues with the north-elevation. ~'A partially enclosed double porch
- 1s present on the:south elevation of the el. - -

The roof is of slate, terminating with a plain barge board set directly
against the end walls.’ o ’ .

Between the two rooms of the interior of the front east part of the house
is a central stair and entrance hall. The woodwork is consistent with
the 1851 building date and features interior doors with three pairs of
vertical panels. Door architraves in the parlor are trimmed with corner
blocks decorated with concentric circles. This motif is used on the
fireplace mantels throughout the house as well. The wing to the rear
contains two rooms. The innermost of these has a fireplace in its north
wall that shares a flue with the fireplace in the north room of the front
section. The end room is a kitchen with a service fireplace and a small

.stairway.

Construction of the cellar of this house is notable. Several 18th century
architectural elements were found there, particularly in a stone walled -
room beneath the parlor and main entrance hall. This xroom has a large
service fireplace in its south end wall with a trammel for hanging utensils
A massive raised panel door with a batten back hung on large strap hinges
opens into the room. The end partition consists of vertical beveled
panels which appear to be from an 18th-century structural pieces. In the

See Continuatioh Sheet $1
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DESCRIPTION (continued)
rear of the cellar is a small vaulted room for vegetable storage.

The farm on which this house stands has been divided into smaller parcel
The tract with the house contains approximately four acres and a chicken
coop and wagon shed of the early 20th century. It does not include the
large frame bank barn on fieldstone foundations directly across Unger
Road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dated 1851, the Bell-Varner House is a documented and well-maintained
example of the mid-nineteenth century domestic architecture of Washingt
County. Its five-bay, center door plan represents a significant archit
tural group in the county and the Cumberland Valley. The house has unc
gone relatively few exterior alterations.

The house is also important for the 18th-century woodwork and structur:
elements found in the basement. These suggest that parts of an earliez:
house were used in construction of the present dwelling, or that the

present house rests on foundations of a possible 18th-century structure

According to the datestone, the house was built by or for Jonas Bell.
Members of the Bell family were prominent in the early life of the
Leitersburg vicinity. '

It appears likely that there was some sort of settlement in this area
to Jonas Bell's occupation of the land in theé mid-19th century. Deeds
indicate that Bell acgquired the.farm. containing slightly more than 100
acres on March 30, 1848 {(IN3/292). The property had actually been solc
to him at public sale in 1840 as directed in an equity court.case betwe
John Burkholder and John Yockey. John Yockey and his niece, Susan Yocl
Burkholder, wife of John Burkholder, were the only surviving heirs of ¢
John Yockey who had died intestate "many years ago." (Chancery Record
3/155). Apparently, John Yockey Sr. had resided on this farm.

The farm includes parts o6f the land grants, "Resurvey on Darlings Sale
"Resurvey on Webb's Discovery," "Webb's Discovery" and "The Forest.
"Darling's Sale" was patented on October 14, 1743, containing 420 acres,
for Capt. John Charlton. After Capt. Charlton s death, the tract_was
divided into seven 60-acre parcels, one for each of his children.l

' 1 Herbert C. Bell, Histoxry of Leitersburg District.
Leltersburg, Maryland: the author (1908) 27.
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WA-I-149 ADDENDUM 577
#1 Bell-=Varner House

#5 Current Deed 122/562
#7 Description

The interior of the front or east part of the house is bisected by
a central stair and entrance hall, The woodwork is consistent with the 1851
building date and features interior doors with three pairs of vertical panels,
Door architraves in the parlor are trimmed with corner blocks which are decor-
ated with concentric circles. This motif is used on the fireplace mantels
throughout the house as well. The wing to the rear contains two rooms. The
innermost of these has a fireplace in its north wall sharing a flue with the
fireplace in the north room of the front section. The end room is a kitchen
with a service fireplace and a small stairway.

Construction of the cellar of this house is notable, Several 18th
century architectural elements were found there, particularly in a stone
walled room beneath the parlor and main entrance hall. This room has a large
gervice fireplace in its south end wall with a trammel for hanging utensils,
A magsive raised panel door with a batten back hung on large strap hinges en-
ters into the room, Its end partition consists of vertical beveled panels
which appear to have been from an 18th century interior wall, Another early
door is used as well as some 18th century structural pieces. In the rear of
the cellar is a small vaulted room for vegetable storage.

The farm on which this house stands has been divided into smaller par-
cels, The tract with the house contains approximately four acres and does not
include the barn,
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1JA=-I=149  ADDENDUM -, /’fﬂ
#1 Bell=Varner House

#5 Current Deed

#8 Significance

The house 1s also important for the 18th century woodwork and struc-
tural elements found in its basement, These suggest that parts of an earlier
house were used in construction of the present dwelling, or that the present
house rests on foundations of a possible 18th century structure,

It appears likely that there was some sort of settlement in this area
prior to Jonas Bell's occupation of the land in the mid 19th century. Deeds
indicate the Bell acquired the farm containing slightly more than 100 acres on
March 30, 1848 (IN3/292), The property had actually been sold to him at pub-
lic sale in 1840 as directed in an equity court case between John Burkholder
and John Yockey. John Yockey and his niece Susan Yockey Burkholder, wife of
John Burkholder, were the only surviving heirs of a John Yockey who had died
intestate "many years ago.'" (Chancery Record 3/155). Apparently, John Yockey
Sr. had resided on this farm.

The farm includes parts of the land grants, '"Resurvey on Darlings Sale,"
"“"Resurvey on Webb'!s Discovery," "Webb's Discovery'" and "The Forest.'" 'Darling's
Sale" was patented on October 14, 1743, containing 420 acres for Capt, John Charl=-
ton, After Capt, Charlton's death, the tract was divided into seven 60 acre par-
cels one for each of his children, 1

1 Herbert C. Bell, History of Leitersburg District, Leitersburg, Md:
the author (1908) 27.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the south side of Unger Road, about three
miles south of Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland. It is
situated on a gentle rise of ground and faces east.

The structure is a two and a half story, five bay brick dwelling with
a two story, four bay el extending to the rear or west. The house is
constructed into a slight bank so that the front elevation is a full
three stories in height. The lowest story consists of the foundation
of roughly coursed fieldstone. Bricks at the front elevation are

laid in Flemish bond while the side and rear elevations display common
bonding. Flat brick arches are present over the openings. A datestone
set in the north gable is inscribed, "Jonas Bell, 1851 C.B.". A
corbeled brick cornice finishes the walls.

Windows appear to be spaced evenly in the front elevation. Most display
modern, single pane, double hung sashes held within narrow frames.
However, some six over six light sashes remain at several main story
windows. Most windows are flanked with shutters having louvered and
paneled sections. Paneled shutters are present at the ground floor of
the front elevation where small windows flank an entrance.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the main story at

the front elevation. The entrance treatment includes a high transom
and paneled jambs. Directly beneath the main entrance is a door in
the ground story level. A raised porch extends along the front
elevation and continues with the north elevation. A partially enclosed
double porch is present at the south elevation of the el.

The roofing material is slate, terminating with a plain barge board set
directly against the end walls. The house is in excellent condition
and is situated on a tract containing 128 acres. Immediately across
Unger Road from this house is a large frame bank barn set on fieldstone
foundations. Also in the complex, are numerous smaller buildings
related to agricultural use.

335

SNOIL1LONALSNI



)

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

D WA L1477

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{J Pre-Columbian [3 16th Century [J 18th Century {30 20th Century
[ 15th Century 3 17th Century K] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) Jonas Bell 1851 C.B.
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal O Education O Political (OJ Urban Planning
O Prehistoric [0 Engineering O Religion/Phi. {3 Other (Specity)
[J Historic 7 Industry losophy
3 Agricuiture [ Invention ] Science
K] Architecture [0 Lendscape O Seculpture
0O An Architecture {3 Secial/Human-
O Commerce [0 Literature itorian
[0 Communications ] Military (O Theater
{3 Conservation O Music O Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this house is its architecutre. Dated
1851, it is a documented and well maintained example of the
mid=nineteenth century domestic architecture of Washington County
which has received relatively few exterior alterations. Constructed
of brick in the five bay center door plan, it represents a significant
architectural group in Washington County and the Cumberland Valley.
According to the date stone, the house was built by or for Jonas Bell,
Members of the Bell family were prominent early residents of the
Leitersburg vicinity.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bell-Varner house is located on the south side of Unger Road, about
three miles south of Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland. It is
situated on a gentle rise of ground and faces east.

A 2 1/2-story, five-bay brick dwelling with a two-story, four-bay el
extending to the rear or west, the house was built into a slight bank
making the front elevation a full three stories in height. The lowest
story consists of the foundation of roughly-coursed fieldstone. The
bricks at the front elevation are laid in Flemish bond while the side and
rear elevations display common bonding. They are flat brick arches over
the openings, and a corbeled brick cornice finishes the walls. A date-
stone set in the north gable is inscribed: "Jonas Bell, 1851 C.B."

The windows appear to be spaced evenly in the front elevation. Most dis-
play modern, single-pane, double-hung sash held within narrow frames;
however, six-over-six light sash remain at several main story windows.
Most of the windows have shutters that are half louvered and half paneled.
The small windows that flank the entrance at ground level on the front
have paneled shutters.,

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the main story at the
front elevation. The entrance treatment includes a high transom and
paneled jambs. Directly beneath is a door in the ground story level. A
raised porch extends along the front elevation at the main story level

and continues with the north elevation. A partially enclosed double porch
is present on the: south elevation of the el.

The roof is of slate, termlnatlng with a plain barge board set directly
against the end walls.

Between the two rooms of the interior of the front east part of the house
is a central stair and entrance hall. The woodwork is consistent with
the 1851 building date and features interior doors with three pairs of
vertical panels. Door architraves in the parlor are trimmed with corner
blocks decorated with concentric circles. This motif is used on the
fireplace mantels throughout the house as well. The wing to the rear
contains two rooms. The innermost of these has a fireplace in its north
wall that shares a flue with the fireplace in the north room of the front
section. The end room is a kitchen with a service fireplace and a small
stairway.

Construction of the cellar of this house is notable. Several 18th century
architectural elements were found there, particularly in a stone walled
room beneath the parlor and main entrance hall. This room has a large
service fireplace in its south end wall with a trammel for hanging utensils.
A massive raised panel door with a batten back hung on large strap hinges
opens into the room. The end partition consists of vertical beveled

panels which appear to be from an l8th-century structural pieces. In the

See Continuation Sheet #1
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DESCRIPTION (continued)

rear of the cellar is a small vaulted room for vegetable storage.

The farm on which this house stands has been divided into smaller parcels.
The tract with the house contains approximately four acres and a chicken
coop and wagon shed of the early 20th century. It does not include the
large frame bank barn on fieldstone foundations directly across Unger

Road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dated 1851, the Bell-Varner House is a documented and well-maintained
example of the mid-nineteenth century domestic architecture of Washington
County. Its five-bay, center door plan represents a significant architec-
tural group in the county and the Cumberland Valley. The house has under-
gone relatively few exterior alterations.

The house is also important for the 18th-century woodwork and structural
elements found in the basement. These suggest that parts of an earlier
house were used in construction of the present dwelling, or that the

present house rests on foundations of a possible 1l8th-century structure.

According to the datestone, the house was built by or for Jonas Bell.
Members of the Bell family were prominent in the early life of the
Leitersburg vicinity.

It appears likely that there was some sort of settlement in this area prior
to Jonas Bell's occupation of the land in the mid-19th century. Deeds
indicate that Bell acquired the farm containing slightly more than 100
acres on March 30, 1848 (IN3/292). The property had actually been sold

to him at public sale in 1840 as directed in an equity court case between
John Burkholder and John Yockey. John Yockey and his niece, Susan Yockey
Burkholder, wife of John Burkholder, were the only surviving heirs of a
John Yockey who had died intestate "many years ago." (Chancery Record
3/155). Apparently, John Yockey Sr. had resided on this farm.

The farm includes parts of the land grants, "Resurvey on Darlings Sale,"
"Resurvey on Webb's Discovery," "Webb's Discovery" and "The Forest."
"Darling's Sale" was patented on October 14, 1743, containing 420 acres,
for Capt. John Charlton. After Capt. Charlton's death, the tract was
divided into seven 60-acre parcels, one for each of his children.l

1 Herbert C. Bell, Histoxy of Leitersburqg District.
Leitersburg, Maryland: the author (1908) 27.




WA - - 149
EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Washington County Land Records.
Washington County Chancey Records.

Bell, Herbert C. History of Leitersburg District. Leitersburg, Maryland:
by the author, 1908.

EDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __LOUX _acres
UTM REFERENCES

Al Ll Lo Lo be by o) sl .| LL.I—L_I_J.J T
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTIN NORTHING

el Ul Laad L_L_.l_l_l_l_l_.l D
—VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION —— =

OI5T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Ry
[S1FORM PREPARED BY !
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historic Sites Survey Auqust 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
33 West Washington Street
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740

EBISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL . STATE LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE

USE ONLY
- t HEREBY CERTIFY 'I'HATTN!S PROPERTY IS lNCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

‘ NREE YOR, OFFICE BF AiEHEOLOGY AND HI§TOHSC PRES ERVATION
DATE
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