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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties 
and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic 
Places Reqi;tration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking 
"x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not 
apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories 
and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer to 
complete all items. 
=========================================================================== 
1. Name of Property 
=========================================================================== 
historic name Lantz-Zeigler House 

=========================================================================== 
/.-. Location 
~========================================================================== 

street 21000 Leitersburg Pike 
not for publication n/a city or 
state Maryland code MD county 

town Hagerstown vicinity _x._ 
Washington code 043 zip code 21742 

=========================================================================== 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
~========================================================================== 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this _x.__ nomination ~~ request for determination of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set 
forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ~x~ meets ~~ does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
nationally ~- statewide _...!.._ locally. ( ~- See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

ature of certifying official Date 

In my opinion, the property ~~ meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. (~-See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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--=-------~===-===========·=-·========================-------=-=-========= 

4. National Park Service Certification 
s=s=s••••••=•============•===========z================•=•••••============= 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
~;see continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

:======================================================================== 
5. Classification 
========================================================================== 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

....1L private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
....1L building(s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
3 
1 

4 

Noncontributing 
3 buildings 

3 

sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in National Register _Q 
Name of related multiple property listing ~~n~a=-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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6. Function or Use 
c•••==••••scs================•==========================••c•==s============ 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions} 

Cat: DQMESTIC Sub: single dwelling 
AGRICYLTYRE/SUBSISTENCE agricultural outbuilding 

,. 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: DQMESTIC Sub: single dwelling 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE agricultural outbuilding 

=========================================================================== 
7. Description 
=========================================================================== 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

COLONIAL/Georgian 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation ~~S~t~o=n=o::e.__~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
roof Asphalt 
walls Stone 
other _..W~o~o~d=--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the 
property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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•====•===s=============================================c=•s~=•============= 

8. Statement of Significance 
-=----------====-=============================-========~--=-==-============ 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for 
the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing) 

A 

B 

_x_ c 

D 

!'Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important 
in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
B removed from its original location. 
C a birthplace or a grave. 
D a cemetery. 
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
F a commemorative property. 
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the 

past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance _...1~7~7~5~--1~8~6~0......_ __________________ _ 

Significant Dates _...1~8~0~0~--------------~ 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
n a 

Cultural Affiliation n a 

- Architect /Builder Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the 
property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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•=====••===============================================•===s=============== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
•=•••••••••==•=======•=====================================e=============== 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_z_ State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

_z_ Other 
Name of repository: Washington County Free Library, Hagerstown, MD 

=========================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
=========================================================================== 
Acreage of Property ~-1_2_.~7--=2_._a~c~r_e~s--~~~~~~~~~~ 
USGS quadrangle Hagerstown. MD-PA 
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing 
A ~ 273920 4396530 C 
B 1...§. 273980 4396300 D 

Zone Easting Northing 
1...§. 273610 4396210 
~ 273560 4396390 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: Boundaries are described in Washington County 
Land Records, Liber 699, folio 700, Parcel 1 

Boundary Justification: The nominated property, 12.72 acres, comprises all 
-- the contributing elements of the resource within the remnant of the 

property with which it is historically associated. 
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•=••••••••==============••••==================•••=•==s•••==•==~============ 

11. Form Prepared By 
c•=•====••==============================•==========•••=••=•=•============== 
name/title Merry Stinson 
organization 
street & number 21412 Leiter St. 
city or t~Wn _..H~a~a-e~r_s:=...:;;,t~o~wn"""'--------------------------

date October 1997 
telephone (301) 791-1621 

state MD zip code 21742 
===---~---==========================================-====================== 

Additional Documentation 
-========================================================================== 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large 
acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

=========================================================================== 
Property Owner 
=========================================================================== 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name 
street & number 
city or town 

telephone 
state zip code 

=========================================================================== 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications 
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or 
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. 
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) . 

. Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 
18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and 
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, 
National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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e===c=======~===========~=================================E================ 

Description Summary: 

The Lantz-Ziegler House comprises a two-story five-bay stone main section 
built in 1800 with a two-story perpendicular ell to the rear. The ell is 
constructed of stone on the first story (c. 1808); the wood frame second 
story was added later in the 19th century. The house is located on a low 
hill facing the Leitersburg Pike to the south and the Antietam Creek to the 
north and west. Limestone retaining walls reinforce the south and west 
sides of the hill. The property includes a one-story stone outbuilding and 

.-.a small timber-framed horse barn. The house exhibits fine coursed masonry 
Nith a Georgian facade and floor plan. Nearly all the original woodwork, 
including the window sash, remains intact. 

Contributing resources: Main house, stone outbuilding, horse barn, and 
site of 1824 stone bridge 

Non-contributing elements: Modern concrete block house, garage, and shed 
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The tOntz-Zie2ler House was built in 1800 h\' C'Teorge l~ntz. It st:in~ on Je,·el grmmd which 
rises about 20 feet abo,·e the Antietam Creek "'oood phun. The two-stOI)' limestone structure faces a 
dead-end section of the Oki Leitersbw·2 Pike about 75 feet to the south. The modem section of 
Maryland Rt. 60 nms parallel to the old road about another 75 feet south. A manire m.ixcd planting 
of el·ergrcen and om:unental deciduous trees planted in the strip between the two roads pro,· ides a 
buff er bet Wl.'Cll the house and the main road. .. 
The Antietam Creek fonns the northern boundary of the property about SO feet from the rear of the 
house. The creek then CW'\'es south. defining the western property line a few hundred feet from 
the house. A three-arch stone bridge built in 1824 to cam· the old Leitersbur~ Pike Ol'er the cn .. -ek 
to the west was clemol.ished when a concrete biidge was constructed with the .. new section of road 
in J 952. -

Limestone retaining walls buttress the south and west sides of the hill on which the Lantz-Ziegler 
House is located. Broad limestone steps lead through the retaining wall to the front walkway: 
Southe•1st of the house ~m iron plUnp sen·es a hand-dug. brick-lined well. A modem gable-roofed 
concrete block garage is built into the hill at the east end of the retaining wall. A modem concrete 
block b1012alo\v is focatcd about l 00 f ect northeast of the m•un house ... A shed-roofed stone 
outbuilding ~1djoins the ret•uning wall ten feet west of the ell at the le,· cl of the nood pfain. 

A stone bm1k bam on the south side of Leitcrsbmg Pike was demolished in the l 950's when the 
road was reali,gncd. A small limber-framed horse ~bam and a modem concrete block shed stand at 
the east end of" the property. 

The main block of the dwelling measures fi"e bays wide by two bays deep 1mder a gable roof. A 
2abled ell. built circa 1808. extends to the north from the western half of the rear. or north side. 
i"his fotu·-baY-10112 section is built of stone on the first floor and was raised a second storv in 
wooden consnuctlon in the second half of the 19th cenn1rY. Hush siding cut to imitate ashlar 
co,·ers the west wall. German siding co,·ers the other wails. A two-stoi)' galleried porch_Jims 
along lhe east side of the ell. One brick chimney is located in lhc center of the asphalt-co,·ereu 
roof. auJ another app~ai·s at the 11011h eml of the ell. A modem one-bay deep lwo-slor~· a<lilitfon 
CO\'Cred the not1h cnJ of the ell wuJcr a shed roof. Tius wood frame structure is stuccoed. 

The main. or south. facade of the Lantz-Ziegler House is constructed of coursed rough ashlar. A 
shallow stone water table runs along this foc&tde. Stone jack arches. each composed of nine fairly 
nanuw stones. top the front and rear entrances and aU the windows except on the facade's set:oml 
story where the windows run to within a few inches of the cornice. 

The remainin2 walls of the main block as well as the stone section of the ell are laid in r:indom 
limestone masonry. The stones in the main section are reJath·ely small. while those in the ell are 
fairly large. Stone jack arches Ol'er the doors and windows of the ell are made of a few large. 
smoothly finished stones. 
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I 2112 sash windows light the first floor of the main facade while 1218 windows appear abo\'c. 
The sides of the nmin block and the stone Je,·el of the ell all feature 9/6 sash windows. 2i2 sash 
windows appear in the second floor of the ell. Shutter pintles remain on many of the ogee-trinuned 
windcf~ frames of the main section. Modem altmw1wi1 stom1 windows ha\'e been fined carefully. 
rettinihg the origin;tl appearance and proportion of the windows. Two four-pane casement 
windows light the attic in each gable eml. 

The main central entrance was rebuilt in the mid-19th century. The stone jack-arch and the rough 
opening are inhtct. but the architr.i,·es were n10,·ed from within the opening to the face of the 
stonework on either side. The interior edges of the stone opening were enlarged to acconunodate a 
pair of 5-panelled doors. A fi,·e-Jight transom tops the entrance. The doors' shallow panels 
resemble the panelling of the jambs. In each panel four facets taper to the comers from a central 
line. 

A one-story 3-bay wood frame front porch with square posts was built recently to replace a 
dete1ioratcd porch with Doric colunms. The old porcb was not original. and the new porch is 
compatible with the facade. Concrete steps flanked by low limestone piers lead to the porch. A 
deep co\"ed com.ice finishes the ea\"cs. Asphalt shingles co,·er the roof. Large brick chimneys rise 
at either end of the ridge line. 

The ori2inal cellar entr.mce. now blocked with stone. was located in the cast end of the main 
house. ~111c ct!lhu· is located under the front. or south section of the main block. A small \'aultcd
arch cellar wider the south section of the ell is uow reached tluuugh a trap door in the porch lloor. 
The cella(s original arched entrance in the west wall is now blocked. 

The floor plan of the Lantz-Ziegler House consists of a center stair hall reached by front and rear 
entrances flanked by a pair of rooms Oil the west and a single long parlor Oil the east. The ell 
comprises two rooms mr.mged in a linear manner. The modem north addition contains a single 
room. In addition to the main stair. the second floor is reached bv a bo~cd ti2htwindcr exterior 
stair at the northeast end of the eJJ's galleried porch and by a stair in the north~ addition. .) 

The main stairway is loeated at the north end of the hall. A low molded handrail is supported by a 
square newel post and plain rcctangt~ar balusters. The straight run along the wc..-st wall rises to a 
landing. an intennediate step. and a second landing before turning to reach the second floor Je,·el. 
A doonvay at the landjng leads into the second floor of the ell. 

Scrolled step ends finish the stair. and a single large raised triangular panel encloses the side. The 
- stairn'ay includes ogee moldings. The four-panel door leads to a closet Wlder the stairway. A 

door at the end of the hall under the stair opens wider the ell's porch. This six-panel door is 
constructed with an inside laver of vertical ton2ue-and-groo\·e beaded boards for extra sccuritv. . .. .. "" 

The main house is trinmted with chair rail and do\'etail-comered baseboards. Q,·olo trim finishes 
the doorways. All doors comprise six raised panels. The front door is topped by a 5-pane 
transom. Splayed \\'indow jambs are finished in narrow beaded trim. The window sash slides 
behind an extra horizontal framing board at the bottom of the window frame. 
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The southwest room is used as a kitchen. and the northwest room is med as a study. One fireplace 
heals the ~stem parlor and another heats lhc study. The p;ufo(s firebo~ sWTow1d is trimmed with 
o,·olo molding. while the mantel shelf features ca\·etto and ogee trim. The study fireplace is 
flankect.Oy flat pilasters and a separate set of short pilasters supports the mantel shelf. A pair of 
foW"-pahcl doors closes the firebo~. Doth fireplaces retain their original brick hearth. Hinge cuts 
in the parlor mantel cdgt.-s along the fireplace opening indicate that it also had doors at one time. 

The 5" thick interior timber frame walls are plastered O\'er wattlework infill. The studv's ceiling 
was originally exposed. painted black. and decorated with large yellow sycamore-like.leaf shapes. 
Although a plaster ceiling later fm.ished the room. the original.decoration was lUlCO\·ered dtuing 
plwnbing work and a portion has been left open for display. 

The Lantz-Ziegler House retains a remarkable amOlmt of fine hardware. The doors are htUH! on 
large strap hinges. Some of the pintles are finished with a decorath·e loop and point. Mid- i9th 
century bm locks. one of which records a ix1tent date of 18(....i. appear on most of the doon;. The 
front door has a large bo:t Jock with a brass knob. 

On the second floor. one door closes with a dmmb latch box lock. The northeast room's small 
cupboard occupying space W1dcr the attic stair features a single panel door hw1g on hinges curling 
in ratt."l.il pintles. 

The second floor is dfrided into four rooms. two on each side of the central hall. The northeast 
bedroom is smaller than the southeast room. The two westcm rooms arc of about equal size. 

The no11heast room's fireplace has an arched opening. The mantel features a simple molded 
suffotmd and separate shelf. A closet constmcted in the second half of the 19th century fills the 
space adjoining the fireplace. 

The northwest room is now used as a bathroom. The fireplace mantel is embellished with reeded 
pilasters. A late 19th century built-in closet has a pair of narrow six-pane) doors. This roonJ's rear 
window is now blocked by the ell's second story. -

A boxed stair leads to the attic. The stair door's strap hinges tenn.inate in points. whereas all the 
others in the house are row1ded. 

The princirr.•1 rafter roof construction is \'isible in the attic. Purlins and angles braces are mortisc
tenon-peggcd into t)m~e sets of principal rafters. Conunon rafters ride O\.'t.T the purlins. Their :tpc:;; 
is mortised-tenoned and nailed with a single large wrought nail. The rafter feet rest on the plate. 
There are no collar beams. The pwiins rest on the inner edges of the gable end stone walls. The 
last set of conunon rafters rests on the outer edge of th.is wall. nol attachl.-d to the pw-lins. AU 
members a.re mill-sawn. 

A board scantling wall separated the east end of the attic. The northern section of this wall with its 
half of whitewashed door frame still remains. The wall is nailed to a rafter and to a nailing strip 
along the floor with wrought nails. 
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The eU's woodwork is of a slightly lighter, early J 9th centwy nature. Architra,·es include a 
shallow ca\'etto molding. All raised panels are more shallow. The e~terior door jambs arc 
con.~tll,lcted with two p-.mcls m·emead. Either side of the door jamb has a series of panels in 
\'ertiOOl--succession. two small horizontll panels at the top follo"'cd by two long l'Crtical panels 
below'. The ell is finished with chair rail. baseboard, and six-pane) doors. 

The soltth room's north end fireplace is framed with a plain mantel. A built-in cupboard to the left 
has two flat-p-.mcl doors at the top and two at the bottom. A beaded board wall to the right is 
pierced by a door into t11e north room. An exterior door is located at the north end of the east wall. 
The no11h room has a large cooking fireplace. the opening measwing eight feet wide by 4 J/2 feet 
high. C'rant'S still hang in th.is fireplace. It is topped by a plain board mantel. A door to the left of 
the fu·eplace opens into the north adcli lion. One cxte1ior dour is located at the south end of the west 
wall. and another appears iu t11c south end of the east wall. 

The second story of the ell .is dil'ided into four rooms. This section has fow--panel doors. Two 
doors open onto the gaJJericd porch. " 7ide Victorian quirk ogce!chamf ered trim meets in mitered 
comers. A stair at the northeast comer leads lo the attic. 'The roof is built wilh mill-sawn butted 
rafters. 

The bo:\ed stair at the north end of the porch includes beaded board walls and batten doors. The 
porch f eatun.>s square chamfered posts and decorati\·e brackets. The second Ooor balustrade has a 
cuf\'ed railing supported by flat jig-sawn balusters. 

The main cellar has a dirt floor with one ccntraJ section of poured concrete florning. 11 is reached 
lluough a set of stone steps. The rough edges of the opening cut through the original masonry are 
finished with concrete. The f rrst floor joists \'isible O\'erhead a.re mill-sawn. The cellar walls arc 
pierced by small square \·entilation openings on the south and west sides. These nnts. now 
blocked. are splayed on both sides and slope steeply at the bottom. ln se,·eral locations small 
inw\'idu•ll stones ha\'C been retno,·cd from the w•tlls. Tht-se do not seem to be aligned ••s pockets 
for construction timbers. and the exact pu1puse of lhese cubbyholes is w1know11. 

A f uJl-hcight original opening at the east end of the cellar's north wall acconuuod.1tes a dirt ramp 
leading under the north end of the east parlor. There is no e\'idence that this ramp prcl\'ided access 
lo the parlor. and its pull>Osc is unknown. The vaulted cellar Wlder the ell has a poured concrete 
floor. It was probably used as a root cellar wider the kitchen. 

The 20' x 23' stone outbuilding stands one stor\' tall Wlder a shed roof. The entrance is in the west 
side. Two small square windows light the smith side. There are no datable features in this 
buildim~. which might ha\'e been rrederick Ziegler's orh!inal distillerv. The structure is reached bv 
a set of steps lcaditlg down from a concrete patfo numing along the west side of the ell. 111is w 

deteriorated outbuilding was recenLly renonted with a new metal shed roof, concrete floor. rebuilt 
lop of the stone wall. and repaired door and windows. 

Several succt..'Ssh·e wall finishes are \'isible on the ell's east wall Wlder the porch. At some time the 
entire wall was paintl-"<1 charco.'11 blac}\ with the mortar joints striped in white. Later this whole 
treatment was pain_ted over in a medium grey. The last layer was a coot of whitewash. 
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The south facade of the main house :ilso shows remnants of a layer of stucco painted black and 
scored in white. This remains mostly in the mortar joints and distinct scrape marks O\'er the 
surf aqfof the stone suggest that the rest of the paintt.'CI stucco was remo,·ed. Although it's hard to 
reconcile this treanncnt with our modem taste for natural stonework. it appears possible that the 
entire house was stuccoed and p.Unted in this maimer. This might ha\'e been done in the mid
nineteenth century, when ashJar-scorcJ stucco finishes were popular. 

The LantL-Ziegler House displays fine original features from three different building periods. 
remarkably complete and m.Untain in exceJJent condition. .. 
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Significance Summary 

The Lantz-Ziegler House is significant under Criterion C as an 
exceptionally well-crafted and well-preserved example of a vernacular 
architectural form which characterized rural Washington County in the early 
nineteenth century. It displays outstanding coursed stone masonry, 
exemplifying a regional building tradition, and retains the majority of its 
interior decorative detailing. 
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History and Support 

This desirable location on Antietam Creek may have been occupied by aboriginal people in 
prehistoric times.1 By the early nineteenth century, the Nicholson's Gap Road (as the present 
road was originally called) crossed the creek at "Lantz's Fording," just north of the current 
bridge;2 a three-arch stone bridge replaced the ford in 1824, and the road was improved as the 
Hagerstown and Waynesboro Turnpike (also known as the Leitersburg Pike) in 1848. 

Geor2e L'lntz (b.1766) built the main section of the house in about 1800. after he inherited the 
prope11y from his father C1uistia11 Lantz in 1798 and before his own death in 180 I. George cmne 
to Leitersbur!! with is father in 1775 from Lancaster C0tmtv. PA. where Christian wai; a mason. 
Christian L:uitz hought a 47<> acre tmct from JoJm Reiff including pa11s of TryaJI. Rcsun·cy on 
WeU Taught. and Skipton-on-Craven. Lantl built one of the earliest grist mills in this area on the 
Antietam C'reek.i. J le was a prominent citizen. sco·ing. on U1c Committee of Safety from l lppl'I' 
Anliet;un Hundred during the Rc,·ululiouat)' War. iUUJ sen·ing as b·easmer and elder in Jacobs 

. Lutheran Church'. 

At Christian 1.-'llllz's death in 1798 the mill property on the north side of the Antietam Creek pas.'\cd 
to his son Cluistian Lanll Jr .. and the tr.ict of laud soulh of Lhe creek passed lo his son George 
L:mlz~. Herbcn C. BcJJ in Historv of Lcitersburg District states. "here about the year 1800 he built 
the stone mansion along the turnpike which was subsequently thl' residence of his son-in-law. 
Frederick Ziegler. and grandson. Frederick K. Zeigler." Bell does not nolc George Lantz's 
occupation1

'. 

At George's death in 1801. his property was retained by his widow Barbara Ziegler L:u1tz until his 
heirs, dm1gh1ers Rose Aim Elizabeth (b. J 789) and C'.athaiine, came of age. Jn 1808 Eli zabcth •mu 
her husband Frede1frk Ziegler recorded her inheritance of the prope11y including "the DwelJing 
House. ham. and other buildings" in the hind records of Wa-;hington Cmmtyi. Eli1.abeth &md 
Fre<Jerick probably added the rear ell of the house shortly thereafter. 

Frederick Zieg) er ( l 778- J 857) w~ bom in Lancaster Colllltv. PA. and moved to the Leitersburg 
area before J 8oo. He first worked as a carpenter. In about i's10 he went into the distilling • 
bu!iiiness in a smaJI 011c-ston1 building near the Lantz-Ziegler House. This mav be the extant stone . ~ ~ ~ 

outbuilding8. In 1833 he bought Rench's Mill on Marsh Run on the south side of the Leitersburg 
Tumpike. ·A dislille~' at the 11'1i11 produced fine quality whiskey which WilS sold in Hagerstown.· 
Georgetown. and Hallimore9. 
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Ziegler iinesle<l in real estate. owning 500 acn.~ of land along the Leitersbw-g Pike betwc:en his 
home and the miU. He was an acth·e member of the Lutheran Church of Lcitc..'fSburg and raise.'(! 
tweh·e children Io. 

r,, 
Ziegl~r·s son Frederick K. Ziegler (1815-1887) worked in his father's business. In 18-17-+8 he 
was asso<.ialed wilh Robert Fowler in the constnK1ion of the Ha~emlown mul 'Vavm.>slx>r<> 
tumpike. and for about twenty years they were in partnership in the distilling business in 
Leitersbun! District. according to Bel 111. The Fowler & Ziegler ~·fi11 was the old L:mtz !\·fill acros.s 
the Anlietam Creek from the Lantz-Ziegler house. They equipped the mill with new machine•)'. 
and oper.lled a saw mill. tannery. hemp miJJ. and distilleryJt: Ziegler was also inroh·c..-d in 
buildin~ lhc \Yashin2ton Countv branch of lhe B & 0 Railroad. and sen·e<l in the House of 
Delegates and as sheriff of Wa8hing1011 Countv. He manied Louisa Swailes and raised ele,·en .. .. " 
children J .i. 

George '\Y. Ziegler inherited the Lantz-Ziegler fann from his father. He sold the f ann out of the 
familv in J9-BI4. The fann was bought bv Glenn and Midge Heimer in 1980 and carefullv 
restored. - " .. " 

The L.111tz-Ziegler House combines a fu11 Georgian fhe-bav facade \\ith a modified Geonrian floor 
plan (the cotst siJe is one long parlor not dil'ided into IWO rooms). "lost Jarge stone houses of this 
period in the region arc constrncted with a lhree- or four-bay facade with later additions such as 
WA-l-200 Stone House Southeast of Leitersbmg and WA-1-154 Hucklehcny Hall. ·me Georgian 
floor plan is sinlilar to that al WA-1-144 Slone F:um House. (lopper Road; WA-1-144 Rod.·-y 
Ridge F&uin: and 'WA-1-148 Llttle \'alley. 

Lantz-Zicder's fine coursed ma.sonrv and window-heads are sinlilar to that of the aforementioned 
Little Valfey :mcl \YA-1-11-t Bachte(FarmlWh.ite Oak Forest This masOJU)' is nearly identical lo 
WA-1-203 Fowler and Ziegler DislilJerv. Jocated directlv across the Antietam Creek to the n011h. 
which was probably build by c.luistia.ii' Lantz. The coursed masonry is seen with segmental arched 
window heads in earlier buildin2s such as WA-l-116 D:n·is House and WA-1-124 Stone llouse 
1774. bot11 of wluch also f catw-C a water lablc. Th.is cow'Sed ~1om.·work is not seen much fatcr th•m 
1800. 

A building that shares the plan and nearly all features of the L'U1tz-Ziegler House is located eight 
miles north on J\IcCowcll Road near Sh.ad\' Gro,·e. PA. Its origin•tl cellar entr.mce is still localed 
adjacent to lhe main enu·ance. " -

'WA-I-253 Ashlon Hall was buill al the same time as Lantz-Ziegler. 1801. \\bile Lantz-Zie2Jer 
retains lale J8lh century features such as the masomy slylc. m·olo a.i1d ogcc moldings. large stnip 
hin~s. doon; with hca,·y raised panels. and the low Gen11;u1-style stairway. Ashton Hall looks to 
the rederal perion with smooth jack-arch window heads. lighter door panels and moldings. and 
pl:iin hinges .. The woodwork incoiporates extensh·e reeding. onJy one example of which is seen in 
L•antz-Zic~lcr. in the S\."cond floor nortbwcsl room's mantel. 
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Lantz-Zieglt.'l"'s ell was added in the earlv 19th centurv. as indicated bv the fact that its construction 
CO\'eJ'S part of the archl..'<.I door hc-Jd of the original section's rear cnt1w1ce. and by its typical early 
19th century detailing. 

Particularly significant features of the main house include its f me masonry with the later paint 
treatment. and the wmsual exterior bo~ed stair. Important interior details include the principle 
rafter roof constnaction. the \'arious puzzling openings in the cellar walls. the wattlework walls. the 
do\·etailcd baseboardc;, the original wiudow sash framed on all four sides (similar to WA-\'-36(), 
and the sycamore stencilling. The Lantz-Ziegler House retains an tmcommon number of 18th and 
cady 19th ccntW)' structw-al features in a n."lnarkable state o(prl..-scnation. 

#8 Significance end notes 

1 :Maryland Historical Tmst sur,·ey 

2 Bell. Herbert C.. 1-Iisto"· of Lcitcrshun.: District published b)· the author 1898. p.92. 

3 Ibid p. 92 

4 Ibid p. 217-2 J 8. 

5 Ibid p. 92. 218. 

6 Ibid p. 2 J 8. 

7 \\1ashington C'mmlv L.'Uld Records .. .. 

8 Bell. p.99. 

9 Bell. p. 93. 

10 Ibid p.263-2(H. 

11 Ibid p.265. 

12 Ibid p. 92. 

J3 Ibid p. 265-266. 

14 \\'ashington Countv Land Records 223/.+.iO 
·. ... ., 
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MABYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Rural Agrarian Intensification, 
1680-1815 

Agricultural-Industrial Transition, 
1815-1870 

--Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme: Architecture 

Resource Type: 

Category: Buildings 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function and Use: Farm 

Known Design Source: None 
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TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

Maryland Historical Trust Survey #3078 
DATE OF SURVEY: StIMt!'ler O Federal KJ State 
bEPOSITOl'IY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Maryland Historical Trust 
S'fR T ANO NUMBER: 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

!Kl Occupied YH: 

0 Unoccupied 0 RHtricted 

0 PreHrvotion work 0 UnrHtricted 

in progre11 [ll No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Comments 
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0 Excellent KJ Good 0 Foir 
1--------CONDITION 

(Check One) 

Ii! Altered <: 5~ 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (/I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins D ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 6CJ Original Site 

This house is located on the north side of Maryland Route 60, the Leiters
burg-Ha3erstown Road on the east bank of the Antietam Ci-eek, southwest of 
Leitersbur~ in Washington County. It stands on an area of level ground 
above the Creek and faces south. 

'I'he structure i!'l a twn story, five bay stone dwe11in~ with a two story, 
four bay stone and fral'le ell extendin3 to the rear or north. A modern 
twn story addition has heen attached to the rear elevation of the ell. 
The walls of the 1'1Ain section are constructed of coursed local fieldstone. 
The front elevation dis:' lays carefol 1 y dressed stn1"H• a 1 rrinst havin3 the 
a!1pearance c-f asl-tlar. A ro11~h w:'1tertable eYtends along the front eleva
tion ab....,11t three feet above ~nund level. Where space al lows flat ~ack 
arches n~ dressed stone are present over the windows. 'l'he first story of 
the ell is ....,f' st-one c,1".1str·ct-inn, e"':'loying rrrngher coursin3 t-'han that 
11sed at the main !'lection. Its up~er story is "f fra"'le construction cnvere "' 
with white wooden sidin3. m 

Openings ap~ear- tn 'liave been arranged s~etrically in the front ele•.ratinn. 
Windows have wide frames displayin3 peg~ed jnining and trimmed with n~ee 
,,,,,1din~. Twelve over twelve pane double hung sashes are ~resent at t-he 
first stnry of the front elevatinn while all others with t-he exception of 
those in the fra,....e section have nine o••er six pane sas'1es. Windows in the 
frame second story of tl-te ell have t'W") nver t-wn ~ane Vict-nrian perind 
sashes. Windnw fral'les at the stc-ne section of the el J are wide with 
~e~ged joining, b11t are devnid nf trim. ?.fany windows are flanked with 
louvered shutters. 

The ,....ain entrance is located in the center hay of the front elevation, 
The present ent:rancepiece appears to be a replacement of the nri~inal. 
Its narrow framing is finished with molded trim. DnHble doors, each with 
five low relief panel!'! have matching !"aneled jambs. Over the doors is a 
broad five lieht transom. A three bay one story porch qhelters the 
entrance. It is supported by round doric style pillars. Other entrances 
are located at the rear or north elevation where a simple door leads to 
the porch of the ell, and in the east and west elevations of the ell. A 
double :it')rch ~m!'ported by square posts with Victorian perind tri'l"l extends 
along most of the east elevation of the ell. 

The roofing materials emr>loyed include sheet metali asphalt and slate. 
The rnof extends beyond the east gable wall of the main sectinn while 
termi~ating flush with the end walls of the other elevations. The harge 
boards are trimned with courses of molding. The eaves of the main section 
are finished with wonden coved cornices. 

Brick chimneys with several courses of corbeling at their tops are located 
inside each gable end of the main section. Two smaller chimneys of 
similar construction extend from inside the north gable end of the ell and 
near its center. 
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The house is primarily significant for its architecture. It is also 
important for its association with the Lantz and Zeigler families, 
orominent early residents of the area who operated a mill and distillery 
on this property. 

Accordin~ to Herbert C. Bell's Historv Of Leitersburf District, the 
1-touse was built by George Lantz about the year 1800. George Lantz, 
born ~!ay 19, 1766, came to the Leitersburg vicinity with his father, 
Christian Lantz in 1775, presumably from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
Christian established a grist mill on the Antietam near the site of this 
house. The mill eventually came into the possession of Christian Lantz's 
son, Christian, George Lantz's brother. It was operated through much 
of the 19th century by the Zeigler family. George r.antz, to whom the 
construction of this house is attributed, apparently concentrated on 
farming. After his death in 1802, the stone house became the residence 
of George's daughter and son-in-law Frederick K. Zeigler. The house and 
subsequently the mill were in the Zeigler family until 1943. 

The exterior of this house is representative of the five bay center 
entrance plan dwelling which cmnprises a major architectural group in 
Washington County. Such buildings, often constructed of local field
stone are remotely based on the Georgian style, prominent during the 
mid 18th century, particularly as it was adopted in Pennsylvania. 

Although the ~ouse is said to have been built about 1800, it has many 
features which associate it with earlier structures. Its raised paneled 
doors with the long strap hinges as well as the massive framing of doors 
and windows reflect building techniques of the second half of the 18th 
century. The very unuqual roof structure eMployin~ the major rafter and 
purlin syqtem is reminiscent of 17t'!l and early 18th century construction. 

This house is particularly si3flificant because it retains s~ much of its 
ori~inal e~terinr and interior woodwork and because i~ eMp1oys ~OT'le 
• .. must,al C"nstructi.on technif!ues whic!'l utilize building practices nruch 
nlder than t'ie hrmse is pre~uned to be. 

1 ~~erl,ert C. 3e11, ~is tor• Of Leitersbur~ r.t strict. 
Leitersb•1r3, ~!d: tlie authnr. (1908) p. 218. 
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~elI, !!erhert C., !Ii <itory Of !..eitersbur~ TJistrict, Leitershur::, Md: 
the author, 1908. 

Wa~;i~~ton County Land Records . 

. 10. (;EOGRAPKlCAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

--.~~~~~~~~~--.~~~~~~~~~-t Rt-~~~~~~o_F~L_E_s_s_T_H--.A_N_T_E_N~A~C~R~E~s~-
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY• 279.77 

Acreage Justification: 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Washinst 0 n County Historical Sites Survey October 197') 
STREET AND NUMBER• 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN• STATE 

Ha3erstnwn l.faryland 

l.Zo, State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl ) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local 0 

Signature 
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ii 7 Contir11ed 

The ~nin ~ntrance npenq into a central st-air hall. Thn stair is Ret 
in a recess in the west "1311 of the hallway at the rear of the hou$e . 
'fl1p three part stai r hac; decorative scr~t l s ap~lied to the ends of 
the riserA. The newel, baluqters and hand r ail are square and low. 

Dnnrs thrnu~hout the main sect i on are hP;wy '.rf.th T"aic;ed panelA t r immed 
with qt1ar ter r "11nd mol ding . Ma i n doorc; have qfx ~anels wHle smal l er 
secondary doorA have fnur panel s. Al l are c;ec11red with broad wrought 
c;trap hin3es which arrear to be n~iginal. A dn0r leadinc to the exterior 
a t the rear of the hall i s faced with heavy vertical planks. Door frame s 
like the dnnr pan"!ls are triTllTTled \.rf.th quart<?r r C'11nd Moldinz. 1n most 
r onmc; bas·e h"ardc; are joined at corners with exp0sed dovetai l ine , an 
on•1s11al feat:t•re fnr the ar ea . 

Eac;t nf the hal l il'I a capaci ous room evtendine the width of the ho•Jse . 
In its ea~t ~11 i R a l arge firPplace framed with a ~i':':!ple architr ave 
ahnve wliich an" c;everal cnur !"eq 0f m-:>ldin3 trinm:f.nc a c;hel f. An "ut 
c;tandtn~ Craract-eri~tic nf thfc; fireplace i<t t'lP pair n~ fo11r panel 
hin:;ed dn,..rs which C"ve-::- its n~enin:; . They are i::i1"1i1ar tn nt-her dnnrc; 
in the """AP ;:i.nd a~;:'P.:lr nri~inal. ')the~ fi rP~1acPc; i:1 the TT'lair\ sectinn 
i:tr<> Cf <1"'1al1,.,r pror0rtiC'n J-.l't dfR:;-1ay ~friflar ~i..,plP tri'l'. 

Annther •1rcof"'!"l"O f"!ah.!re nf thP. --iain c;ecr-i nn nf thi $ house i R t-he T f'l')f 

f~a,..,inc a<1 0bciPrved from thp ar-t i c where thren ?af,.-c; rif l"lajnr c;,,ppor~ing 
rafter<1 carry pu"."1 inci . 

'Mi.ere i~ "" dirPct acceqc; frrim the Mafn ciectfn~ ~,.,the P1 ~. Tfke the 
1"'1-lin <'ltruct11rt'>, ~he i nterinr nf the el 1 apriearl'I tn retain n•1ch nf its 
nri~inat 'W'"'ndw·--rv. Rach "f its tW"l rn0ms at the fircit <1tnry has a 
firepl1-1ce. The smi:tl 1er iR in the inner ronri a~d fc; faced with a rnn1ded 
,..,antelpfece. A l arge senrice fireplace, lncated 1.n t::he rinrth end r nnm 
i S trir!'ed wftl, a cdlTl!'l e !=!hP.1 f <lt•pr"r t<>d h~• hrackPt<l and 'illq ~afrc; C"f 
hnard donrc; acrn~~ itc; f,.-,.,nt-. The wondwnrv in this qpction i:tppear s newer 
hy sevP.ri:t1 ~ecades thi:tn that in the main c;ect-ion. S1.mp1ifjed Victorian 
perind wnndwn,...~ is present in the second c;tnry nf thp ell . 

The ~n1 •cie il'I in gnnd cnnditinn and stands nn a tract cnntaini ne 279 . 77 
acrec;. 
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~r Fnl i" 
,57 /132 

Liber Fnl in 
2"3/4f\I) 

Liber Fol1.,.. 
R7 /6110 

Will 
~r Fnl f n 
E/ 37R 

OEED llECl"lt>OS 

Mar ch 27, 1Q73 
r.t"Rntnrq: ()qcar E. I.n.,man & Harvey M. Mi 1 l er, Exec\ltors and 

RPpre<1entatfves fot: the Estate 0 f Nary r .. s. Osborne 
C:i,.,,p i nn . 

Gr antee· ~ar~uerite M. Lnhl"'lan 
ParcPl fl 1. "Skfpton-On-Craven" . 

A1131•s"" fl, Jq1,.1 
r.r:intnr 'l: r.enr~e F . Zeiglpr & µelen S. ZPi~ler 
r.rantee: ~'.ary J.. S . Osbo,.nP C:impinn \~ 

$21,000. 115 .9R acrPs. The deed qtates that r.enr e e P . Ze i gler 
inherited the pt:Qperty from Genr e e W. Zei3ler 1 Will Liber I, 
Folio 32fl. 

May 14, IRR c; 
lir:int,..rq: Frederick K . Zeigler & L<'•Jisa ZPfeler 
~rantee· CPnr~e W. Zeigle,. 

" Slri ptnn On Cr av en ," 11r.ood, " ' 'Rec:11r,,ey nn We 11 T:i 11eht " and 
"'l'ry Al!. " . 141 acres, 1 rnnd, 3 per chPq. 
The prn~erty ic: deqcrihed aq hein3 a portion nf the land 
dPvii:led tn <':Pnr ee W. Ze i 31er and FredPriclc K. Zei~let: by 
Frederick K. Zei g l er, Sr. 

NovPnher 2, 1R52 
Will of Frederick Y. . Zeieler . 

" T ~fve :ind devise t0 "'Y qonq r.enr~e W. and l"rede,.icl< K. a ll the 
residue nf my 111ansinn farm cm.,pri ~in~ l and" nncP ,..wried by my wife, 
1 andc: !''1rcliaced froin T,..hn "A:;er and f r r-m r-p,..reP and Adarrt J.antz .... . 
cn.,tainin~ ahn11t 270 acre'l. 11 
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Heimer Farm House 
Barn and stable 
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