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Mid 19th Century Brick House near Leitersburgs

AND/OR HISTOMIC:

i Ot
:::?:1":“"'!

e
STR!E'I‘ ANQ NUMBER:

West of NMoute 69& North of Ba%t!etﬂwn Road

(Leitersburg R

CITY OR Towm

Leitershurg Vieinity

STATE

o R A Rt
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Chack One) s SATA TO THE PUBLIC
[] Distriet ™) Building [[J Public Public Acquisition: £] Occupied Yes:
] Site [ Structure |EZ Privere [ In Process ] Unoceupied [ Restricted
] Object [0 Bosh [ Being Considered [[] Preservation work Cl=thiietornd
in progress 8 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural [0 Government O Park [C] Transportation [l Comments
[C] Commercial ] Industrial [ Private Residence [C] Other (Specity)

[0 Edueational [ Milirery ] Raligious

[] Entertainment 0 Museum [ Scientific

David H. Ebersaole

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route # 5

CITY OR TOWN:

OURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:

West Washinzton Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Hagerstown o/ 21740
itle = 3
; Tel Rl B T
TITLE OF SURVEY:
DATE OF SURVEY: ’ [ Federal [ Stote [C] County ] Loecal

|[DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

BTREET AND NUMBER:

JCITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PS-T709
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(Check One)
[] Excellent Good 1 Feir [[] Deteriorated [J Ruins [ -Unexposed
CONDITION
{Check One) (Check One)
(1 Altered < 507, [ Unclrered [] Moved E Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT #» 4D ORIGINAL (I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located at the end of a long private lane leading
northwest from Maryland Route 60, north of Battletown Road in
the Leitersburg vicinity of Washington County. It is situated
on relatively level ground and faces south,

The structure is a two and one half story, four bay brick dwell=-
ing resting on low limestone foundations. A one story leanto
addition covered with Cerman or coved board siding is attached
to the north elevation. Common bonding is in evidence at all
elevations of the structure, there being generally five courses
of stretchers between header rows. No decorative brickwork was
observed. All original openings except those at the attic level
display narrow framing under wide wooden lintels. Six over six
pane double hung sashes are present at most windows. Those at
the main story are flanked with pairs of three panel shutters.
Louvered shutters are present at the upper story windows.

Entrances are located in the two center bays of the front eleva-
tion, Both appear to have received equal treatment and have
trangoms over the doors.

The roofing material is asphalt shingles. The roof structure
terminates beyond the end walls with a plain barge board trimmed
with a decorative piece facing the eaves boxing. Brick chimneys
with corbels at their tops are located inside each gable end.

The house appears to be in good condition and stands on a tract
containing 111.41 acres. East of the house is a large frame bank
barn and other buildings related to agricultural use.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [ 18th Century 1 20th Century
[ 15th Century ] 17th Century E] 19th Century (mid)

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (Tf Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [} Education [ Political O Urben Planning
[ Prehisteric [C] Enginaering [ Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[0 Historic O Industry losophy

[ Agriculture 1 Invention [] Science

2 Architecture [J Lendscape [ Sculpture

O Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[0 Commerce O Literature itarian

[0 Communications 1 Military [0 Theaoter

[ Conservation 0 Music [[] Transpertation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this houge is its architecture.
Constructed of brick, employing common bonding at all eleva-
tions, and having wide wooden lintels over its openings, the
house would appear to date from the mid-19th century. The
presence of two front doors, side by side appears to be a
Germanic tradition. Double front doors are found on numerous
houses in Washington County where many Pennsylvania Germans
settled,
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE proPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
n OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes 5 d Deg Minutes S d
MW L] 3 - o . - 4] . - o L3 -
NE o " - [-] . -
SE o " - -] . -
5! Q ] - a " -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

111.41 acres.

‘Acreage Justification:
]

1. FORM PREPARED BY
MAME AND TITLE:
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Washington County Historical Sites Survey

DATE

October 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:
Court House Annex

STATE

Maryland

CITY OR TOWN:
Hagerstown

St

State Liaison Officer Review: (0Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:

National [7] State [ Local [

1]

ignature
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. NOMINATION FORM
for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

Berger's Auto Custom Shop

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Rock Forge Distillery

— e A
Millers Church Road

CITY OR TOWN:
Leitersburg Vicinity

STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Washington

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

[ Distriet ] Building |0 Publie Public Acquisition: ] Occupind Yes:

0O Sive [ Strecture  |E] Private [ In Process o [ Restricted

[ Object [0 Beth [ Being Considered B Prsenevidion sni [0 Unrestricted
B Ne

OWNERSHIP STATUS

in progress

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Agricultural ] Government O Pork [C] Transportation [ Comments
@ Commarcial [ Industrial [ Private Residence [ Other (Specity)
[ Educationa! [ Militery [ Religious

[] Entertainment [ Museum [ Scientific

STREET AND ::%? Mge‘-
Doute # 5, Box 271

CITY OR TOWN:

SEE INSTR JCTIONS

.at.u\‘:ﬁ.w Al
ICOURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

West Washington Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Hagerstown Maryland

21740

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [0 Federal [ State [ County [0 Lecal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: =

o~ [BTREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN!: STATE:

PSS =708
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{Check One)

[C] Excellent [J Goed i€l Fair [C] Deteriorated [ Ruins O ‘Unexposed
CONDITION o (Check One)
] Altered < 507 [ Unelrored O] Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This structure now serving as Berger's Auto Custom Shop 1s located

on the west bank of the Antietam Creek on the south side of Millers
Church Road near its junction with Maryland Route 60 just south of
the Pennsylvania Line, in Washington County., It is situated on low
lying ground and faces north with its gable end toward Millers Church
Road.

This building is constructed of brick, two bays in width at the front
elevation and three bays in length, Set on low stone foundations,
its walls display common bonding at all elevations with, generally,
five ecourses of stretchers between header rows. There appears to be
no decorative work associated with the masonry. A modern aluminum
building 1s attached to the north elevation and an older frame struc~
ture extends from the south elevation.

Windows appear to have been placed in the walls with some concern for
symmetry. Narrow rounded frames hold six over six pane double hung
sashes where those that are original remain. Wide wooden lintels are

present over the openings. Some window frames have hinge pins indica-

ting that shutters were present.

A large entrance is located at the north end of the east elevation.
A smaller door is located in the same elevation. TIn the west gable
wall doors are present at bhoth of the main stories. All appear to

be original with framing similar to that of the windows.

The ronf extends beyond the end walls and terminates with a barge
board trimmed with courses of molding. Returns are set deep in the
gable walls. The eaves are finished with boxing with decorative
molding. Small brick chimneys are located inaide each gable end.

The original use of this building is not known. Tt would appear,
however, that it may have been functioned as part nf the Rock Forge
ironmaking, milling and distillery complex during the 19th century.
The building is in fair condition and stands on a tract containing
16,441 acres.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[0 Pre-Celumbian ] 16th Century [ 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century [0 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (Tf Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aber iginal [ Education [ Political [0 Urben Planning
[ Prehistoric [] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. (] Other (Specity)
[ Historic ] Industry losophy

O Agriculture 1 Invention [[] Science

[ Architecture [ Lendscape [ Sculpture

0 Amn Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[ Commerce [ Literature itarian

[0 Communications 1 Milirary [] Theater

[C] Censervetion [ Music [] Transportation

[STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure is significant for its architecture and for the
role it played in the Rock Forge complex during the 19th century,

Architecturally the structure is an example of a mid 19th century
vernacular building presumably constructed for some commercial

or industrial purpose as suggested by the type and location of
its doors. Tt is said to have been used as a distillery. This
tradition is supported by references to "Rock Forge Distillery"
in deeds for this property.

The area in which it is located was long established as a commer-
cial and industrial site. The Rock Porge, an iron operation run
by Samuel and Daniel Hughes, owners of several other iron making
concerns in the area, was established in 1770 and operated until
1795.1 The Forge is said to have been located on the west bank
of the Antietam north of Millers Church Road. A 1794 map of
Washington County, however, places the Forge on the east bank of
the Creek. A grist mill was also located at Rock Forge. All
that remains of this industrial and commercial complex are some
depressions in the earth.

1 Joseph T. Swingewald, Jr., The Iron Ores Of Maryland.
Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press. (1911) p. 143.
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Bell, Herbert C.,
the author, 1908,

Griffith, Dennis, "Map Of Maryland," 1794.

Singewald, Joseph T., Jr.

History Of Leitersburg District.

The Iron Ores Of Maryland.

Leitersburg, Md:

Second Edition, 1813.

Baltimore:

Johns Hopkins University Press. 1911,
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

RPN A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRONERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

16.441 acres.

;Acreage.JustificatiOnz
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H
o

NAME AND TITLE:
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Washington County Historical Sites Survey

DATE
October 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:
Court House Annex

STATE

Maryland

CITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

“state Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [ State [ Local [

Signature
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