
AB~TRACT 

WA-I-172 

Gabby House 
Leitersburg Vicinity 
private 

late 18th century 
mid 19~h century 

This two part house consists of a central chimney 
W"'oden structure qheathed with German siding to which has 
been added a two story maqonry section probably dating 
from the mid 19th century. The wooden section is said to 
have been built by John Gabby, an early Scotch-Irish settler, 
prior to the Revolution. John Gabby ' s son Joseph who held the 
farm from 1806 to 1856 was a prominent citizen of Washington 
County, ~erving as a rne~ber of the Governor ' s Council and the 
H~use Of Delegates aq well as the County Lfovy Court. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

z.i-01 ~'"-52.C4-
tJA-r -112 
District 9 
Map 26 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

11.' NAME 
.. _ " 
.• . 

COMMON1 

Stone and Lo: I!ouge, Leitersburg Vicinity 
AND/o .. HISTD!tiC1 

Cab by E!l)t!Se 

12. LOCATION 
" . 

ST .. ltltT ANC' NUM•& .. 1 
. 

Off LP.ttersbur~-State Line nond at Antietam 
Cl TY D .. TOWNI 

Leitersh•IT'" Vicinitv 
. 

ST ATC I COUNTY' 

Marv land tJ1u~hinf'ton 

13. CLASSIFICATl<»t . ' .. ,,, 
"" 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Cheek One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Oiatrlct ~ Bullcllnt 0 Public Publrc Acquisition: ~ Occuplecl Yea: 

0 Site 0 Structure 13 Private 0 In Proceu 0 Unoccuplecl 0 RHtrlcte4 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Conalclero4 0 Preaervotion worlc 0 UnrHfrlct.cl 

In progrea a GI No 

PA llSl:N T USE (Check On• or llor• e• Approprl•I•) 

Gi Agrlculturol 0 Go ... rn-nt 0 Porlc 0 Tronaportotlon 0 Com1nenta 

0 c-merclol 0 lncluatrlol fi} Prlvot• RHlclence 0 Other (Speclf'T) 

0 Educotlonal 0 Mllltory 0 Rellgloua 

0 Entorlolnment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f•. OWNER OF PROPERTY ~· 
,, 

» .. 
IU"Nl: .. ' S NAMEt 

Gorman A. ~urr 
ST .. l:l:T AND NUM•l: .. 1 

~oute fl 5 
CITY D .. TOWN: 'STATE: j2t740 TlR3erst"''W'fl Maryland 

l5· LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .... ·• 
;v,,• 

CDUATHOUSE., "EOlaTllY Of' DEllOa, It TC1 

Washineton County Court House 
ST .. l:ltT ANO NUM91t .. l -

Pes \.Jashington C::tT·eet 
Cl TY DA TOWN: I STATE 

!21740 lia3erqt-own '1.aryland 

Title Reference of C1,rrent n.::..::.n (Bnnlr & Per. f) : ~5~/.554 

1•~ REPttHfNT.UION IN EX1$TlHG SURVEY$ t . '~ ~.,. 

TITLlt OF SUAVltY1 

'1arvland qf~tnrical Trust ~ev #3075 
DAT& 01' au .. Vl:Y1 c:,,...,.,,er 1967 0 Feclerol Iii Stote 0 County 0 Locol 
b&PDSITO .. Y FO .. •u .. v&Y .. ltCO .. O•• 

Marvland ~li~tnrical Trust 
ST .. llll T ANO NUMelt .. 1 

21 C::t:1t-p Ci,.~lP 
CITY 0" TO"Nl rTATE1 I Annan')lfq MArvl ::inn 

PS- 709 



I'. 0!$CRl?TtOH 

(Check One) 

0 Good Ei3 Folr 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

&) Altered < 50"{ 0 Unclt9 red 

(Check One) 

0 Oeterloroted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT, ~o ORI QIN Al. (If Jmown) PHVtlCAI. APPEARANCE 

,, 

0 Ruin• 0 Un .. poeed 

(Ch•clt One) 

0 Moved l!J O.lglnol Slt9 

Thiq house is located at the end of a long private lane leading north
eagtwardly frn~ the T~iterRburg-State Line ~oad, just east of the Antietam 
Creek, north of LeiterRburg in Washin~ton Cnunty, !aryland. Tt stands on 
a rise nf zround above the Antietam Creek and faces south. 

This two part dwelling consistA of a two qtory, three bay stone and brick 
section which is attsched tQ a tYO story, four bay weatherboarded struc
ture. The maRonry section is covered with a layer nf rough cast or qtucco 
which has been incised with perp~ndicular lines to resemble cut blocks. 
'l'he German sidine or weatherboarding of the wooden section would appear to 
conceal log conRtruction. Both sectionq are set on low fieldstone founda
tions. 

Openings in the ma~onry section appear to have been spaced evenly in the 
front elevation. The window gashes are held within narrow rounded frames 
to which are attached pairs of four panel shutters at the first story and 
louvered shutters at the second story level. 

The main entrnnce in the magonry Rection is eJaborate for a rural Washing
ton County house. It consists of a broad seven light transom and side 
lights held within a narrow frame. Flanking the door are oval reeded 
attached colnmns. Evidence is present of a one 9tory entrance porch. A 
second entrance is present in the rear or north elevation opposite the 
front entrance. It is quite plain and doPs not include a transO'.Il. 

Openineq in the W'.>oden section are much smaller in size than those in the 
masonry structure. Si~ over six pane double hung sashes are held within 
frames which appear to have been altered when weather hoardine was applied 
to the structure. The main entrance to the wooden section is located in 
the third bay from its west end. The entranceway consists of a simple 
door frame without a transom A 9econd entrance is located in thP Pa~tern 
bay of the rear or north elevation. 

A double porch included under the main roof span extends along the front 
elevation of the wooden qection. It is supr>0rted by chamfered square 
posts. 

Both the wnoden and masonry structures are roofed with sheet metal. A 
stepped effect has been achieved at the east eable of the rnasonry section 
with the ~ddition of brick finishine at the ends of the eaves. Double 
chimneys of brick are located inside thP weqt eable Pod. A flue of brick 
extends f~o~ th~ interior nf the woodPn ~ection, near it9 center. The 
eaves of both sections are finished with simple boxing. 

The masonry portion of the qtt:Ucture is in deteri~rated condition whi e 
the ~oden section appearq to he in eood condition. 'ear the dwelline 
is a larze barn and other b•.iildine re ated to agricultural use. ThP 
property contain~ 101.725 acres. 
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PERIOO (Cll•dt One or /llor• •• Approf"l•I•) 

0 Pre-Columblon 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC:t Fl c: OA TEISI (11 Apptlceflle •nd Kno'"" 

.\REAS OF SIGNIFIC:ANC:E (Checlr One or More •e Appropr/•t•) 

Abor io inol 0 Educoflon 

0 p,.hlatoric 0 EnoinHrino 

0 Hiatorlc 0 lndu11ry 

0 Agrlcultv,. 0 lnYentlon 

EJ Architecture 0 LoJ\d1cop• 

0 Att Architecture 

0 c-m•rc• 0 Literature 

0 Communicotlona O Mlli tory 

0 ConterYotion 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIC:ANC:E 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

~ 18th Century 

fD 19th Century 

Politiccil 

Rel igion/Phl. 

lo1ophy 

Selene• 

Sculpture 

Socio l/Humon-

I tori on 

Theoter 

T ronaportot Ion 

0 20rh Century 

0 Urbon Plonnino 

0 Other (Specify) 

'l'hi .. house ii:: primarily c;i~ificant for tt<J architect"•..tre. Tt- is also im
portant for it~ a~Qociat1on with the Gabby family, prnminent ear1y resi 
dents of Washington County who apparently built both portions of the house. 

Built in qectinns, this houRe represents two distinct periods in Ha.,.'ling
ton County'~ architectural history. The W""!oden section, pre<>UT"1ably of log 
conl'lt-r•1ction, a!lpe:or<l to be the eRrlier of the two. Con&tructed with a 
central fltte it renresentq an 18th rentnr.y forn C'f vern'\cular architectur"' 
T "'3~ were \tc;ed e'<tenqively for ea,..ly hui1 dings in Wa .. t..ineton Co•mty, beine 
t~e priMary buildine material from the earlieq~ da~~ nf apttle~Pnt itntil 
ahout- 1~no . ~fortunately, the we~therbo~rdin~ conceals the origin~l 
constr11ction of thi" house . It .. interi -.r was nof- ""'<<"l'Tlined. 

Al"'cordinz to 1terbert C ~pl 1 in h1 s Hi ~tory Of Leitercibur~ 1)istrict, this 
portion of the hf'IUSP was built by John r.ahhy ;-..-inr to the ~evolution. In 
1769 John Gabby purci.,asPd f.rom PetP.r Good t6i; 8CT'P<' nf the 1'npqurvey On 
Well Ta•1:ht " and "T>Prry' Reti:rP"len~" . l 1'te lat-er ~caui,..ed addit1on-'l1 land~. 

1'he 'T18St'\nry '"ection of thP structure wo11l d appear to date From the mid l 9t 
CPntur~· To an pvtpnt it shows influencP of thP nree~ Revival Sty1e in 
Wa sloiin~ton Crw11ty ' ., rural do!"leatic archi tect•rre 

In 179~ John rAhb~ divided hi~ plantatinn in WRqhington County> seJlin~ it 
to twt'.I nf his ~onci> Jnhn and William John Gabby Jr. received t-he pnrt-inn 
o~ hici ~ather ' 0 land on whi ch thP imrrnvPmP.ntq ~re situ~tPd. l~Pn Tohn 
Gabby Jr. died in l~O~, the farm he had purc~ased fT-oM his fatier in 1795 
paaq"'d to ltis yo1.rn~Pr hrot'1er oseph. Tr1ser>h Cabby re-;ided on the pro::ert 
until hi .. dP.ath in 18%. rre ope.,..ated a dfqti11ery ;i l one wfth thP farm. 
Jnsenh Gabby waq a!l:>arently an influential memher of the coTTl!'!'lunity <>erving 
aA a member of th~ r.overnor ' s Counci1, the qnuse Of Delezates and the 
County !.Pvy Cnurt.2 

The Gahby family, of Scotch-Ir:h!t de0 cent, a!'Pa,..ently came to WRshington 
County from Penns)•lvania. 

l l!erbert C. 1'ell, rti '"tor y Of Leitersbur g District 
Leitersbur~, !1d· the author (1908) p. 53, p 216. 

2 Ib1.d. 

PS- 7011 
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19._, -~JOR &tiLIOGRAPHICAL R!FEREMC!S \• 
' " 

~ -. . ., .. ~- .. 
·~-

. 
Bell, Herbert c., Hfstor z Of Leitersbttr~ D1 stri ct. Lc>itersbure, Md: 

thl' auth"'r, 1908. 

Was~ington Coont~ Land Records. 

WU 'l i aJ'l9 , T. J. C . , H:I atory Of Wan him~ton CountI· !!a!:erstmm, Id: 
Mail Publbhinz Co., 1906 

r10. CEOGRAPtUCAl DATA ~· ;~?~ ·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANP LONGITUCI: COORDINATES 
" DEP'ININ G A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 Ol!:l'INING THE CENTER POINT o..- A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONQITUOE 

Oegr••• MlnulH Se cond• Degree s Minute• Se conda 0•11•••• Minute• Seconds Deg•••• Minute a Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
CIOI 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAG E OF N O MINATED PROPERTY: 103. 72 5 acres. ' 

Acreage J u s ti f i catio n : 

I 

I 

. 

• 

fl I. FORM PREPARED BY 
c' 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

PAula Stone nicll'ey, Con«1ultant 
ORGANIZATION I OA Tit 

Washin3ton County Historical Sites Survev October 1<>75 
STR&ET ANO NUM 8£R: 

Court House AnneY. 
CITY OR TOl'tNJ l' TATE I lfager.,tCIWn u"' r vl .. nA 

~ Sta t e Liaison Offic e r Rev iew: (Off i c e Use Only) 

Signifi canc e of thi s p roperty is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Si gnature 
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Page I 
WA-1-172 

Liber Folio 
238/57 

I iber ll'ol io 
206/QS 

Liber Folio 
20f;/98 

Liber 11olio 
1Q2/492 

r" 

Liber Folio 
155/674 

Liber FoHo 
90/378 

Liber Folio 
IN18/354 

Liber Polio 
lNl 9/398 

DEED PECOTlflS 

July 25, 1960 
f.!?-antnr: Carrie r.. SnutT 
Grantee · C'""rrian A. Snurr 

' 'Perry ' s 'Ret i rt'>ment, 11 '~rt ins Fancy, " "Rurket 's J ,ot, "'ReciurvPy 
On Well Tau3ht." 103 acree, 2 roods, 36 perches 

September 28, 1946 
Grantorq. A. M.a:y ~nltznian & C. ~oyd µ~ltz~an, et al 
Grant-eeq ~ JaTl'leS w. SntlTT & c~rrie L. ST\UTT 

Parcel I l 

February 12, 1Q3R 
Grantors· Evelyn M. Wachter 
nt-anteeq: A. May 1{o1 tZT"!An F. C. Royd PoltZl'lan, M. Edna TOl"l'lo & Aust' if' w. 

Toms 

'February 12, 1938 
Grantor: A. ~ay Rnltzman, et al 
Grantee: Evelyn M. Wachter 

. . January 7, l 933 
Grantot.. Otis Sinith 
Grantee~: A. May Holtzman & M. Edna Toms 

October 1, 1919 
Grantors: Hiram D. Middlekauff & Lavanda R. Middlekauff 
Grantee: Annie B. Smith 

$6965.62 n $6000.00 Mortgage 

April 5, 1887 
Grantor~ Peter Middlekauff 
Grantee· ~i ram D. Middlekauff 

$8,816.62 

March 4, 1R65 
Grantor· W:n Motter, Trustee of LPander McRee, deceaqed 
Grantee: Peter Middlekauff 

Property from the estate of Joseph Gabby, deceased. 
159~ acres. 

April 4, 1866 
Grantors: Jacob Miller & Catherine Miller 
Grantee: Peter Middlekauff 

'~artin ' s Fancy" 96a. 18p • 
••• beine part of the same tract conveyed by the heirs of 

Christian Kreider to Jacob E. Miller, Jwte 2, 1856. 

(C-:>ntinued) 



Pase II 
WA-I-172 

.ber Folio 
I/186 

DEED ~CORDS 

April 8., 1795 
Grantor· John Gabby, Sr. 
Grantee· John Gabby, Jr. 

1' 500 ' 'Resurvey On Well Taught, " ' 't-fartins Fancy," ' 'Rich Barrens", 66 a. 
' 'Exchanee" 3~ acres 
''Perry ' s Retirement" 4~ acres 
' 'Martin ' a Pancy" 2-1; acres 
''R.e~urvey On Well Taught " 10 acres . 
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