ABSTRACT

WA-I-185 Surveyed 1842
Miller's Church Road

Leitersburg Vicinity

public

This unpaved section of Miller's Church Road,
approximately one and a half miles in length, passes
through meadows, woods and areas with many limestone
out croppings. With a stone fence along much of its
length the road retains to a great extent its original
appearance. In addition to its scenic value the Miller's
Church Road is significant for its contribution to local
and regional commerce, communication and transportation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Miller's Church Road departs from the Hagerstown-Waynesboro highway, Md.
route 60 about two miles southwest of Leitersburg and rejoins the same
road near the Antietam Creek at Rocky PForge just below the State Line in
Washington County, Maryland.

The portion of the road included in the survey lies between the Greencastle-
Leitersburg Road and Jacob's Church. When photographed in June, 1974, this
section of road had never been paved and has retained to a great extent its
original appearance. Passing through hilly land with woods, meadows and
areas literally studded with limestone, this section of the road is quite
scenic and has received few 20th century intrusions.

By the southeast side of the road along much of its length is a fieldstone
fence of unmortared coursed local limestone. Several old buildings dating
from the late 18th through the mid 19th centuries (WA-I-184, WA-I-186, WA-
I-187) are located along this stretch of road along with Jacob's Church and
Cemetery, (WA-I-181), It should be noted that WA-I-184, a stone dwelling,
faces away from the road. This is an unusual arrangement which suggests
that the house may have been built in relation to another road.

The segment of Miller's Church Road being included in this survey is
approximately one and a half miles in length.

33

SNOILONYLS NI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

oA WRZ-TS

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century 18th Cen'gry (3 20th Century
{1 15th Century ‘00 17th Century X 19th Century .

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) Survexgd_Angn&t 7. 1842

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education (] Political ’ 0 Urben Planning
] Peshistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. Other (Specity)
O Histeric [ industry losophy _M_.
O Agriculture [ Invention ] Science
[0 Architecture {3 Landscope [ Sculpture
O A Architecture [J Secial/Human-
X Commerce O Literature itorion
Communications 0O Military [ Theoter
[ Conservation ) Music X Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This portion of Miller's Church Road is primarily significant for its
scenic value. Unpaved and largely in its original condition, it provides
a glimpse of an earlier Washington County. Few of the County roads remain
unpaved and those that do should be recorded and, if possible, preserved.

Additionally, Miller's Church Road is important for its contribution to
local and regional commerce, communications and transporti%ézn ince it
was opened about 1845. According to the Washington County,Lafd Records,
(Volume I, Page 402) the present course of Miller's Church Road from the
Hagerstown-Leitersburg Pike to what was then the Lyday's Sawmill at Rocky
Forge was surveyed on August 7, 1842. The plat for the road also showed
that an "old road" leading from the Greencastle-Leitersburg Road to Jacob'
Church was to be closed. This older road was located a short distance to
the north and west of the present route. Early maps of the County indicat&
that the road leading to Waynesboro, Pa. and Nicholson's Gap was located
slightly north of its present course through Leitersburg. According to
Herbert C. Bell in his History of Leitersburg Dclstrictt the old Nicholson'
Gap Road was changed to its present alignment in 1802.! The old Nicholson'
Gap Road would appear to have been in the approximate vicinity of Miller's
Church Road. No evidence has been found to ascertain whether part of
Miller's Church Road may follow the route of this important early highway.

1 Herbert C. Bell, History of Leitersburg District. Leitersburg,
Md: the author, (1908) p. 102.
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the author, 1908,
Griffith, Dennis, Map of Maryland, 1794.

Washington County Road and Land Records.

Bell, Herbert C., History of Leitersburg District. Leitersburg, Md:
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