ABSTRACT

WA-I-187 Early 19th Century
Log House, Miller's Church Road

Leitersburg Vicinity

private

This house is primarily significant for its
architecture. It ig{trelatively large log dwelling
in Washington County and also appears to be older
than many existing log structures in the area. The
house appears to have received few alterations. Its
interior and exterior woodwork suggest a building
date during the very early 19th century.
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This farm complex is located on the south side of Miller's Church Road,
east of Jacob's Church and west of Strite Road, near the Mason-Dixon Line
in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on rather steeply sloping
land and faces west.

The dwelling is a two story, four bay structure set on coursed fieldstone
foundations which are quite high at the south elevation. A four bay, two
story ell extends to the rear of the main section. The front or original
portion of the house is constructed of logs and sheathed with weather-
boarding. A double porch included under the main roof span extends along
the front elevation. The ell attached to the east elevation is of frame
construction sheathed with weatherboarding matching that used at the front
section,

elevations of the log structure show random window placement. Openings in
the ell are aligned with each other at the north and gouth elevations.
First story windows in the log section have wide wooden frames with simple
molded trim which hold nine over six pane double hung sashes. At the sec-
ond story level, similar frames hold six over six pane sashes. Windows in
the ell have similar sashes held within frames with flat applied trim.

has a pair of board shutters,

The main entrance is located in the second bay from the north end of the
front elevation. The door is framed similarly to the windows and includes

this at the second story level. It does not include a transom. Other en-
trances are located in the north and south elevation of the addition.

The roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal and extends beyond the end

the interior of the log section near the base of the east slope of its roo
A modern concrete block flue extends up the scuth wall of the addition.

The interior of the log portion of the house is divided by board parti-
tions. Doors have six raised panels with ogee trim. North of an interior
partition which divides the house from front to rear is a large fireplace
and a narrow stair located against the north wall and chimney. There is
evidence that this portion of the house may have been divided into two
roomg at one time. The remainder of the house consists of two rooms, the
front chamber being the larger with a fireplace.

The houge appears to be in good condition. Just to the south of the
dwelling is a square brick smoke house with a hipped roof. A frame bamnk
barn is located west of the house. The property contains 152,37 acres.

Openings are spaced at regular intervals in the front elevation while other

Smaller windows set in the foundations have wide frames. One such window

a narrow four light transom. Another entrance is located immediately above|

walls. A bell tower is located on the roof ridge of the main section. The
eaves boxing is finished with a course of simple ogee molding. Brick chim-
neys are located inside each gable end, inside the end of the ell and from

fr.

338

SNOITLODONY¥LSNI



)

INSTRUCTIONS

P Sy

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian {3 16th Century {3 18th Century O 20th Century
[ 15th Century (3 17th Century 19th Century (early)

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol [ Education O Political (J Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering O Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
{TJ Historic O Industry losophy

{3 Agriculture {1 Invention [ Science

Architecture [ Loandscape (3 Sculpture

0O An Architecture ] Secial/Human-

O Commerce [ Literature itarian

{J Communications O Military [0 Theater

[ Conservation O Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

a.
This house is primarily significant for its architecture. It is rela-
tively - large log dwelling in Washington County and also appears to be
older than many existing log structures in the area. The house appears
to have received few alterationd. 1Its interior and exterior woodwork
suggest a building date during the very early 19th century.

The farm includes parts of the land grants "Rich Barrens" and "Forest."
Rich Barrens, containing 1,154 acres was patented on April 27, 1767 to
Peter Sheiss. 1In 1770 he sold 713 acres to Dr. Henry Schnebley which

to Albertus Hafner, (Deed Liber T, Folio 731) who had grobably resided
as a tenant on the property for some years previously. John Simpson

from John Heefner in 1809, In 1814 the property was purchased by Samuel

Garver who in turn sold it to Samuel Lyday in 1832. (IN1/716, NN/107).
Later the farm was in the Horst family from 1846 to 1876 (74/488).

1 Herbert C. Bell, History of Leitersburg District, Leitersburg,
Md: the author, (1908) p. 34

was renamed the Forest. In 1787 Dr. Schnebley sold portions of the Forest

acquired this property in two transactions from Daniel Hughes in 1807 and
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Bell, Herbert C., History of Leitersburg District, Leitersburg, Md:
the author, 1908,

Washington County Land Records.
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