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Hagerstown
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Maryland Washington
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- in progress 0O Ne
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Miller's Mennonite Church
w STREET AND NUMBER:
w Route 5
v CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Hagerstown Maryland

Washington County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

| West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE
Hagerstown Maryland

original not record

308/628

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal [ State O County [ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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(Check One)
(X] Excellent ] Good [ Foir (O Deteriorated O Ruins 3 -Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
(X) Altered {7 Unaltered J Moved X} Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Miller's Mennonite Church is located on the east side of Miller's
Church Road, about 1/2 mile south of the Leitersburg-State Line Road
in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on sloping ground and
faces north.

The church building is a one-story brick structure six bays in length
and three bays wide. Additions with lower roof levels are attached at
each gable end of the main section.

Foundations of the central portion of the building are of coursed
local fieldstones. The end sections rest on concrete block foundatioms.
The brick walls display all stretcher bonding at all elevations. Deco-
rative trim includes segmental arches of brick over all windows.

Windows appear to have been spaced evenly in the walls. Those which
could be observed contain six-over-six light double-hung sashes held
within narrow frames under low arches. Openings in the main section
are flanked by louvered shutters.

The roof is of slate and extends beyond the end walls., The eaves
are treated simply with plain boxing. Small brick chimneys with several
courses of corbeling at their tops are located inside each gable end.

The church is in excellent condition with cornerstones showing re-
building dates in 1926 and 1968. Adjacent to the church is a large
cemetery plot.
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O Communications O Military [0 Theater
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Miller's Mennonite Church lies in its association
with early religious activity in Washington County and secondarily
in its architecture.

The original Miller's Church as described in Herbert C. Bell's
History of Leitersburg District, was a stone structure measuring 40
by 30 feet which was built in 1835. This stone building was replaced
by the present structure in 1926.

The origin of the congregation of Miller's Mennonite Church springs
from the early days of settlement in Washington County. According
to historians of the Mennonite Church, Samuel Bachtel, born in 1732
was serving as a minister in 1770. Bell's History reports that an
early Mennonite church stands on the farm near the village of Security
inWashington County, which was the home of the Bachtel family. The
18th century stone building, now in deteriorated condition is des-
cribed fully in form WA-I-114. The church on the Bachtel farm was
in use until 1835 when the stone Miller's Church building was erected.
On March 25th of that year, Christian Shank, Jacob Miller and John
Strite entered into a contract with Joseph Cookston for the construc-
tion of the stome church on Jacob Miller's Farm.l

lHerbert C. Bell, History of Leitersburg District, Leitersburg: Herbert

C. Bell (1908), p. 138.




Bell, Herbert C., History of Leitersburg District, Leitersburg, Md.:

Herbert C. Bell, 1908.
Williams, T. J. C., History of Washington Co., Hagerstown: Mail Publishing

Co., 1906.
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JILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:

ORM PREPARED B
NAME AND TITLE:

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Washington County Historical Sites Survey September, 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

Court House Annex

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [ Local [
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