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Paradise Mennonite Church is architecturally
significant as a large country church displaying
regional building characteristics of the late 19th
century. The unadorned appearance of the structure
also reflects Mennonite religious beliefs which
espouse a simplistic life style. There is a large
Mennonite population in Washington County, parti-
cularly in the Leitersburg, Fountain Head and Cono-
cocheague election districts.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Paradise Mennonite Church is located at the intersection of Paradise Church Road and
Eden Road north of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland. The church is located
on an area of level ground and faces east.

The large, one story brick structure is 13 bays in length and four bays wide. A
date stone set in its southeast corner indicates that the church was built in 1897
and rebuilt in 1972, The original dimensions of the structure are said to be 40 by
60 feet. It would appear that the south half of the building is an addition as is
a modern extension to the north gable end which is dated 1972,

The walls which rest on low fieldstone foundations have American or common bond
brickwork with generally seven courses of stretchers between header rows. Segmental
arches of brick are present above all openings.

All windows have six over six pane double hung sashes. Those in the side walls are
flanked with pairs of louvered shutters.

The roof is covered with slates and extends beyond the end walls of the building.
A brick chimney, topped with several courses of corbeling extends from the interior
of the building near its north end. A cemetery is located north of the church.

The building is in excellent condition and stands on a tract containing approximately

two acres. Attached is a brief history of Paradise Church and the Mennonite faith
from T.J.C. Williama' History of Washington County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



* E SIGNIFICANCE WA -T-93

~—PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW, |

.PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE XRELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 ——AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Paradise Mennonite Church is architecturally significant as a large country church
displaying regional characteristics of the late 19th century. The unadorned appear-
ance of the structure also reflects Mennonite religious beliefs which espouse a
simplistic life style. There is a large Mennonite population in Washington County,
particularly in the Leitersburg, Fountain Head and Conococheague election districts.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 _acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Waghington County Historical Sites Survey October 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STAYTE

Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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