ABSTRACT

WA-I-229 Early 19th Century
McKee=Martin Farm

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

Thig farm complex consisting of a one and a half

story rough cast house, presumably of stone eonstruction,
barns and outbuildings appears to date from the early 19th
century. The house with a double porch along its entire
front elevation which has an eastern exposure is an exam-
ple of a regional type prominent in the Cumberland Valley.

It was presumably built by John McKee whose father emigrated
from Ireland before 1787 when John is said to have been born.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm complex is located south of Reid Road, approximately one half mile east of Oaks
Road in Washington County, Maryland, The house is situated on high ground and faces east.

The dwelling is a one and a half story, five bay structure presumably of stone construction
sheathed with rough cast or stucco, The house is built into a hilx:side so that it is a

full two stories in height at the front elevation while the rear or west wall is one story ,
high., A double porch which is not included under the main roof span extends along the front
elevation, Although the porch appears to be original, its supports have been replaced at
the lower level with round metal poles. The upper part has square wooden chamfered posts
with a plain balustrade. A decoratively cut trim board extends along the eaves of the porch,
Access to the second level is gained by a flight of concrete steps at the south end of the
porch. The north end is enclosed by a wall with a window at each story level.

Windows and doors in the house have moderately wide frames with pegged joining at the main
story level. At the ground floor level, pegged joining was not observed. There openings
had square rather than mitered corners. The windows have six over six pane double hung
sashes, Those at the attic level have four over two pane sashes.

Entrances are to be found in the first and third bays from the south end of the main level
of the front elevation. Doors are located in the second and fourth bays at the ground story.

The roof is sheathed with sheet metal and extends beyond the end walls of the house. Br. .«
chimneys are located inside each gable end.

A concrete block outbuilding is located immediately south of the house and several barns
and agricultural structures are located further to the south.

The buildings appear to be in good to excellent condition and stand on a tract containing
112.4 acres, part of the land grant, "Nicholas' Contrivance."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm complex consisting of a one and a half story rough cast house, presumably of stone
construction, barns and outbuildings appears to date from the early 19th century. The house
with a double porch along its entire front elevation which has an eastern exposure is an
example of a regional type prominent in the Cumberland Valley. It was presumably built by
John McKee whose father emigrated from Ireland before 1787 when John is said to have been
born.

According to the Washington County Land Records, John McKee acquired the land comprising
this farm in several transactions during the early 19th century. In 1823 he purchased
86 3/4 acres of "Nicholas'! Contrivance!" and "All I Could Get" from Daniel Rench (GG/484).
99 December 31, 1828, John McKee bought an additional 53 7/8 acres and a four acre tract

om the heirs of Robert McKee., This land was part of "Clelland's Contrivance'" and '"Mary's
uarden" which presumably adjoined the first purchase. Robert McKee had bought it in 1801
from John Brumbaugh for k221, (KK/481, N/445),

John McKee's farm was inherited by his son, Robert in 1871 (Will Liber F/441). Robert and
Eliza McKee sold the farm, then containing slightly more than 141 acres to Abraham Eshleman
in 1876 (74/459). 1In 1895, Abraham Eshleman sold approximately 128 acres to David H., and
Mary L. Martin for $10,310.50, The farm has remained under Martin ownership until the pre-
sent. (104/259, 122/619, 366/472).
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