
ABSTRACT 
WA-1·240 
Shank Farm 
Hagerstown Vicinity 
private 

19th Century 

Typical of many 19th century farmsteads 
in Washington County is this stone house, frame 
bank barn and related outbuildings. 



Copy II 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST District 9 
Map 25 
Parcel 11 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Shank Farm 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Southea•t of Md. Boute 60, the Leiteraburg Pike. 
CITY, rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

-X VICINITY OF Haggstown 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Washington 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT __ PUBLIC 

LBUILOING(S) XnuvATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

STATUS 

X...ocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

PR,ESENT USE 

~AGRICULTURE 
~COMMERCIAL __ PArtK 

_EDUCATIONAL 

, _ENTERTAJNMENT 

-OBJECT __ IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED ___ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

X...NO _QlHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

#: Shank Farma, Inc. 
~~------~-~~~~~~~--~--------=-~~~~-----~~~~~~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

Route # 6 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Washington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

l!IREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21740 

Liber #: 397 
Folio #: 333 

STATE 

Maryland 21740 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

.>L_GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

~LTERED < 50'%, 

CHECK ONE 

){_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This farm complex is located at the end of a private lane extending in a southeasterly 
direction from Maryland route 60, the Leitersburg Pike. The house is situated on a 
slight slope and faces south. 

The dwelling is a two story, four bay buil~ing constructed of coursed local limestones. 
A one story, two bay leanto addition extends from the south elevation. Fairly large 
regularly shaped atones were used in the walls. At the east end elevation the masonry 
wall is visible only to the gable which is sheathed with shingle siding. There is no 
decorative masonry associated with the exterior of the building. 

Windows appear to be placed symmetrically in the walls. They have narrow frames which 
hold six over six pane doul>le hung sashes. Some windows retain pairs of louvered shutters. 
Others have pintles in their frames indicating that shutters were present at one time. 

An entrance is located in the second bay from the west end of the south elevation. The 
door appears to be framed similarly to the windows and is hung beneath a diamond pane 
transom. A second door is centered in the east end wall, along which runs a one story 
hip roofed porch supported by round doric type pillars. 

The roof of the house extends beyond the end walls and is sheathed with slates. Brick 
chimneys are located inside each gable end. 

South of the house is a large frame bank barn which faces west. Also present are various 
smaller barns and sheds. Leading in a westerly direction from a drive between the house 
and barn is a n&rrOW strip between a fence row and a grove of trees which appears as 
though it may have at one time been a lane or road. 

The buildings stand on a farm containing about 130 acres .. 
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Typical of many 19th century farmsteads in Washington County is this stone house, frame 
bank barn and related outbuildings. The house exemplifies several aspects of the Cumber
land Valley's rural arcaitecture,. Like many 18th and 19th century structures, it is built 
of the native stone. The house uses the four bay plan with doors in one or both of the 
two inner bays. This is a prominent regional type believed to be derived from Germanic 
building traditions. Characteristic of 19th century construction are the relatively large 
.a.tones forming the walls, the lack of decorative masonry work a.hove the openings and the 

jf!ffik+&!~ 

r-row window and door frames. 

The farm includes parts of the land grants, "Parmers Blessing" and the "Resurvey on long 
Meadow Enlarged." It is made up of several parcels which were acquired by Samuel and Mary 
and William and Esther Hykes prior to 1901. The portion of the farm on which the house 
stands in believed to be that which was owned by s .. Hoover in 1859 when a Map of Washington 
County depicting property boundaries and ownership was palished. No buildings are de
picted on this map for the Hoover property. 
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