ABSTRACT

WA=-I-246 19th Century
Brick House (No Longer Standing)
Paramount Vicinity

Although it is no longer standing, this
two story house which was built of brick in
the four bay off center front door plan exhi-
bited several important features found among
mid 19th century farmhouses in Washington Cou-
nty.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house which has fallen down since it was photographed in 1974, was located on the north
side of Long Meadow Road, about 1/4 mile east of Penngylvania Avenue near Paramount, north
of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland. It stood on a slight slope near the edge of
the road and faced south.

The house was a two story, four bay structure with a two story, three bay ell extending to
the rear or north.

The walls which rested on low fieldstone foundations were constructed with American or common
bond at all elevations. Flat arches of brick were present above the window and door openings.
Other decorative brick work included a course of alternately projecting bricksg at the eaves
of the front elevation giving the appearance of dentils.

Windows and doors appeared to have been spaced evenly in the front elevation. The windows
had narrow frames. At the time the house was photographed, part of the nine over six sash
remained in a first story window., The size of the second story openings suggests that six
over six sashes were used. The frames had hinge pins suggesting that shutters were present
at one time.

The main entrance was located in the second bay from the west end of the front elevation.
The opening was trimmed with a symmetrically molded architrave having decorated corner blocks.

Evidence remained of a gable roofed porch which sheltered the two center bays.
The house was roofed with sheet metal. Under the main roof span at the rear of the building

was a double porch which extended along the north elevation of the main section and the east
wall of the ell. Brick chimneys were located inside the end walls.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Although it is no longer standing, this two story house which was built of brick in the
four bay off center front door plan exhibited several important features found among mid

19th century farmhouses in Washington County.

These include the symmetrically molded trim

with decorated corner blocks at the front entrance, the brick dentil work and the use of

American or common brick bonding at the front elevation.

Many houses in the Cumberland

Valley have a similar door and window arrangement which is believed to be derived from Ger-
manic building traditions.
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