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ABSTRACT 
WA-I-263 
U:>g Structure 
Funkstolonl Vicinity 
private 

19th Century 

This three bay, two story log structure with a 
gable wall pa=tially of fieldstone construction may 
have been a dv.-.elling. However, the c?rrangemcnt of 
doors and windows at its front elevation with entrances 
at each end of its front wail does tend to support a 
suggestion by a local historian that the building ~.1ay 
have been used as a church during the 19th century. 
Indeed, a larger brick church built during the mid 19th 
century and now converted to a dwelling stands a short 
distance southeast of this structureo However, there is 
no reference to a church in the deeds to the property. 



Copy II WA·I-263 
District 10 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Map 57 
Parcel 98 

n:r~I if-1.1.(.,~C Li Ct 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY :>"""H 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

19th Century Log Structure 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

~nch Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Southwest !lf Funkstown 
STATE 
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IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Washington County Court House 
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West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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DATE 

Telephone #: 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
Maryland 21740 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAit! 

_DETERIORATED 

}LRUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ijLTERED < 50% 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The ruins of this log and stone building which was presumably a dwelling are located north 
of Rench Road just east of the Norfolk and 'Western Railroad• southwest of Funkstown in 
Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on an area of level ground and faces south. 

The building is a two story. three bay log structure sheathed with German siding. The west 
gable end to the height of one story is constructed of coursed local fieldstone. This stone 
section which had an exterior chimney has for the most part fallen away. Missing areas of 
siding reveal that an interior log wall extended across the house at the point where the 
stone section begins. The rest of the house rests on low fieldstone foUndations. No sashes 
remain in the windows. The window frames are narrow although some retain plain wide archi
traves. One window remaining in the north wall of the stone section has a moderately wide 
frame. No evidence remains of the windows having had shutters. 

The building has two entrances which are located in the east and west ends of the front ele• 
vation. Both are framed similarly to the windows, each having a vertical plank door. 

The roof is sheathed with slates and extends beyond the end walls of the house. The chimtt -~ · 
which stood against the west end wall has either been removed or has fallen away. 

fhe interior of the building appears to have been simply finished. Exposed lath is machine 
made. 

The house is in a ruinous state but was standing at the time these photogi;aphs were made in 
1975. It is located on a large farm on which the complexes described in forms WA•I-404 and 
WA•I-405 are discussed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_INVENTION 
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-LAW 
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_MUSIC 
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_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

This three bay, two story log structure with a gable wall partially of fieldstone construc
tion may have been a dwelling. However, the arrangement of doors and windows at its front 
elevation with entrances at each end of its front wall does tend to support a suggestion by 
a local historian that the building may have been used as a church during the 19th century. 
Indeed, a larger brick church built during the mid 19th century and now converted to a 
dwelling stands a short distance southeast of this structure. However, there is no refer
ence to a church in the deeds to the property. 

Architecturally this building provides an example of an important folk construction type in 
t~area. Log was a prominent building material in Washington County during the 18th and 
1 centuries. A superficial examination of this structure revealed no evidence of 18th 
ceucury construction. 

The property on which this' structure stands is part of a large tract which was patented under 
the name of ''Marsh Head" to Jacob Funk. Through the first three quarters of the 19th cen
tury the farm was owned by the Fiery family (L/642, 76/222). Prom 1879 until 1943, it was 
owned by the Murdock family (78/7, 112/353, 223/548). · 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Washington County Land Records. 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 156.17 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey March 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Cowty Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Haggcatm,m Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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