ABSTRACT :

WA=I=-268 19th Century
Gabriel-Fogle Farm

Cearfoss Vicinity

private

This stone farmhouse, probably dating
from the second quarter ot the 19th century,
i1s an example of a significant architectural
group in northern Maryland and southern Pennsyl=-
vania where limestone is found in great abundance,
The three bay, two story house has its main en~
trance at the side of the front elevation., It
can be considered typical of many farmhouses which
dot the countryside throughout the Cumberland
valley,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is part of a farm complex located north of the Coseytown Road on the Mason-Dixon
Line west of Maryland route 63, the Greencastle-Williamsport Pike, in Washington County., The
barn, a large frame structure, is located in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, The buildings are
situated on high ground and face east,

The dwelling is a two story three bay limestone structure, A one story, three bay wing, also
stone, with a deep overhanging porch extends to the north., The house is constructed of
coursed local limestone -4x . gshows no decorative magorry in association with the windows and
doors.

The openings appear to have been spaced evenly in the walls. Windows have narrow mitered
frames which hold nine over six pane double hung sashes at both the first and second stories.
Hinge pins in the frames indicate that shutters were present, Windows into the cellar have
wide frames with pegged joining which hold vertical wooden bars.

The main entrance is located in the north bay of the front or east elevation, The four panel
door is topped with a transom., Two limestone steps lead to the entrance., There is no ev =
dence of a porch or door hood., Another entrance at the front of the house is centered i: he
wing., The porch along the front elevation of the one story section is supported by square
posts with curved brackets filled with lattice work. The eaves are finished with scroll cut
gingerbread trim,

Other entrances are located in the rear elevation of both sections,

The roof of each section of the house is covered with sheet metal, terminating with plain
barge bgards set directly against the end walls, Eaves boxing remains unadorned except at
the porch of the one story section as already noted., Large brick chimneys are located inside
the south gable wall of the main section and inside the north end of the wing.

The house appears to be in good condition and stands on a farm of which 53,23 acres are in

Maryland, Situated on high ground, it has a commanding view to the east overlooking rolling
fields and stone fences.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stone farmhouse, probably dating from the second quarter of the 19th century, is an
example of a significant architectural group in northern Maryland and southern Pennsylvania
where limestone is found in great abundance., The three bay, two story house has its main
entrance at the side of the front elevation., It can be considered typical of many farmhouses
which dot the countryside throughout the Cumberland Valley.

This farm was for most of its history owned by the Felker and Gabriel families, On May 11,
1815, John Felker purchased 265 1/8 acres from Daniel Schnebley for $20,000. (CC/754). The
1¢ ~ was resurveyed at the time of Felker's purchase and patented as 'Castle Plains.”" In
1b.« Felker also bought 125 acres of land on the Maryland-Pennsylvania border from William
Price, esq., who was trustee for the sale of property belonging to John Gabriel, (NN/564).
This latter purchase, in John Felker's will, was reserved for his daughter Catherine Felker
Gabriel and her children. Presumably, it was this property which has been referred to as the
"Gabriel Homestead." According to T.J.C. Williams' History of Washington County, the Gabriel
house was destroyed by fire in 1841, 1 The farm remained in the Gabriel family until 1942,
(95/313, 150/113, 219/53),

1 TeJeCo Williams, History of Washington County, Hagerstown, Md: Mail Publishing
Co., (1906) 775.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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WA-1-268
Gabriel-Fogle Farm
From east
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WA-1-268
Gabriel-Fogle Farm
From southwest
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