
ABSTRACT 
WA-1-275 
Farm House 
Funkstown Vicinity 
private 

Mid 19th Century 

This farmstead consisting of a large brick 
house, stone barn and outbuildings provides an 
example of a prosperous farm which appears to 
date from the middle third of the 19th century. 
The house was extensively altered during the 
latter part of the 19th century as indicated by 
the Mansard roof, the Victorian dormers and first 
story windows at the front elevation. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thia farmstead is located on the west aide of U. S. Route 40-A about one mile south of Funks­
town in Washington County, Maryland. The buildings are situated on an area of high ground 
between the highway and the Antietam Creek. 

The house as it appeared in December of 1974 is a three story, five bay brick structure which 
faces east. A two story brick wing since removed extended to the rear or west. The main por­
tion of the house rests on coursed limestone foundations. Its walls display nemish bond · 
brick work at the front elevation while American or c;onaon bonding with five courses of stret­
chers between header rows is used at the aide and rear walls. nat arches of brick are pre­
sent above all openings at the first and second story levels. The building is topped with.a 
mansard roof from which protrude gabled dormers. 

Windows and doors appear to have been spaced evenly in the front elevation. They have narrow 
frames with a bead at the inside edge. Windows of the second story and first story at the 
rear of the building have six over six pane sashes. First story windows at the front of the 
house have two over two sashes with arched tops replacing the original lights. Most windows 
are flanked with pairs of louvered shutters. The windows in the roof match those of the first 
story front. They are set in 19th century dormers with overhanging gables and scroll cut 
trim. 

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the front elevation. The six panel doer is 
hung beneath a diamond pane transom and surrounded with an entrance piece with a broken l 1-
ment. A flat roofed, one bay porch topped with a balustrade shelters the door. Another en­
trance is centered in the rear wall. It has a six panel door in which the two upper sections 
have been replaced with glass. 

The roof is sheathed with slates arranged in an imbricated pattern. At all elevations the 
eaves are trinmed with pairs of scroll cut brackets. Tvin brick chimneys with several cour­
ses of corbeling at their tops are located inside the south gable end wall. 

The interior of the house is divided by a central stair hall with two large rooms on each 
side. Interior woodwork includes symnetrically molded trim around the doors with corner 
blocks decorated in a square motif. The attic rooms are finished in a manner similar to 
the two main floors. One carpenter lock was found on a second story closet door. Other 
locks are of a more recent type. The owner of the house has said that stenciling and hand 
painting was present on the walls of the main hallway. There was no door from the main 
section of the house to the wing. 

Behind the house is a stone barn which has a date tablet with the year 1840 and the parti­
ally readable name Will c. Wr__ght. North of the house was a modern concrete block barn 
which rested on old stone foundations. A ramp or· bank barn apparently from an earlier buil­
ding was located against the newer building. This barn has been removed. 

Since the house was photographed in 1974, it has been renovated with changes to the exterior 
which include the addition of two story col\DllDs along the front elevation and the construc­
tion of a pair of brick dependencies flanking the main house replacing the wing. 

The buildings appear to be in excellent condition and stand on a tract containing 305 acres. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This farmstead consisting of a large brick house, stone barn and outbuildings provides an 
example of a prosperous farm which appears ~o date from the middle third of the 19th century • 

. lzterior and interior work characteristic of the mid 19th century includes the type of 
masonry, window framing and the interior doors and trim. 'nle 1840 stone barn may be contemp­
orary with the house. Old foundations suggest that there may have been atruct~e• on 
the property prior to the mid 19th century. 

'nlroughout its history the farm has sold for high prices suggesting that its owners were 
prosperous and had funds to renovate the buildinSB as fashions changed. 'nle house was ex­
t...-""•ively altered during the latter part of the 19th century as indicated by the mansard 
r, i, the Victorian dormers and first story windows at the front elevation. 'nle interior 
of the house appeared, however to retain much of its original woodwork. 

The farm has contained slightly more than 300 acres since 1836 when Sophia Fitzhugh sold it 
to Benjamin and Samuel Emnert for $15,000. 'nlis substantial prtce suggests that improvements 
were present then. The farm remained in the Enaert family for much of the time since then 
(SS/285, WMcKK3/396, 76/479, 114/648, 273/400, 4Z3/196). · The property includes parts of the 
land grants, ''White's Lot", ''Binkley's Lot" and ''Neglect." 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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