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Salen Church, a limestone building·dated 1822, 
is significant for its age, its congregation having 
been established in the mid 18th century, very early 
in Washington County's histoLyo Architecturally, it 
displays stylistic influence of the early 19th century 
such as the federal-inspired eliptical arches st the 
gable windows. Apparently the present church building 
replaced a log structure that was used as a church from 
about 1747. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Salem Church 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Salem Church Road 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

X..... v1c1N1TY oF Cearfoss-Hagerstown 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATIPN 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
x_BUIL~ING(S) XPRJVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

>-. _OBJECT _JN PROCESS x_ YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Salem Reformed United Church of Christ 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 296 
CITY. TOWN 

Maugansville - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Pashington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Maryland Historical Trust Survey 
DATE 

COUITTY 

Washington 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PA;"<K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT .}LRELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

sTAlE , zip code 
Maryland 21767 

Liber #: No reference found 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 21740 

Sunmer 1967 _FEDERAL X__sTATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Maryland Historical Trust 
CITY.TOWN 

Annapolis 

----· ---- --

STATE 

Maryland 21401 



II DESCRIPTION 

:K_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED < 50% 

CHECK ONE 

X_oR1GrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Salem Church is located on the west side of Salem Church Road between Hagerstown and Cearfoss 
in Washington County, Maryland. The church, a one and a half story, three bay stone structure 
is situated on high ground and faces east. A one story modern entrance bay also of stone 
construction has been added at the front or east end wall. A flat roofed stone addition five 
bays in length dated 1951 extends to the rear. A more recent addition, a one story, five bay 
brick structure attached to the 1951 structure was built in 1962. 

'nle main part. of the church, its or:l.ginal section, was constructed of coursed native limestone 
in the year 1822 as indicated by the date inscribed in the cornerstone. Noteworthy features 
associated with the exterior masonry include eliptical arches above windows in the east and 
west gables. The window in the west wall has been filled with stone. Other windows are 
topped with flat arches. High in the gables are small round openings lined with bricks, In 
the west gable wall, near its south end is evidence of a window which has been walled with 
stone. The masonry here, however, does not appear to be as recent as that which fills the 
arched window higher in the wall. A low water table is present at all elevations. 

'nle main story windows have wide frame5 joined with pegs and trimmed with quarter round 
molding. 'nle frames hold twelve over twelve light sashes and are flanked with pairs of tf'n-ee 
panel shutters. 'nle arched window in the east gable has a six over three light sash bet\ l 

smaller two over one pane sashes below a fan with !"ay muntins. 

The roof is sheathed with modern asphalt shingles and extends beyond the end walls. A small 
brick flue which is not original is attached to the west end wall. 

To the south and west of the church is the cemetery which includes a number of markers from 
the 18th as well an the 19th century. The church and the cemetery are in excellent condition 
and stand on a tract containing less than five acres. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

)L 1800-1 899 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTUR~ 

~RCHITECTURE 
-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

-COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

--LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

-LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1822 (Additions 1951' 1962~UILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

4RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

Xsoc1AL1HUMANITAR1AN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Salem Church, a limestone building dated 1822, is significant for its age, its congregation 
having been established in the mid 18th century, very early in Washington County's history. 
Architecturally, it displays stylistic influence of the early 19th century such as the fed
eral-inspired eliptical arches at the gable windows. Apparently the present church building 
replaced a log structure that was used as a church from about 1747. 

The histotjr of Salem Church is further related tn the attached excerpt from A History of 
Washington County by T.J.c. Williams. 1 

1 T.J.c. Williams, A History of Washington County. Hagerstown, Md: Mail Publishing 
Co., (1906) p. 551. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than 5 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES . . 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 

March 1977 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STATE 

Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual pr·ope:tty ·rights. · · · · 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 
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OF WASHING TON COUNTY, MARYLAND. 551 

H.\LE)[ HEFOTI)IED CIIFRCH was for-
11wrlv known for ;;cwnty-fivc yean; as Dcybhere 
( 'hu~eh. Peter Ikyshere was the moving spirit 
in t'>'tahli"'hing thi;; clrnrch about 174 i. :Mr. Dey
-lwn• came from l\lai1kn CrC'ck Town,,:hip, Berks 
t 'ountv. Pa., in 17-17. He had a wife and several 
.. liiltlr;·n. Thev ;;C'ttlf'd a farm. on which the 
, lrnrd1 wa,: loe;tPd. 'l'lw Irnlian;; were wry plen
t it'u I at thi:;; time. and the familv were often dis-
111rlt(•t1. On one oecasion l\lrs. I">en•here hid in a 
-yrnmore tree dnrin:r night;; for many weeks, 
11lH'n the Indians wt•re on the war path. The 
i 1p_r~lwre family of thn•t• generationi' wne buried 
in tlw Salem graveyard. 

ln 1822 the nanw of the church was changed 
to Salem Church. Among the early members 
\1Wl' the Henclw~. Schneblev:::, Zellers. Kellars, 
T1·1111p~. Brmnbaugfo•. Long;:.· Gross, Felker. Cun
r:inghams. Ha'rnctt, l\IcLaughlin, 'Yeavers, Ga
i1ri1•b. Strock!', Xeil;irks. Kuhns. llfo~·ers, Kersh
ll•'I'"· Rummell', Seil)('rt;;. Fouks. :Millers. Newcom-
··r,.;. (l,;I nr"· Fri1ntz. Stitzels. · 

J:m·. Jonathan Rauhanscr, Re,·. James H.. Ri
J,.,1·. HP\". Brnnnt>r, were among the early minis
t1·r". The first church was a log house in which 
t Ji,. elrnrch sexton, Ebrocht, ta ugh school in the 
1;1•r111an language. and many of the early mem
i .. ·r,.; of the church took instructions. 

The present drnrch is a stone building about 
:,11•.;.to feet, one story, with seating capacity of 300. 
:'1·n·ices even- two weeks. Sundav-School every 
:-;1111tla~·. The cltlcr;:.; are Elnu'r &stetter, Ilich
.rnl ])eihler: Dcacom, )Ir. Zimmerman. Lewis 
Frantz: mini:;;ter, He\·. Conrad CleYCr, . D. D.; 
1111·111lwrship now about 60. 

THE COLORED )fETHODJST EPISC0-
1'.\ L CHrHCII. OF SJL\RPSBI".'RG.-*The 
'"r111·r-:.:tone of the Colored )Ietho<list Episcopal 
' li11rd1 wa;: laicl OC't. 20. lSGG. and the church 
""' 1lt•1licate<l Oct. 181>7. It i;;: huilt of lo"'s one 
-•·11·y in IH•ight and weathcrhoarded. The '"'build
'1:.'. i>< 18 hy :10 and i;: ;;urmo1mktl with cupola 

.. 11.i_ lt"ll and i::: known as "Tol;:on's Chapel" and 
·n 1rntc•d 011 High street. 

ThP grournl on whic·h th<' church is ereeted 
"
1

•1• pn•;:P11t<~·1 hy Samu<'! arnl Catharine Craig, 
1 

• "lon•tl) hoth arde11t m<'mhers of the church. 

•contributed by John P. Smith. 

One-fourth of an acre of ground is attached to 
tlw church which i:; lnitl out· in lots and dt•diea
kcl nnllt>r the tith• of "Fairmont C'emcterv." 

The following art• n li:<t of ;;ome. of th~ min
i,:ter:< who haw hl'en pastor:< of this church: Hevs. 
J nrrPtt Howman. J. H. Tol>'On, D. Aquilla, H. 
]~(•nn<'tly .• J. Armstrong .• T. Gross. Samuel Brown, 
Ht•nry Willi:1111:-:. U. W. Jl'nkins, Bmjamin Brown, 
and tlw pm•t•nt pastor, Hev. Richard Bo!'ton. 
The Sharpshnrg- charge is compol'Cd of the color
l'1l l\L E. clmrchPs of Williamsport. Clearspring 
and Sharp,.:lmrg. The mPmber:<hip at Sharpsburg 
corn•i~ts of 3.J member,; who are mostly well to do 
JX'Ople. 

:\JOUX'l'.UX Yrn'Y CE::\IETERY.-*The 
Citizens Cemetery As,.:ociation of Sharpsburg (con
sisting of six and thrPe-fourths acres of land lo
cate<l at the northeast l'rnl of the town and directly 
oppo,-ite Antietam Xational Cemetery), was in
corporated April lG. 188H, under the Corporate 
name of ''The )fountain Yiew Cemetery Associ
ation of Sharpslrnrg in "'ashington County, )lary
land."' The name of the incorporators were 
Henry'"· Schamel. .Jacob Snyder, Jacob :UcGraw, 
)loses Cox, J olm H. Smith. Samuel H. 1.Iiller, 
Charles W. Adams. John P. Smith and John Ben
ner. The grounds were :::olemnlv dedicated with 
appropriate religious ceremoni~. September 8, 
18S;J. The following named ministers took part 
in the dl'dieation: St. Paul's Episeopal Church, 
He\". Henrv Echrnrcls: ~L E. Church. Rev. C. A . 
.lorn..,,; Reformed Church. Rev. A. C. Geary, U. B. 
l'hurch. Hev. B. F. Cronise; Church of God, El
clt>r J. W. Kip<>. A large choir oi male and fe
male rnicl's with organ -accompaniment occupied 
a po.-ition in the centre of the grounds and ren
dered appropriate music. 

'l'he cemetery is ])('autifululy laid out in 
walk:< antl driw;: :wd neatly plant;•d in evergreen 
antl t1Pei<l11011s fr('l'>', arnl flmn·ring f'hruh;:. On the 
sitlt•f: and rear it i,; orn:imrnh•d with a herlgc. Jn 
front with harnl,;onw iron il'nce and ma.-sive 
iron gafrs co;:ting $850. The interior is neatly 
k<'pt. arnl it l>''ar,; the reputation of being the 
llf'Hte><t krpt: cemetery in \ra:;hington C~>Unty. 
'l'h<' namt•;; of it;; prr~ent Loa rel of managers are: 
ITmry W. Schanwl, l're,;ident; John P. Smith, 
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