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ABSTRACT 
WA-I-285 1860 
The Herman Farm 
Hagerstown Vicinity 
private 

This mid 19th century farm complex 
consists of a tYO story. three bay brick 
house dated 1860 and a frame bank barn 
b~ilt in 18560 Since they are dated. the 
buildings provide excellent examples of 
period architecture in Washington Countyo 
As a farm group these structures also re­
flect the County's agricultural history. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located on the north side of Showalter Road between 1-81 and u.s. Route 11, 
just south of the Hagersto~ Airport in Washington County, Maryland. The house and barn 
stand on an area of level ground and face south. 

The house is a t'too story, three bay brick dwelling with a two story, two bay ell extending 
to the rear. The building rests on low fieldstone foundations and is dated, acoording to a 
former owner, June, 1860. It would appear that the entire structure was built at one time. 
The walls which have been painted white display Flemish bonding at the front elev2tion while 
common bonding is used at the side and rear elevations. 

Windows have narr<>T frames which hold six over six pane sashes at both main stories and the 
attic. Pairs of paneled shutters flank the windows. The main entrance is located ir. t~e 
east bay of the south or front elevation. Flanking the door are sidelights above which is 
a broad, eight light transom. 

The roof is sheathed with sheet metal and extends beyond the end walls of the house. Brick 
chimneys are located inside the gable walls. 

The interior of the house features a large stair and entrance hall. Doors are trirnned wi _ 
decorated corher blocks, and the parlor fireplace with a beveled central panel. 

r.rest of the house is a frame bank barn with high limestone foundations. It is dated 1856. 

The buildings are in excellent condition and stand on a tract ~ontaining 25.22 acres. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Tiiis mid 19th centu::-y farm complex consists of a two story, three bay brick house dated 1860 
and a frame bank barn built in 1856. Since they are dated, the buildings provide excellent 
examples of period architecture in Washington County. As a farm zroup these structures also 
reflect the County's ~rchitectural history. 

George Herman acquired this property in 1853 (IN7/613, IN7/614). In 1892 his executors sold 
it to William Sperow (99/416) who in turn sold it to Moa.h Showalter in 1900 (112/355). It 
remained in the Showalter family until 1945 when Henson Flying Service, Inc. purchased the 
f~ (231/490, 148/665, 259/354). The p-soperty includes part of the land grant, ''Garden of 
E. " According to a former owner, the house was built by a Dr. Herman. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Washington Co1.mty Land Records. 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 25.22 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 West Hashington Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 

May 1977 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
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Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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