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ABSTRACT 
WA-I-319 1855 
Broadfording Church of the Brethren 
Cearfoss Vicinity 
public-private 

The Broadfording Church of the Brethren, 
a one story brick structure built in 1855, is · 
an example of mid 19th century rural church archi
tecture. Many small churches i'ike thiaone are to 
be found in Washington County. Moat were and are 
the places of worship of Germanic sects, with congre
gations made up of people whose families migrated 
from Pennsylvania. The German Baptist Congregation 
that built this church was organized in 1855. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Broadfording German Bapti•t Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

Broadfording Church of the . Brethren . 

· flI..OCATION . 
STREET & NUMBER 

: Broa4feriing · Churctt · bacl 
CITY. rowN 

. x VICINITY OF C~fo••. 
STATE 

Maryland· 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CA!EG~Y 

_OJ STRICT 

X...BUILDING(SI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWl\fERSfilP · 

--PUB.UC 

·_PRIVATE 

XBoTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
....:.UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
~YES REST.RICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

- -NO 

Broa4for4tng~Church of the· Brethren 
STREET & NUMBER C/0 llichard Beckman 

Route I 2 
CITY. TOWN 

Greencastle _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Washington County Court Howse 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerata.m 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CbNGRES~IONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY ·- Wa•Jd.n&t'OD 

. PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

·_PA~K· 

_EDUCATIONAL ....:...PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT I.RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone :~f: 

_SCIENTIFIC . 

_TRANSPORT A TIQfJ 

_OTHER: 

STATE·,. Zl.p code 
Penn.,.lvania 17225 

Liber #: 348 
Folio #: 777 

STATE 

Maryland 21740 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

- DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

X_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED ~ 5()% 

iiJl -J:· 3 t} 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The BroaclfordiDg Church of the Brethren ie located cm Broadfording Church Road, just north 
of Broadfording Road southwest of Cearfoee in llaahington County, Maryland. It stands on the 
east aide of the road and faces south. A large cemetery is located on the opposite aide of 
Broadfording Church Road. 'lhe C01111plex ie large alMl includes a chur~llwith eev•al 20th 
century additions and a school. 

. r . 

'lhe original church building on the property ie a one story, six bay brick structure reating 
on low U.meetone founWRf.Gne. nemteh bond brickwork is employed at the front or south ele
vation while American or comnon bonding ia utilized elsewhere. 

llindowa have narrow fraaea which bold nine over aix pane double hung eaehea under wide wooden 
lintels. Hinge pina in the frames inclicate that shutters were pruent at one tiae. The main 
entrance is located in the third bay from the west end of the front elevation. The double 
doors have aix horizontal panela. A three bay entrance porch with a concrete block base is 
supported by turned poata. 

The church has a Bmdern asphalt shingle roof. 

The building was constructed in 1855. For further deecription of the church see the attached 
excerpt from T .J .c. llilliama H11tory of W&ahingtog Cm!ntY• 

At the east end of the original church ia a two story flat roofed addition elated 1957. A 
mDre recent addition atmd• to the north. In theeemetery veat of the chureh, the·oldeet 
graves date from the 1860'•· 

The complex is in excellent condition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

-
PERIOD AREAS OF S1GNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTlfY SHOW 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

.x 1800-1899 

-1900-

--ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

LRCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1855, Main aclditon 1957 BU I LOE R/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

XRELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

u.. 
The Broadfording Church of the Brethren, a one atory brick atruc~e built in 1855, is an 
example of llid 19th century rural church architecture. Many small churches lib this one 
are to be foancl in Washington County. Mon were and are the placu of worehip of Germanic 
sects, with congregation• macle up of people 11hose faailiee migrated from Pennsylvania. The 
German Baptist Congregation that built this church wae organized in 1855. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Willimas, T.J.C., HiatorY of Waehington County. HageratCMi, Md: Mail Publiahing 
Co.' 1906. 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 acrea + 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey. C'A>nnltant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Waahington County Hiatorical S1tea Survey July 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

County Office Building, 33 West Waahington Street 791-3065 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Marylancl 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 

PS· I 108 
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Cut1t1a"m s, TJ. C 
f/,strJ'Y 1 ~'"J-iofL(&.,rq · lfij~: /c/a,( !2Gt1sli1Y15 Co. 1q";-l 

lJA :I, 31? 

OF WASUIXGTOX COUNTY, llARYLAND. 529 

• · 11111. 1 I i:-: lo<':lf<'tl in the village of Chcwsrillc. 
, ,. a11111unl was !-('(·urr<l hy suh::cription. The 

,1111;.! is of hrick. I \r<•nty-lwo hy thirty fret, 
• 1 Ii "lah• rooi, nml a. i;ratin~ <'ttp:icity of ort•r. 

. , ,.,. h11111lr1>cl. Bcnic·1•" nr<' hl'lcl l'\'<'r\' two wl'Cks, 
I• 111.11i11g in the 111ornin~ nnJ. cv~·ning. The 
011 :.:n·~;tl ion 1111mlll'r:- 11l1out t wcnty-firc m<>nth<>rs. 

1 .. 1:1·\ .• J. 0. H11lll·rlit111i.d1 and the He,·. Cah-in 
1:, ...... n::·i-.trll hy tit<' Hl•,\ Cnlc>b Long. nrc tht' 
· •11H1·r.s in charl-!'" 'l'ht• He''· .\. H. B;1rnhnrt is 
• ·t•lill!! 1'lclt•r in th<' clit'trirt ('()Y<'ring the Fahr

:1>"1· . lka,er <:rc.'1.'k, Chews' ille an<l Long Mcatlow 
• 1;.:l'·gations. 

J:HO.\D FOl:OT~G OER:\L\N IL\PTlST 
1 11 l' 1 :c ll.-'fht• U mad Fonling G<•rmun lfaptist 
1 l111rd1 wns organizrrl in 18:>.i. during winch yl'.'ar 
:Ii·· prc•;:C'nt ,..u,;htantinl hric·k hou~ of WOl'$hip was 
d •·1·1t•d. 'rl1e e<Hfic'<' is nhout 73s·l0 iect in tli-
11w11-inn... '!'hc Building Commilt<'C wns compo:.
... 1 111' ('hri:;linn Kidfcr, hi;ohop, nnd Jncob Funk 
.. ·1· l .J 11::lma Emm<'rt, trusll't'S. The structure co~t. 
: · c·11n~l'l'frn:-tion 111.out $3.000. Sichola:; :.\far-
1111 lianlcll mo"t o[ the hrfrk U!'<'tl in ils erection 
fru111 the hrick \anl of )lidtn<'l lIOl':$t, near 1fau
::.l ll•\·illc, nml all of the lumber from '\Yilliam:r 
I• •rt. 
' The congrl'.':::ntion is in two di,·isions, the 
J: r.iacl For<ling l'.'ml aml the W'<'l"h Run cud, ench 
"'"l f't'i•ing n lll<.'lllh<•rship or nhout two hwulre<l. 
111 th<' Broatl Fording C'hurd1. the 'unclny-school 
1i .. 1,1 .. it-. ~~sion il11ri11:;! th<' morning. nml cnrfy in 
1 f,,. c•\<•nin~. the Chri$li:m Workers mcct for their 
111 :11 ual bl'.'nefit. Ercry two weeks, a !><?nice with 
1•r•·;1d1ing is hC'ltl on Surnlny mornin~. 

H1•\". SiclH'I"" :\lartin, grnn<Hathcr of the 
M·····nt 111ini~t<'r of the same nmn<'. was a bi$hop 
. 1 1 h1-..c eon;,?rt';!:tl ion1:. H e was sncCC<'<l<'d hy 
.1 .. 1i11 Funk. Ot lwr hi:;hops and minit:tcrs oC this 
.. 1111Pd ion nr<': ( hri-.li1111 KiC'ltl'r; George )f c
L1 nahnn. Xicl111la~ .:\I ;1 rt in. Gror~e Bricker; 
• .. ··1·.::c• H11r111011: ~a111m•I Foltz; F. J. Nciherl; 
II n 1 ,. :\lartin: ('. :\1. llirkf'. 

'l:lw (\•11wt1•n- nf lhl' Bro:ul l~orclin:r GPrmnn 
1:.'I '' ''' ('l111rd1 i; onr of the finC'•L n11<l hcst k<>pt 
·1 \\':~·hin:..rtnn ('\11111ty. It i,- ~it unl<'<l on :l mag

,;. ··11t C'll•\atinn. nwrlookin!! lhC' rnnnlrv for 
· rl··· am11111l. 'l'lwr<' arr two :11111 om•-halr" n<'n'l' 

111i 11 thr c•1wlt1;.;i11~ f1•nr<'. IK"'icll"' two n<'n" acl-
• " lli111;.:. 1 :11111 11 111•1 Xi,..wonJ!C'r. nn <'lllNprisi ng 

11 11.1·11 of Franklin ('ounly, Pn .. hns <ll"<'<lr<l !lC\"<'11-

tl'<'n :ic·T(": mljoinin~ this properly, to brcome the 
ol1:-11lul(• l'ro1wrty n( th<' con~n·~alion nt his 1lcath, 
to fl(• U•l'<I ,..of1•ly for ('l'lll<'ll'ry JlllT(lO"t':'. There is 
a l\onrcl or l<(''''" trni-L<'<'s, "ith 1''. J. NcilX'rt. as 
pri•,..icl(•nt. \\ hic-11 form nll rul<'i' go\"rrni ng the ccm
(•fcory. )Ir. Xt•ih<'rt is al!m it~ sup<.•rintC'n<lt'nt nnd 
l'<'xton. nml to hi111 if' due 111uch pruise Ior the 
niainh·nanrc nucl i><'nuty of this Ju.c;t rcsling-plnre 
or the l1<•)0,·1;il 1h•a1l. 'J'ht• othrr 111<'mlx>rs of the 
Bnarcl of Tru:-t<'<~ nre: nrorge ::>hinh:lm; Willinm 
31) ,.,.,.: C. ll. IIick:-; )fort in Hncr; Goorge )[illcr; 
nnd n. Hollinger. 

Th<' lir.:l 1wn-0n who wns huricd in lhis benu-
1 i ful eity or the 1fo:ld WO!' )folincln Funk, l\ ~ii;lcr 
of J. ,J. Funk. prt':-idcnt of lhc Second Notionnl 
H.ink of llng1•rstown. he dit'd Crom diphtheria, 
l>t•c·<'mhc•r 11, Jti:;G, ng<'d 18 ~·cnr~. 9 months and 
H cln~·,-. 'fh<>re arc at this writing nhout eight 
hnnclrctl gra\'es to be cared !or. 

WELf:,JI Ul."'X OER1L\K B.\PTIST 
nr.E'l'HHEX ( ' l-fGTIClL-Xot much of the 
earl\" llh·lOT\" or the Wt'lc:h Run t'<lilicc can be ~
c·un.:cl. The building was crdl'.'d in 184'2. lt is a 
on('-,;tory ::lml<' f'lrncture. snh::tantinl and strongly 
huilt with n hn:-eml'.'nt in the one end. It is located 
al>0ut onc-lrnlf mile south of the little villa~e of 
Wcblt Hun, Pa. .\djoinin:r the grouncls is a bl'.'au
ti ful et•mcten·. ElclC'r l>:n;d Zuck hns the over
si;rht o[ the ·congr<>~ntion with the following ns
f'i,-1ants: El<l\'n:; .John Rowlnnd, L. E. Elliott an<l 
othc~. 

TITE C'HEEK IJTLTJ GETUL\.K BAI'TIST 
C'lll"JH'll is locntccl in the northern part of Ccar
fo·:- Di-.tri<:t. Jt is a mis:-ion church and there 
j, not a Jar~<' COllJ!rl'.'galion, hccaure Ol the close 
pmx1mi1y or the llroa<lfonling Church . 

'l'DF. GBTI)L\~ R_\PTJST BHETTIRE~ 
C'lffnl' lf. OF H.\OlmSTO\YX, )ID.-'l'he bc
~innin~ of thi"' rongr";.!ation mny be datctl Crom 
1 lw I inw .. \ pril. 1~s:1. wh<'n Elder JTiram Wolf, 
wl,o clu•cl nl :\fount )[orris. l II.. Ot't. S, 1891, nncl 
\\". S. H1·irha ril. tltl'.' El<l<'r 11ow in C'lmrge of the 
( 'hur ·h. 111nH'·cl into I l :tg<·~town antl comm<>nced 
l111lcli11;.r ::<•n It'('" 111 thr ohl .Junior H nll, Xorth 
1'11f11111ac· -"Ind. with h•n or twrhe incmll<'n; who 
nt 11•ncl1·cl tlw::c :'t'n i<'t~. J fa;.rc>r--town wn.; consi<l-
1•MI n uii,.,.ion point oncl hclong<'d to the thrt!E! 
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