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WA-I-356 19th Century
Hopewell Hereford Farm

Williamsport Vicinity

private

This farm located northeast of Williamsport
is improved with a small stone house which appears
to date from the first quarter of the 19th century
with a late 19th or early 20th century frame addi-
tion. Frame barns are located nearby. The complex
provides examples of 19th century vernacular building.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm is located east of Hopewell Road in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of
interstate highways 81 and 70 northeast of Williamsport in Washington County, Maryland. The
buildings are situated on a limestone ridge with the house facing northeast and the barn south-
east. .

The house is a two story, three bay stone structure with a two story, four bay frame addition
extending to the rear or southwest. The frame section is sheathed with asbesto#s shingles and
German siding. A double porch extends along its front or southeast elevation. The stone

structure 1s built of roughly coursed limestone which shows no decorative masonry except for
a flat arch above the first story window in the northwest end wall.

Windows and doors are placed at random in the walls. Windows at the first story are notice-
ably larger than those at the second story. Most have wide massive frames joined with pegs
and trimmed with quarter round. All windows have two over two pane double hung sashes.

A door 1is located in the second bay from the north corner of the house. This entrance does
not appear original and has narrow framing finished with a bead at the inside edge. Abow he
door 1s a narrow transom. A vertical seam in the masonry located northeast of the door su._.-
gests that alterations were made in this area.

The house 1s roofed with channel groouvéd sheet metal with the framing extending beyond the end
walls. Boxing under which runs a course of molding finishes the eaves. A brick chimney with
several courses of corbeling at its top extends from the interior of the house near its center.
This chimney appears to be a late 19th or early 20th century replacement.

The barns are located nottheast of the house. The main structure is a frame bank barn on
fieldstone foundations.

The buildings appear to be in excellent condition and stand on a farm containing 70.67 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm located northeast of Williamsport is improved with a small stone house which appears
to date from the first quarter of the 19th century with a late 19th or early 20th century
frame addition. Frame barns are located nearby. The complex provides examples of 19th cen-
tury vernacular building. It would seem that the house at least might have been asgsociated
at one time with the nearby Sprecher's Mill complex which operated through the 19th century.
The mill and the Sprecher family are discussed further in worksheet WA-I-357. FThe property
is part of the land grant 'Resurvey on 8alisbury."

—
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