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WA=I=368 Early 19th Century
Part of the Resurvey on Salisbury

Williamsport Vicinity
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This farm complex consists of a large shingle
covered wooden house built in at least three parts,
two stories high and nine bays in length, Also present
are foundations of a bank barn dated 1887, a stone
spring house and frame sheds and outbuildings.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm complex is located on the north side of Wright Road between Maryland Route 63 and
Hopewell Road in Washington County. It is situated on level ground and faces south toward the
road and toward Semple's Run which is located immediately south of the road.

The house is a three or more part structure two stories high totally sheathed with asbestos
shingles. Presumably the entire building is of wood construction with sections possibly i
being of log., From the front, the building i1s nine bays in length. The western section is

a four bay unit with a door located in the third bay from the west end, This portion of the
building has an exterior chimney at the west end wall., It is divided from the middle section
of the entire structure by another chimney. The center part is three bays in length with a
door offset at its extreme east end. The third and eastermmost section is two bays in length
and is higher in elevation than the other parts. Its roof at the front or south is hipped
with a gable at the north end. A chimney extends from inside the east wall. This appears to
be the most recent of the three main parts. Two small shed roofed additions are also present
at the rear of the house. Without a more through examination it is difficult to suggest
which of the two western parts was built first.

The westernmost section appears to be of frame construction. The narrow walls as observed

at the door and window openings would not tend to indicate a log or timber frame structur-
The openings appear to be spaced an equal distance apart, Windows have narrow framing a..
hold six over six pane sashes. Hinge pins indicate that shutters were present at one time.
The entrance is sheltered by a one bay gable roofed porch., Most of the exterior chimney at
the west end has been coated with stucco., The lower part of the chimney or fire box is quite
large, narrowing into a relatively small brick flue.

The center part of the house may be the oldest of the three sections. Having somewhat thicker
walls, it could be a timber frame or log structure. Its two more western bays have openings
aligned with each other. O0ddly, the third or eastern bay of this section has the door offset
against the addition, Window frames are quite wide with molded trim. At the first story,
nine over six sashes are used and at the second level six over six sashes are present, The
second story center window is wider than its companiong Its framing, however, appears to be
the same. Shutters with movable louvers flank the windows at the second story. Paneled shut-
ters are used at the first story. The door casing is very wide with mitered corners holding a
raised panel door. The roof of the two more westerly gections is of the same level and shea-
thed with channel grooved sheet metal,

The east part of the house is relatively large in its proportions., At the first and second
stories it has six over six pane sashes held within narrow frames. Some windows retain pairs
of louvered shutters., This part of the house is roofed with modern asphalt shingles.

Just west of the house is a rough stone spring house with a deep overhang at its east gable
end. Some distance east of the house are ruins of a barn where a cornerstone in the founda-
tion is inscribed with the name Casper Shunk and the date 1887, Other sheds and outbuildings
are located behind the house and some stone foundations remain along Semple's Run south of
Wright Road opposite the house,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm complex consists of a large shingle covered wooden hougse built in at least three
parts, two stories high and nine bays in length. Also present are foundations of a bank
barn dated 1887, a stone spring house and frame sheds and outbuildings. The house cannot be
dated without further examination. Its central section however, display exterior window and
door trim of a type which is associated with the 18th and early 19th centuries.

.
Apparently, this farm was owned by the Van Lear family from, possibly, the late 18th centt:i:; il
=1 1939, (210/117)., This farm was part of a large land holding in the estate of Matthew Vau
Va wear who came to the Wlliamsport area about the time of the American Revolution. At
his death in the 1820's, the property was left to his wife. It eventually passed on to his
children. 1In an equity case in 1862, this farm was awarded to John Van Lear, Matthew Van
Lear and Mary Van Lear Shunk, each receiving a one third interest. (74/497). Eventually,
Casper Shunk, son of Mary V, L. Shunk acquired the property and apparently it was he who built
the barn inscribed with his name and the 1887 date. Upon Casper Shunk's death the farm passed
to Mary Van Lear Wright. It was her son, Robert Van Lear Wright who sold the farm in 1939,
It was purchased by the present owners in 1955, For further information on the Van Lear fami=-
ly see survey form WA=I-023 on Mt. Tammany, the Van Lear mansion.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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