ABSTRACT

WA-I-375 Barly 20th Century
Wm. S. Bower & Son Feed Mills

Williamsport Vicinity

private

This frame feed mill resting on fieldstone
foundations and sheathed with German siding would
appear to date from the late 19th or early 20th
century. It is representative of a number of feed
processing centers scattered over rural Washington
County, usually near a railroad. Most of these
structures do date from the turn of the century
apparently replacing in importance the earlier water
powered grist mills.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William S. Gower and Son feed mill is located at Williamsport Station where the Penn
Central Railroad tracks cross Maryland Route 63 just south of Williamsport in Washington
County, It is situated on the east side of the road immediately north of the railroad.

The building stands on an east-west axis, is of frame construction sheathed with German
siding and rests on fieldstone foundations. To its east gable end is attached a newer
concrete block extension, Further to the east are other newer buildings for feed and grain
storage. ’

The oldest part of the mill is a two story structure, its sheathing showing no evidence of
paint, Openings are aligned with each other at the first and second stories but are spaced
at random in the walls. Most windows have six over six pane double hung sashes around which
are architraves with pointed top pieces. The building has three openings per story at the
north elevation offset toward the west end of the structure. Entrances are located in the
second and third bays from the west end. Entrances are also present in the west gable end
at the roadside and in the south elevation along the railroad. Overhangs protect the en-
trances.

The roof is sheathed with slates and extends beyond the end walls. Small brick chimneys =-‘th
corbels at their tops are located inside the west end south of the roof ridge, and anoth. at
the interior of the structure on the roof ridge, west of center.

In addition to the stock feed business a small general store operates from this building,

The structure appears to be in fair to good condition and stands on a tract containing 1.5
acres,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This frame feed mill resting on fieldstone foundations and sheathed with German siding would
appear to date from the late 19th or early 20th century. It is representative of a number
of feed processing centers scattered over rural Washington County, usually near a railroad.
Most of these structures do date from the turn of the century apparently replacing in impor-
tance the earlier water powered grist mills,
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE GF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1.5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TiTLE

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Washinpgton County Historical Sites Survey November 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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