ABSTRACT

JA=I-393 19th Century
Rowland Farm

Hagerstown=Williamsport Vicinity

private

This farm complex consists of a two story five
bay brick farmhouse with a recessed double porch, a
stone springhouse and a frame bank barn. The house
would appear to date from the early part of the third
quarter of the 19th century as evidenced by the use of
American bond at the front elevation, the door and win-
dow treatment and the recessed front wall double porch
form. Many dated houses in Washington County with these
characteristics were built during this period.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farmstead is located at the end of a private lane which extends in a southerly direction
from College Road, east of St, James School southwest of Hagerstown in Washington County,
The house is situated on a slope and faces east,

The dwelling is a two story, five bay brick structure resting on fieldstone foundations which
become almost a full story in height at the front elevation. The southern two bays of the
front elevation are located beneath a recessed double porch which is included under the main
roof span., The walls display American or common bonding at all elevations with five courses
of stretchers between header rows. Flat arches of brick are present above the window and
door openings. ’

The openings are not spaced symmetrically in the walls., All have narrow frames with windows
having six over six pane double hung sashes. Hinge pins remaining in the window frames indi-
cate that shutters were present at one time. The principal entrance is located in the center
bay of the front elevation. The door has six panels and is hung beneath a plain rectangular
transom. Other entrances are located within the double porch. This porch is supported by
chamfered square posts with brackets and is spanned at the upper level by a series of flat
scroll cut balusters. The lower section of the porch is enclosed with glass.

Along the entire front elevation is a concrete block glab or deck,

The roof is sheathed with slates and terminates with barge boards set directly against the
end walls. Brick chimneys are located inside the end walls and at the interior of the house
near the north end of the recessed porch,

South of the house is a one story stone springhouse with a steeply pitched gable roof. Also

present is a frame bank barn and related outbuildings., The complex appears to be in good
condition and stands on a tract containing 178,75 acres,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm complex consists of a two story five bay brick farmhouse with a recessed double
porch, a stone springhouse and a frame bank barn. The house would appear to date from the
early part of the third quarter of the 19th century as evidenced by the use of American bond
at the front elevation, the door and window treatment and the recessed front wall double
porch form. Many dated houses in Washington County with these characteristics were built

during this period.

Presumably this land was purchased in the 1840's by John Rowland in various transactions,
™" from Sophia Fitzhugh who owned the portion of Conococheague Hanor on which St. James

Sc.00l now stands.
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Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
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Vashington County Historical Sites Survey November 1977
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County Office Building, 33 Uest Jagshington Street 791-3065

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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