ABSTRACT

WA-I-426 19th Century
Farmstead on the Antietam Creek

Funkstown Vicinity

private

This large complex appears to date from two
periods. Older and more significant from an archi-
tectural standpoint is a badly deteriorated stone
dwelling which would appear to date from the second
quarter of the 19th century. It seems to have had
few later alterations.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This rather large complex is located at the end of a private lane which extends in an easterly
direction from Garis Shop Road to the Antietam Creek, south of Funkstown in Waghington County,
Maryland. The buildings are situated on a rocky bluff above the creek and face east. The
buildings include a five bay one and a half story stone house, a three bay, two story balloon
frame house, a two story, ten bay balloon frame secondary dwelling, a large frame bank barn,
sheds, outbuildings and some stone ruins., None of the houseswas occupied at the time the
property was visited in 1975. The stone house appears to be the oldest and most significant
of the buildings and will be described.

The dwelling built of coursed native limestone is constructed into a steep slope so that its
east elevation has two full stories while its west side is only one story in height. It is
five bays in length at its upper level with four bays at the ground story. The main story at
the rear or west elevation is three bays in width. At one time a porch or walkway extended
across at least part of the front elevation between the main and ground stories.

All openings have narrow frames finished with a bead at the inside edge. Some are topped with
large stone lintels. Windows at the ground and main stories have nine over six light doubl:
hung sashes. There is no evidence of the windows having had shutters. Two entrances are lo
cated in the front elevation, One, presumably the main door is located in the center bay °*
the upper story. The six panel door with paneled jambs is hung beneath a transom. Below .c
and offset slightly to the south is a ground level entrance with similar trim. At the back of
the house is another door forming the center bay. It is framed and trimmed in the manner of
the other entrances. Extending across the three bays of the north wall is a one story shed
roofed porch supported by turned posts. .

The house retains a wood shingle roof terminating with barge boards set directly against the
end walls. Brick chimneys are located inside the gable ends. Bed and cornice moldings finish
the eaves boxing.

A small outbuilding constructed of rock~faced concrete block is attached at the northeast cor-
ner of the house. It, like the house, has a wood shingle roof.

In front of the house is a terraced depression ruming parallel to the side of the hill. This
may have been a roadway leading to the creek at a place where it could be forded easily.
Several hundred feet north of the house near the edge of the creek are ruins of a small one
story stone building which had a large fireplace and exterior stone chimney in its east end
wall, A stone fence extends in a westerly direction from the building.

The frame structures associated with this complex appear to date from the late 19th or early

20th century. The stone dwelling, appears older, possibly dating from the second quarter of
the 19th century. This farm contains 209 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large complex appears to date from two periods. Older and more significant from an
architectural standpoint is a badly deteriorated stone dwelling which would appear to date
from the second quarter of the 19th century. It seems to have had few later alterations.
Also possibly dating from this period are ruins of a small stone structure or outbuilding
and some stone fencing. The more recent structures in the complex include a typical turn

of the century frame dwelling, a frame bank barn and a long narrow frame dwelling which would
aprear to have been used for tenants or farm workers. An 1859 map of Washington County lists
L heney as the owner of this property.

The wximity of these buildings to the Antietam Creek and the nature of the creek in this
area suggests that a fording might have been located nearby.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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