ABSTRACT

WA=-I=442 19th Century
Sided House with Exposed Chimney Back
Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This large German sided house with a symmetrical
facade may be of log construction. Most notable about
its construction are the exposed chimney backs in the
end walls. These presumably faciliated the repair of
the fire box by providing easy access and are often
agsociated with 18th and early 19th century construction.
Other possible early features are the nine over nine win-
dows and the wide framing of the openings.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the north side of Mt. Aetna Road, west of U.S. Route 40 on a wedge
of land between these two roads. It stands on a hill and faces south. Resting on stone
foundations, the house is a two story, five bay wooden building sheathed with German siding
and composition giding. A two story, three bay ell with a double porch along its east ele~
vation extends to the rear or north. To this is attached a one story, one bay balloon frame
outkitchen with a large fireplace inside its north end wall.,

The construction material used in the house was not obgerved, however, thick walls as seen
at door and window jambs suggests the possibility of log construction. A pointed wall dormer
appears to have been added to the south slope of the roof.

Windows and doors are arranged symmetrically at the front elevation. At the front section
of the house first story windows have nine over nine pane sashes while nine over six pane

sashes are used at the second story level. Elsewhere at the main two floors, six over six
sashes are used. Most windows in the front section retain wide frames with hinge pin for

shutters remaining,

The main entrance is centered in the front elevation. A turn-of-the=-century door is hung
beneath a three light transom in a frame that matches that of the windows. A one story
porch supported by fluted doric columns extends across the front elevation, At the north
and east elevations doors are located at both levels of the double porch.

Large brick chimneys are located inside the end walls of the front section. Just above the
foundations in the east and west end walls are exposed fire box backs of brick. The chim-

neys are large with several courses of corbeling at their taps. The roof is sheathed with
composition shingtes and extends beyond the east and west end walls.

Behind the house is a brick smokehouse with a door having six raised panels. It is possible
that this door was taken from another location.

The house appears to be in fair to good condition. It has been made into apartments.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large German sided house with a symmetrical facade may be of log construction., Most
notable about its construction are the exposed chimney backs in the end walls. These pre-
sumably faciliated the repair of the fire box by providing easy access and are often associ-
ated with 18th and early 19th century construction. Other possible early features are the

nine over nine windows and the wide framing of the openings.

This house merits further examination.
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