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VA=I=457 Mid 19th Century
Clopper=loffman llouse

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This two and one half story, four bay brick farm
house dates from the third quarter of the 19th century,
It follows an important regional form having two froat
doors placed side by side., This 1s typical of many houses
in southern Pennsylvania and the Cumberland Valley. lore
unusual about this house is its interior and exterior wood=-
work which although vermacular and unsophisticated is elab=
orate, Local histories reveal that the builder of the house,
Capt., Henry Clopper, was a carpenter and undertaker by trade
who operated a sawmill on arother property about one half mile
south of this house,
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_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the east side of Marsh Pike, 1.3 miles north of Paramount, northeast
of Hagerstown in Yashington County, Maryland, It rests on sloping ground and faces east.

The structure is a two and one half story, four bay brick dwelling on coursed fieldstone foun-
dations which become a full story in height at the front elevation to accommodate the steep
bank into which the house was constructed, American or common bonding was used at all eleva=-
tions with, generally, nine courses of stretchers between header rows. Flat arches of brick
are present above openings at the main and second story levels, A modern one and a half story
addition containing a garage is attached to the south end wall. A double porch extends across
the front of the ground and main stories., It is supported by square posts which appear to be
original,

indows and doors are not placed symmetrically in the walls, The casings are narrow and fin=
ished with a bead at the inside edge. ™ide wood lintels are present above openings in the
ground story level. T"'indows have six over six pane double hung sashes., Small four pane win=
dows are present in the gables. Palrs of two panel shutters have been retained at many ¢~ 3w
windows. Two doors are located side by side in the middle of the front elevation at the
ground and main story levels. At the main story the doors have six vertical panels separated
by three smaller rectangular panels running horizontally.

The roof is sheathed with modern wood shingles and extends beyond the end walls of the house.
Scalloped barge boards finish the gables. Small decorative brackets trim the cornice at the
front and rear of the house, Brick chimmeys are located inside the end walls,

The interior of the house is divided into three rooms at the main story., Although the in-
terior has been altered, the house retains much original woodwork including- mantels, doors,
baseboard and chalr rail. Two of the mantelpieces are particularly unusual, one having sty-
lized ionic pilasters flanking the opening while the other is quite elaborate with circular
blocks, moided panels and scroll cut projecting trim, The stairway was moved from its origi~-
nal location in the southeast corner of the house to the center of the house facing west.

Remaining outbuildings include a brick smokehouse, a frame stable and a small barn which is on

a separate tract of land. The complex appears to be in excellent condition on a 2,89 acre
property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC THEATER

< -
) «<a-1800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——QTHER (SPECIFY)
_INVENTION '
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT  Capt. Henry Clopper

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two and one half story, four bay brick farm house dates from the third quarter of the 19th
century. It follows an important regional form having two front doors placed side by side.
This is typical of many houses in southern Pennsylvania and the Cumberland Valley. Ifore un=-
usual about this house is its interior and exterior woodwork which although vernacular and
unsophisticated is elaborate. Local histories reveal that the builder of the house, Capt.
Henry Clopper, was a carpenter and undertaker by trade who operated a sawmill on another prop=-
er>¥ about one half mile south of this house,

According to the Vashington County Land Records, Richard Ragan sold almost 29 acres to Captain
Henry Clopper for $860 on April 28, 1860. (IN14/716)., 1In 1880 the heirs of Henry Clopper sold
the property for $3280 to '{lliam A. and Barbara Lohr. Barbara Lohr was Henry Clopper's daugh-
ter., (79/249), 1In 1895 it was purchased by Emelia R, Young who owned a large adjoining tract,
(104/126). The property remained in the Young family until 1953, Apparently Henry Clopper
was a native of Pennsylvania,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2.89 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE . COUNTY.
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE
ashington County Historical Sites Survey June 1977

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 Vest Washington Street 791=3065

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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