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Hid 19th Century 

Thi s t'WO and one half story, four bay X-ic!< farm 
house <lat...:.> fror.1 the third quartc:: or the l 9t!l ccntu:y. 
It follows an important regio:-lal forn having t~:o fr.ont 
door~ placed side by s~de . Tr.is is typical of nany ho~ses 
in so~thern Pennsyl van{a and the Cumberland Val l eyo ~~re 
unusual ai>out this house is its !:it ,.,ri.or anC. eY.terio:.- wo::>d 
work w!licli 'll thC\ugr V"'=nacular and unso?hist! catecl is elab
orate. Local histories reveal that t he builder of tlie house , 
Capt. Henry Cl opper , was A carpenter and und~:r:t~ker by trade 
who operaten a sawmill on arother property ab0ut one half mile 
south of this house. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY l:z,3 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Clopper-Hoffman House 

'fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East of Marsh Pike, 1.3 miles north of Paramotmt 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRfCT CITY. TOWN 

Paramount ..x. VICINITY OF Hagerstown 
STATE 

Haryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

:K..BUILOING(SI 
v 
~PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. and :Mrs. Donald L. Hoffman 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route fr 8, Box 47 
CITY. TOWN 

STATUS 

)LocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES· RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

}f_NO 

Hagergtovm - VICINITY OF 

· llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Pashington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Pest Pashington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Hashington 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL :[_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

.sTATE, zip code 
Maryland 21740 

Liber #: 637 
Folio #: 432 

STATE 

Hgyland 21740 

- _FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

X EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.!ALTERED ,,.. 50"' ._, /o 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located on the east side of Marsh Pike, 1.3 miles north of Paramount, northeast 
of Hagerstown in Pashington County, Maryland. It rests on sloping grotmd and faces east •. 

The structure is a two and one half story, four bay brick dwelling on coursed fieldstone foun
dations which become a full story in height at the front elevation to accO!llmOdate the steep 
bank into which the house was constructed. American or con:nnon bonding was used at all eleva
tions with, generally, nine courses of stretchers between header rows. Flat arches of brick 
are present above openings at the main and second story levels. A modern one and a half story 
addition containing a garage is attached to the south end wall. A double porch e~ends across 
the front of the ground and main stories. It is supported by square posts which appear to be 
original. 

Hindows and doors are not placed symmetrically in the walls. The casings are narrow and fin
ished with a bead at the inside edge. Pide wood lintels are present above openings in the 
ground story level. T'indo·ws have six over six pane double hung sashes. Small four pane win
dows are present in the eables. Pairs of t-wo panel shutters have been retained at many r' ~~ 

windows. Two doors are located side by side in the middle of the front elevation at the 
ground and oain story levels. At the ~ain story the doors have six vertical panels separated 
by three smaller rectangular panels runni~g horizontally. 

The roof is sheathed with modern ~"'OOd shingles and e::i...tends beyond the end walls of the house. 
Scalloped barge boards finish the Gables. Small decorative brackets trim the cornice at the 
front and rear of the house. Brick chimneys are located inside the end walls. 

The interior of the house is divided into three r~s at the main story. Although the in
terior has been altered, the house retains much original wood~·X>rk including- mantels, C:oors, 
baseboard and chair rail. 'I\:ro of the ~.antelpieces are particularly unusual, one having sty
lized ionic pilasters flanking the opening while the other is quite elaborate with circular 
blocks, molded panels and scroll cut projectin2 trim. The stairway was moved from its origi
nal location in the southeast corner of the house to the center of the house facing west. 

n...emaining outbuildinss include a brick smokehouse, a frame stable and a st!lall barn which is on 
a separate tract of land. The complex appears to be in excellent condition on a 2.89 acre 
property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~, -11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
_PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEOL':JliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION_ 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW _1400-1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-1500-1599 ---AGRICULTUR~ 

_ 1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE 
_ 1 700-1 799 ---ART 

::L.1800-1899 _COMMERCE 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

-~Cl ENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Capt. Henry Clopper 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This t't70 and one half story, four bay brick farm house dates from the third quarter of the 19th 
century. It follows an important regional form having t-wo front doors placed side by side. 
This is typical of many houses in southern Pennsylvania and the Cumberla:-id Valley. lbre un
usual about this house is its interior and exterior wood~rk which although vernacular and 
unsophisticated is elaborate. Local histories reveal that the builder of the house, Capt. 
Henry Clopper, was a carpenter and undertaker by trade who operated a sawmill on another prop
e~ about one half mile south of thi~ house. 

According to the Hashington County Land Records, Richard Ragan sold almost 29 acres to Captain 
Henry Clopper for $860 on April 28, 1860. (IN14/716). In 1880 the heirs of Henry Clopper sold 
the property for $3280 to l 1illiam A. and Barbara Lohr. Barl>ara Lohr was Henry Clopper's dau3h· 
ter. (79/249). In 1895 it was purchased by Emelia R. Young who owned a large adjoining tract. 
(104/126). The property remained in the Young family until 1953. Apparently Henry Clopper 
wa~ a native of Pennsylvania. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
~7ashington County Land Records. 

Williams, T .J .c., History of Hashington County. Hagerstown, Md: Mail P...iblishing 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AF.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 2_._8_9_a_cr_e_s __ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOl'I PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

... ,.. 
STATE COUNTY. 

mFORM PREPARED B.Y 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 \Jest Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 

June 1977 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STATE 

Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1109 
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