WA - I - 469 Late 19th Century
Showalter House

Hagerstown Vicinity

Private

.The Showalter House is an unusually elaborate farmhouse
for the Hagerstown area. Its decoration and size indicate the prosperity
of the builder, a display not often found in the area, perhaps because
of the conservative religious and cultural background. The house is a
two story, irregular plan brick building with a polygonal bay and french
doors opening on a balustraded terrace. This sophisticated arrangement
contrasts with the traditional arched window openings with incised
floral infill.
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DESCRIPTION WA-T-469

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
y
X exCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED _JORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS _XaLTERED _MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Showalter House s a two story late nineteenth century brick farmhouse
located on the north side of Eden Road, immediately west of the ''estern Mary-
land railroad tracks in the northern vicinity of Hagerstown.

The house has an irreqular plan and the elevations reflect this irregularity.
The main facade, facing south is three bays wide, with an open terrace and

Tow balustrade, The eastern bay on the first floor is a projecting polygonal
bay. Tha center bay has french doors with a rectangular fixed transom. The
fenestration is set in arched openings with incised floral decorative infill.
Most windows have shutters and are 4/4 sliding sash. The center window on the
seconc floor has a slightly lower sill than the others, although it does not
appcar to be an altered doorway.

! wood cornice or tbelt separates the first and second floors and at the west
¢levation, projects into a small porch sheltering the main entry which is in

a projecting bay of the west side. The doorframe here is peaked and has incised
fluted architraves,

The hipped roof is slate and is broken by a central chirney.

A one and a half story rear addition, probably later in date than the main
section, is attached to the main block throush the original ell which is one
story high.

" twentieth century garage and a large frame bank barn probably contemporary,
with the house, are located north of the house.

CONTINITE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —-COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION
—1400-1489 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW ——SCIENCE
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*1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Showalter House is an usually elaborate farmhouse for the Hagerstown area.
Its decoration and size indicate the prosperity of the builder, a display not
often found in the area, due perhaps to a conservative religious and cultural

background.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Janet Davis, MHT/SHA Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

*aryland Historical Trust February 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

21 State Circle 301-269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Annapolis Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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