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Showa 1 ter House 
Hagerstown Vicinity 
rlrivate 

Late 19th Century 

The Showalter House is an unusually elaborate farmhouse 
for the Hagerstown area. Its decoration and size indicate the prosperity 
of the builder, a display not often found in the area, perhaps because 
of the conservative religious and cultural background. The house is a 
two story, irregular plan brick building with a polygonal bay and french 
doors opening on a balustraded terrace. This sophisticated arrangement 
contrasts with the traditional arched window openings with incised 
floral infill. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ~AGI f 2214?7~604 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Showalter House 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Eden Road, West of Western MD. R. R. Tracks 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 
STATE 
Ma ryl:and 

..X. VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-XBUILDING(S) .?S_PRIVA TE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

- _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED ~YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~aul C. Showalter 
STREET & NUMBER 

305 Donneybrook Drive 
C!TY. TOWN 

Hagerstown _x v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Washington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

HaQer5tgwp 

II REPRESENT A TI ON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL )(_PAIVA TE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

srATE zip code 
Mary 1 and 2~ 740 

Liber #: 267 
Folio #: 172 

STATE 

~:ar:r land 

-FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -lOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

PERIOD 

STATE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 



B DESCRIPTION 

X EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.J'.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..JbRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE·---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Showalter House is a two story late nineteent'1 century brick farmhouse 
located on the north side of Eden Roar:!, irmediately 1·1est of the '!estern '-'ary­
land railroad tracks in the northern vicinity of Hagerstown. 

The house has an irregular plan and the elevations reflect this irregularity. 
The main facade, facing south is three bays wide, with an open terrace and 
low balustrade, The eastern bay on the first floor is a projecting polygonal 
bay. The center bay has french doors with a rectangular fixed transo~. The 
fenestration is set in arche~ openings with incised floral decorative infill. 
~ost windows have shutters and are 4/4 sliding sash. The center window on the 
secon~ floor has a slightly lower sill than the others, although it does not 
appear to be an altered ~oorway. 

A wood cornice or belt separates the first and second floors an~ at t~e west 
~levation, projects into a s~all porch sheltering the ~ain entry wf.ich is in 
a projecting bay of the west side. The doorfra~e here is peaked and has incise~ 
fluted architraves. 

The hippec roof is slate and is broken by a central chirne~. 

A one and a half story rear adJition, probably later in date than the ~ain 
sec ti on, is attached to the main block throu2h the ori gi na 1 ell ':.rhi ch is one 
story high . 

. r'. t1,1entieth century garage and a large frare bank barn probably contem;)orary, 
with the house, are located north of the house. 

rnNTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

*1800-1899 

_1900-

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

--AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATiONS _INDUSTRY 

_iNVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

The Showalter House is an usually elaborate farmhouse for the Hagerstown area. 
Its decoration and size indicate the prosperity of the builder, a display not 
often found in the area, ~ue perhaps to a conservative religious and cultural 
background. 

-

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

., ------- -----------



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AW\,TE SHEET If NECESS~Y 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

February 1981 
TELEPHONE 

3'.Jl-269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301} 267-1438 
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