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c. 1860 

The Garling-Spessard Farm is a good example of a mid-nineteenth 
century farmhouse and related outbuildings. The house is two stories 
with an entry porch and an ell with two-tier porches on two elevations. 
The north end of the house has a one-story addition in stucco painted 
red to match the brick of the original section. The extension has a 
polygonal bay window. A frame bank barn, a brick kitchen or wash house, 
and a shed slaughterhouse are located near the house, forming a complete 
farm complex. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Garling-Spessard Farmhouse is a two story brick house with ell and entry porch 
datins fro~ the mirl to late nineteenth century and locate~ on the north sirle of 
~D. 64, or Jefferson Street, about one ~ile east of Hagerstown. 

The gable roofed main section has interior end chi~neys. The two-story ell has 
ti·!O-tier porches or. the ncrth and south elevations. The ~ain section also i:as 
a later one-story stucco addition on the north gable end. This section has a 
three-siced bay on the east. 

Th2 r.1ain elevation faces east and has three bays on the first floor and t:-10 on 
t:1e second. The \d ndo't! anc'. ;:!oar openi njs are archeC:. The fenestration is 2/2 
slidin; sash except in the first flvor Jay to the right of the entry. The oriClinal 
'.tincow openin::; here has been altered for a pair of 1/1 vJindo',';'S. The polygonal 
bay in the north addition, next to the paired ~inrlows, also has 1/1 sa~h. The 
first floor windows in this elevation have raise1 ranel shutters. The seconrl 
floor \1indm1s are unshuttered. The e'1try porch has slew:fer c1-rn;'lfered posts 
and scroll-sawn brackets. 

The exposed sout~1 elevation has t\10 irregular bCJys: the v1est bay has t•:m •::ir.dov1s 
on the first and second floor anJ the east has one on each floor. The second 
floor windows have louvered shutters. One single shutter renains on the first 
fl oo r east Jay . 

The foundation is stone and the brick masonry is '.'-course :i."'erican bone'. The 
roofs of both the house and the porch are covere~ in roAern roofing ~aterial. 
:he simple cornice has returns on the ~able ends. 

:
1orth of the house is a frane bank barn \'Jith vertical siding. Irnnediately '.1est 

of the house is a brick ki":chen or v1ash house v;hich has a large fire;:ilace, 
currently boarded up. Further west is a snall building which is now used as a 
slaughterhouse. All of these outbuildings appear to date from the same perio~ 
as the house. 
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The Garling-Spessard Far~ is a 9ood exanple of a ~id-nineteenth century f~rnhouse 
and related outbuildings, showing ;radual adaptations in function and for~ over 

-

--

a long period of existence. 

~illiam's Histor, of ~ashington Count, (19JE) contains infornati0n on the Garling 
family, but none on "S. Garling," the owner as shown on Lake, Sriffing, and 
Stevenson's 1877 map of ~·'ashington County. Sar.iuel n. Spessard !Jought the farm, 
inclu~ing 44 acres in 1903. Spessard was a prosperous far~er and Williams 1 
described the farr.i as 1\1ell-hproved" idth a fine residence, a ~odel ho:ie." 

~'.otes: 
1. ~!illian:s, History of i!ashin1ton Count,, V. 2., t'.1004. 
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i.;aryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis_ 
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January 27, 19°1 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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