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Ernest L. Smith House 
Hagerstown Vicinity 
Private 

Late 19th Century 

The Ernest L. Smith House is a fine example of vernacular 
architecture of the late nineteenth century. Its simple but effective 
decoration implies an understanding of the unity of the house form and 
an attempt to use functional elements such as lintels and window sash to 
hold together the integrity of the building. 

The house is a two story frame structure with a stone foundation 
and metal roof. The door and window frames have pedimented hoods and 
the architraves are chamfered with a base or stop at the sill level. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ernest L. S:T.ith House is a tvm-story \·Jhite frar::e house vlith .1 metal roof -:latin~ 
fro!" the late nineteenth century and locatec on the south si':'e of Jefferson 
Street U''.:'. G4) about 1 1/4 miles east of HaC'ersto~vn. 

The house has a three-bay ~ain elevation with a center entry facing north. A 
b!o-story flat roofec! addition extends south from the rear of the hi1use. 1~t the 
junction of the nain block an~ the addition is a second entrance with a s~all 
Jabled hooj on brackets. ~n interior ~rick chi~ney rises ~ro~ the roof ~t 
the junction of the a~dition. 

The most distinctive feature of the house is the fenestration. ~11 the window 
openings and the main doorway have shallow pediment hoods. The sash is 4/4 
and the upper sash has segmentally arched muntins. Even the square attic windows 
in the gable ends are treated in this manner. All windows have modern louvred green 
shutters. Where the architraves a~e visible, mainly around the door and attic 
windows, they are plain with a chamfered edge and "stops" at the sills. The main 
entrance has a rectangular transom. 

The foundation is stone and the exterior is covered in German siding. The metal 
roof has standing seams. 
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The Ernest L. Smith House is a fine example of vernacular architecture of the late 
nineteenth century. Its s1mple but effective decoration implies an understanding 
of the unity of the house form and an attempt to use functional elements such as 
lintels and window sash to hold together the integrity of the building. 
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This house may be one of those shown belonging to H. Spielman on Lake, Griffing, 
and Stevenson's 1877 map of Washington County. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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