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Swvey # WA-1-817 

Maugansville Elevator 

Street Address 13724 Village Mill Drive 

Town, State Maugansville, Maryland 21767 

private b public _ 

Approximate date: Ca. 1930 

The Maugansville Feed Service Complex includes a house converted to an office, and a cluster of feed 

and grain elevators and silos complete with chutes an piping to convey the grain among the silos. Also 

present are large wooden and metal storage buildings. Both the house and the groups of silos are situated to be 

parallel with the railroad. rather than parallel to the street. The house is a two story, three bay frame building 

covered with masonite siding. Its principal entrance is currently in the gable end facing the railroad tracks. 

On this facade. the entrance is placed centrally in the gable end wall. On the southeast facade, there are also 

three bays and an entrance. but the entrance is offset to share a jamb with the more southerly window. There 

are only two windows at the second story level. Windows have two over two sash. A character defining 

feature is the wraparound porch which is supported by square posts. The silos are arranged in pairs with the 

forward three pairs being of corrugated metal and those to the rear being of reinforced concrete. A suspended 

shed roof covers a loading site for railroad cars. The concrete portions of the building are older and even 

retain historic signage. The elevator was established in the late 19th century by Joseph Horst, perhaps in 

partnership with Isaac Eby. Apparently it was destroyed by fire and rebuilt sometime between 1925 and 1949. 

Much of the present structure was present in 194 9 as shown in a historic photograph. Apparently Horst and 

Eby also established a store on the property. 
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Survey# WA-I-817 
Maugansville Elevator 
Street Address 13724 Village Mill Drive 
Town, State Maugansville, Maryland 21767 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

I. Geographic Organization: Western Maryland 

IL Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930 

III. Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): 

Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 

IV. Resource Type: 

Category: Buildings, Structures 

Historic Environment: Village 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

Domestic/Single Dwelling 
Com01ercial/Store 
Industrial/Grain Elevator 

Photo Reference: Photo# 94 

Forni Prepared By: 

Date: 6/97 

Paula S. Reed, PhD, Architectural Historian 
Woodward-Clyde 
200 Orchard Ridge Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
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__ State Historic Sites Inventory Form Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Maugansville Elevator 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 13724 Village Mill Drive __ not for publication 

-

city, town Maugansville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

district) 
~ building(s) 

Ownership 
public 

_x private 
both 

__ vicinity of 

county Washington 

Status Present Use 
~occupied agriculture 

unoccupied commercial 
work in progress educational 

congressional district 

museum 
park 

structure 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment 

private residence 
religious 
scientific ob1ect in process x yes restricted government 

being considered yes: unrestricted x industrial 
x not applicable no military 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Maugansville Feed Service, Inc. 

street & number P . o. Box 4 9 8 telephone no.: 301-791-5288 

city, town Maugansville state and zip code Maryland 21767 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washington County Courthouse 

street & number 95 West Washington Street 

city, town Hagerstown state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

state 

~ transportation 
other: 

Uber 830 

Folio 927 

county local 



7. Description 
Condition 

excellent 
xgood 
-fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

=unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Survey No. WA-I-817 

Check one 
x original site 

- moved date of move ------

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

Resource Count = 2 

Built in the 2nd quarter of the 20th century, the Maugansville Elevator complex, is located at the south 
end of the Village of Maugansville directly adjacent to the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks. The complex 
includes a house converted to an office, and a cluster of feed and grain elevators and silos, complete 
with chutes and piping, to convey the grain among the silos. Also present are large wooden and metal 
storage buildings, a concrete block building, and a frame storage building. The elevator silos are 
arranged in pairs with the forward three pairs being of corrugated metal and those to the rear being of 
reinforced concrete. A suspended shed roof covers a loading area. The concrete silos are older and 
even retain historic signage. Directly west of the elevators are a grain room, an annex, a boiler room, 
and a frame storage shed. In 1963, an early 20th century two-story frame house was incorporated under 
the ownership of the Elevator Company. Historic elements of the elevator complex include the concrete 
silos, the adjacent two-bay portion of the grain room and the frame storage building. Other buildings on 
the property less than 50 years old, however, should be considered contributing buildings in the future. 
Visual unity is created by the relationship of these buildings and structures to one another and their 
location between a farm lane and the railroad tracks. 

The elevator facility is located at the intersection of Village Mill Drive and Railroad Street, a short cross­
street. Both the house and the group of silos are situated to be parallel with the railroad, rather than 
parallel to the street. The elevators are a prominent feature of the streetscape. Located next to a 
residential block to the south, the rail tracks to the north, and farmland to its west; the setting clearly 
defines the elevator's historic association with the railroad, the farming community, and the Village of 
Maugansville. 

The elevator facility consists of six metal silos at the east end of the facility facing Maugansville Road. 
Directly behind the metal silos are six older silos constructed of poured concrete squares. Following the 
silos is the concrete grain room and the annex which is punctuated by openings throughout for windows 
and chutes where grain is mixed for certain types of feed. The boiler room contained within a tall metal 
building contains equipment formerly used to flake the com to soften the kernel as opposed to crushing 
the kernel. A series of grain elevators extend from the complex to several feet beyond the tops of the 
silos and attached buildings. According to a date plaque. the portion of the grain room beyond the two­
bay section was built in 1961 and the boiler room appears to be a later addition. 

Historically, the structure was known as the elevator because the grain was deposited at the top and 
came out the bottom. No exterior system transport area noted on a 1949 dated photograph. Today, the 
exterior system of elevators, containing cups to carry the grain, transport the grain from an auger in the 
ground, where it is initially deposited from trucks, and carries it to its destination in a silo for storage or to 
a mixing area to create feed. 

The four-bay, frame, side-gabled storage building is covered with a standing seam metal roof. The first 
floor contains four open bay areas and the second floor contains four equally spaced sliding doors. The 
west end gable contains an opening in the gable and a second opening in the second floor close to the 
south edge of the wall. The north side has a pulley door on the west end of the first floor and east side is 
attached to the complex. 

According to a USGS map, the wooden and metal storage buildings located west of the elevator, are less 
than 50 years old and a date stone on the concrete block building dates it to 1956. The concrete block 
building, located south of the elevator, is used as a cabinet shop. A large modem metal storage building 
is located between the house and the concrete block building. 
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Located south of the silos is a frame dwelling, built in 1900, that has been converted to a feed supply 
store. The building is a contributing element of the Maugansville Historic District (WA-1-248). The frame 
two-story side gable building rests on a stone foundation and is vernacular in style with a wrap-around 
porch and 212 double-hung sash windows. Asphalt shingles cover the roof. Masonite siding covers the 
original clap board siding. The end gables contain cornice returns and the south gable has an end 
chimney. The wrap-around porch on the north and east sides of the building features turned posts, a 
tongue-and-groove floor, and a plywood ceiling. The east facade contains an off-center panel door with 
a flat transom and simple molding flanked by two windows on the first floor and two windows on the 
second floor. The north elevation facing the railroad tracks has a centrally located door on the first floor 
flanked by two windows, three equally-spaced windows on the second floor and paired two-light windows 
in the gable. 

The west elevation facing the metal storage building, has two windows on the first floor and two small 
square windows with side-by-side lights on the second floor. The south elevation has a small wood 
addition with a metal standing seam roof. The main block contains one window on the first floor and two 
on the second. Two 212 small windows are in the gable. 

The interior of the building has been completely altered to accommodate its retail/office function. Floors 
are covered with carpet or linoleum. Remaining historic features include wood molding around the 
windows, and the stair rail with newel post. New hollow wood doors are in the upstairs rooms, with the 
exception of paneled wood doors to the bathroom and attic. The stairs are centrally located and located 
immediately at the north elevation door. A hole in an upstairs room wall reveals wood lath and plaster 
construction. Changes to the frame building include the addition of masonite siding and an addition to 
the south end that covers the original window opening on the first floor of the south end. Despite the 
changes to the building, the original massing and design remains intact. 



8. Significance 
Period 

prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-

Areas of Significance 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Check and justify below 
community planning 
conservation 

x economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

Specific dates ca. 1930 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: x A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exceptions: A B c D 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Survey No. WA-I-817 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

E F G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

religion 
science 

_sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

_other( specify) 

The Maugansville Elevator is significant for its association with the agricultural heritage of Maugansville 
and the surrounding farming community. The elevators are used to store, process and mix grain prior to 
their shipment via the railroad. The elevator complex site is closely allied with the railroad industry and 
the development of the village since the late 19th century when the first elevators were built, and later in 
the 2nd quarter of the 20th century when the Pennsylvania Railroad built new elevators. 

History 

In 1862, Joseph Horst, a Mennonite, acquired the land that the elevator complex is located on at the 
southwest comer of the railroad tracks, from his father John Horst, Sr. and a Michael Horst. Joseph 
Horst began life on a farm and eventually owned a 133-acre farm near Maugansville. His many 
accomplishments include activities such as a land developer in the village, establishing the Maugansville 
Creamery in 1892, and a stockholder in the Cearfoss and Hagerstown turnpike 1. According to the 1877 
Washington County Atlas, the Cumberland Valley Railroad train station was located on the northeast 
side of the tracks close to J. Horst's residence. The station and residence no longer exist and the site is 
now a park. 

The exact year the first elevator was built is unknown. One source states that In 1882, twenty years after 
acquiring the land, Joseph Horst built a store-room and station house in Maugansville beside the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad. Horst ran a general mercantile business for 17 years, dealt in lumber and 
coal, and from 1884-1899 he was also station agent and postmaster. The store-room may refer to an 
elevator. Another source states that the first elevator was built in 1893 by Joseph Horst and Isaac Eby 
and was first conducted as a general store and then later expanded to sell coal, lumber and feed3

• Since 
Horst owned the property from 1862-1899, either of these sources may be correct. In 1899, Horst retired 
and sold the store to his son Daniel who apparently kept the business going until 19144

. 

In 1914, Daniel Horst sold the parcels to the Cumberland Valley Railroad which became the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in 1919. A 1925 photografh shows passengers at the Maugansville Station which 
was housed in the old store and elevator building . These buildings no longer exist. Reportedly the 

1 Williams, Thomas J. C. A History of Washington County. Maryland. John M. Runk & L. R. Titsworth, 1906, p. 655. 
2 Ibid, p. 655. 
3 Maugansville Junior High School. Mauqansville Past and Present. Vol. 2, January 1955, p. 9. This is an oral history 
source. No primary documentation is available regarding the exact year the first elevator was built. 
~ Williams, p. 655. 

'McKee, Barb and Teresa Swain. "Jonathan Maugans Leads Settlers to 880 Acres in Northern Part of County in 1827.· 
Maryland Cracker Barrell, June/July 1996, p. 18. 
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elevator burned and was rebuilt and updated with three additional grain bins6
. According to the former 

president and manager of the company, the new elevator was built by the Pennsylvania Railroad and 
leased to local people7

. 

The Maugansville Elevator & Lumber Company was incorporated in 1931 and leased the elevator from 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. A photograph dated to 1949 shows the existing concrete silos and the grain 
area toward the rear of the photograph. The silos in the foreground contain a painted sign ·wayne 
Feeds·. which is still visible today. Based on the 1925 photograph showing the former elevator and the 
1949 photograph of the new elevator, the existing concrete silos were built between that time frame. A 
former one story building appears in front of the elevators with a sign ·Maugansville Elevator and 
Lumber co: Reportedly, a lumber yard and planing mill opened at the Elevator and operated from the 
1940s to the 1970s. Plywood was delivered by railroad and custom cabinets made. The elevator has 
always been the largest business in the Maugansville community, serving farmers with supplies and as a 
market for their grain products. The lumber yard/feed mill was a busy place in the 1940s with ten to 
twenty railroad cars coming into the elevator at a time during the summer months. 8 

The railroad sold the facility in 1958 to Mark Petre of Ario Farms who sold it three years later to the 
Maugansville Elevator and Lumber Company. In 1986, the current owners, the Maugansville Feed 
Service, Inc., acquired the property. Today the lumber mill continues to operate on a part-time custom 
basis and the elevator is still in full operation. However, today the grain is shipped by truck, never by 
train. 

Theme 

Economic activity in Maugansville. 1880-1947. In the 1880s, Maugansville was a thriving rural village 
community that prospered, in part, as a result of the surrounding rich agricultural farmland. From the 
later 19th to the mid-20th century Maugansville has remained associated with farming and derived 
economic benefit from by producing jobs. Over the years businesses have included a blacksmith shop, 
a cider press that used many of the apples bought from nearby growers, a cannery, a creamery which 
bought milk from area farmers and made butter, a hatchery, a foundry that made plows and other 
agricultural equipment, and an implement shop that sold and serviced farm machinery, and a feed 
grinder business. Primary among the support services was the elevator complex which stored, 
processed, and shipped grain via the adjacent railroad line. The elevator complex and the railroad 
greatly expanded the market for area farmers and the fact that an elevator complex has operated on this 
site since the late 19th century is an indication of the abundant agricultural activity of the late 19th to 
mid-20th century within the Conococheague District. Activities added later in the 19th century, including 
coal and lumber, further enhanced the economic significance of the site as an employment and service 
center and strengthened Maugansville's stance as a rural trading community. 

By the mid-twentieth century, Maugansville experienced a transition into a •bedroom• community as it 
lost its local commercial and agricultural enterprises to modem commercial development east of town. 
Today much of Maugansville is surrounded by contemporary 20th century residential and commercial 
development, however, the community still exhibits the character of both a conservative agricultural 
village and an early to mid-20th century residential community, partially due to the continuing existence 

6 Maugansville Eighth and Ninth Grades. History of Mauqansville. Maugansville Historical Society, 1949, p. 14. This is 
-~n oral history. No date was given for the reported fire. 

Maginnis, Bob. "Maugansville Elevator Reduces Operations." Herald Mail, November 17, 1985, p. 08. 
J Boyer, Harold. Personal interview in Smithsburg, Maryland. May 1, 1997. 
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of the elevator. The elevator and this site along Maugansivlle Road have approximately 100 years of 
association with Washington County's agricultural heritage. 
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Chain of Title 

G-1 on plat 
05-06-1862 John Horst, Sr. & Wife to Joseph Horst 

Parcel #2, by Cumberland Valley RR Station 
Liber IN 16 Folio 233 

05-20-1862 Michael Horst & Wife to Joseph Horst 
Parcel #2 
Liber IN Folio 246 

07-30-1892 Joseph Horst to Cumberland Valley R.R. 
Parcel #1 
Uber 99 Folio 171 

n.d. John Horst, Sr. & wife to Joseph Horst 

Survey No. WA-I-817 

Magi No. 

DOE yes no 

Parcel #1 , Tract #1 - Land was adjoining the "Maugansville Station". Part of land was to 
become a public road. 
Liber II 16 Folio 234, 236 

n.d. Michael Horst & 'Wife to Joseph Horst 
Parcel #1, Tract #2 
Liber 16 Folio 246 

03/30/1899 Joseph Horst & wife to Daniel E. Horst 
Liber 110 Folio 278 

03-25-1914 Daniel E. Horst to Cumberland Valley Railroad 
Parcel #1 
Liber 143 Folio 536 

03-14-1914 Joseph Horst to Cumberland Valley Railroad 
Parcel #2 
Liber 143 Folio 423 

05-14-1958 Penn R.R. Co. to Mark Petrie, Ario Farms et al 
Liber 336 Folio 93 

12-29-1961 J. Mark Petre, Ada H. Petre, Ario Farms to Maugansville Elevator & Lumber Co. 
by Adam R. & Martha G. Martin 
Uber 375 Folio 691 

12-22-1986 Maugansville Elevator & Lumber Co., Inc. to Maugansville Feed Service, Inc. 
Liber 830 Folio 927 
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Lot 1 on plat (frame house) 

03-13-1899 

09-08-1900 

10-16-1901 

Joseph Horst and Susan Horst to David E. Horst 
Part of Salem, 70+ acres 
Liber 11 O Folio 278 

David E. Horst and Elizabeth Horst to Noah Ernst 
Liber 113 Folio 183 

Noah Ernst to Harry Wolgemuth 
Two-story frame dwelling 
Liber 115 Folio 191 

Magi No. 

DOE 

03-16-1910 Harry Wolgemuth and Emma Wolgemuth to Mary A. Benedict 

yes 

Two-story frame dwelling, stable & other outbuildings and improvements 

03-15-1912 

01-18-1944 

01-18-1944 

09-19-1963 

Liber 133 Folio 440 

Mary A. Benedict & D. T. Benedict to Cyrus R. Ocker 
Two-story frame dwelling, stable & other outbuildings and improvements 
Liber 138 Folio 290 

Cyrus R. Ocker and Vesta V. Ocker to Melva M. Guyer 
Liber 225 Folio 218 

Melva M. Guyer to Cyrus R. Ocker and Vesta V. Ocker 
Uber 225 Folio 218 

Cyrus R. Ocker to Maugansville Elevator & Lumber Co. 
#7 on plat 
Liber 398 Folio 585 

no 

12-22-1986 Maugansville Elevator & Lumber Co., Inc. to Maugansville Feed Service, Inc. 
Uber 830 Folio 927 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT: 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Western Maryland 

Chronological/Developmental Period{s): Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 

Resource Types: 

Category: Buildings, Structures 

Historic Environment: Village 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Industrial/Grain elevator 
Domestic/Single dwelling 
Commercial/Store 

Known Design Source: Unknown 

no 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WA-I-817 

See continuation sheet 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property .8 acres 

Quadrangle name __ H_a_.g:....e_r_s_t_o_w_n ________ _ Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4"""",_o_o_o __ 

UTM References DO NOT COMPLETE UTM REFERENCES 

A Ll I I I I I I I I I I I B Ll I I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Ll I I D Ll I I I I 

E Ll I I I I F Ll I I I I 

G Ll I I I I H Ll I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
The boundary includes the east side of Parcel G-1 containing the elevator 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Susan Cianci Salvatore 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Woodward-Clyde Consultants date June 1977 

200 Orchard Ridge Dr. telephone 301-670-3361 

Gaithersburg state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA. 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
People's Resource Center 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7000 
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Maugansville, Washington County 
1949 photograph, source unknown 
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Maugansville, Washington County 
Main Floor Sketch Plan 
Maugansville Feed Service, Inc. 
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