
ABSTRACT 
WA-II-027 19th Century 
Log House West of Lappans Crossroads 
Fairplay Vicinity 
private 

The area of significance of this house is its 
architecture. Constructed of log it is representative 
of a major architectural group in Western Maryland 
and the Cumberland and Shenandoah Valleys. Log was 
used extensively as a building material in these areas 
from the earliest days of settlement to well into the 
19th century. Many log structures remain in use today 
covered with various forms of siding or bricks. 

This house in particular is significant because 
its log construction can be seen from the exterior. 
Although its age is not known, it appears to be a 19th 
century example and offers a little altered view of 
such structures as many might have appeared originally. 
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This house is located on the north side of Maryland route 68, about .8 mil 
west of Lappans Crossroads in Washington Comity, Maryland. It is situated 
on sloping ground and faces south. 

The dwelling is a two part log structure one and a half stories high and 
five bays in length. Although the house is coated with layers of white­
wash, the log construction can be seen easily. A vertical joint marking 
an interior log wall divides the two parts of the structure between the 
second and third bays from the east end of the front elevation. The roof 
pitch is different at each section creating an irregular roof line. 

Windows are placed at random in the walls. Most main story openings have 
six over six pane double hung sashes held within frames with wide, plain 
facing. Smaller sash windows are present in the upper half story of the "' 
western section of the house. In the east section, a gable-roofed dormer m 
with double windows has been added to the north slope of the roof. m 

Entrances are located in the second and fout'th bays from the east end of 
the house. Both appear to have received similar treatment and do not .z. 
include transoms. "' 

A one story porch extends along the front elevation of the west section. 
A modern leanto addition has been attached to the west end of the house. 

-t 

The roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal. No decorative work is n 
associated with the eaves or barge areas. Chimneys are located inside -t 
each gable end, with the flues at the west end being larger and higher 
than the other. o 

Imnediately behind the house is a stone root cellar with a gable roof 
sheathed with sheet metal. 

Old photographs of the dwelling in the possession of the family of an 
earlier owner, James Norris, who held the property from 1944 to 1963, 
show a root cellar in front of the house. The present root cellar behind 
the house is said to have been built by James Norris. 

The building appears to be in good condition and is located on a tract 
containing 1.64 acres. 
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The area of significance of this house is its architecture. Constructed 
of log it is representative of a major architectural group in Western 
Maryland and the Cumberland and Shenandoah Valleys. Log was used ex­
tensively as a building material in these areas from the earliest days of 
settlement to well into the 19th century. Many log structures remain in 
use today covered with various forms of siding or bricks. 

This house in particular is significant because its log construction can 
be seen from the exterior. Although its age is not known, it appears to 
be a 19th century example and offers a little altered view of such struc­
tures as many might have appeared originally. 
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