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Washington County Court House
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W Excellent [J Good [ Fair (] Deteriorated
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CONDITION

(Check One)
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(3 Moved
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K Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ferry Hill Inn is at present listed with the Maryland Historical
Trust in Annapolis. A State Historical Market explaining the signi-
ficance of the inn is located along Maryland Route 34 near the structure.

Additional records are on file with the Maryland Historical Trust.
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WA-IT-035 ~- Ferry Hill Inn
#7 —-— Description

The Ferry Hill Inn is located along the north side of Maryland Route 34 just
east of the Potomac River in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on a
high bluff facing south.

The Inn is a two-story red brick structure. The main or front section is five
bays in width at the facade. A seven-bay el extends to the rear or north of the
building. The exterior woodwork is painted where. It was built in 1812.

The structure is set on low stone foundations. ~Walls at the facade are laid
in flemish bond. Other brick work is common bond. A modern one-story frame
extension is connected to the north gable end of the el. Flat brick arches are
present over windows, while a broad eliptical arch spans the main entrance. Other
decorative brick work includes a cornice band of headers protruding from the
house wall.

Windows contain modern framing and six-over-six pane sashes. Many openings
on the south and east walls are flanked with louvered shutters. Small half
windows are present in the lower facade to light the cellar. On the roof are two
gable topped dormers with arched openings.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the facade. The entrance
way is wide under a broad eliptical fan with ray mullions and matching side lights.
The jambs are paneled. Attached plain doric colummns flank the door.

The roof covering is sheet metal. The main section of the building is topped
with a hipped roof while the rear section has a gable roof.

Inside end chimneys are present at both ends of the main section and at the
north gable end of the el. A fourth chimney rises from the interior of the el.
All have decorative brick work at their caps.

A modern two-story portico covers the three center bays of the facade. It is
supported by four plain doric columns. A double porch extends along the east
wall of the el.

The Ferry Hill Inn property contains 41.97 acres. Although it has been greatly
altered, the building is in excellent condition. It is not at present in danger
of destruction.

#8 —~ Significance

The major significance of Ferry Hill Inn lies in its association with the early
ferry across the Potomac River and as the boyhood home of Colonel Henry Kyd Douglas,
a member of Stonewall Jackson's staff.

According to published sources, the Ferry Hill house was built in 1812. The
property was at that time owned by Henry Thomas Van Swearingen. Thomas Van Swear-
ingen gegan operating a ferry between Shepherdstown in what was then Virginia and
Maryland in 1765.
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WA-II-035 —— Ferry Hill Inn
#8 —— Sigficance (Continued)

In 1816 the property was transferred to John Blackford who operated the ferry
and the Ferry Hill plantation until his death in 1839, John Blackfpnd's son
Henry sold the Ferry Hill property to Robert Douglas in 1848.

Henry Kyd Douglas, son of Robert Douglas spent his boyhood years at Ferry
Hill. Because Douglas was a member of Stonewell Jackson's staff, in 1862
federal troops occupied the house and confined the Douglas family. In 1863,
the house served as headquarters for confederate Major General Edward Johnson
on his route to Pennsylvania.

The architectural significance of the Ferry Hill House has been diminished
by extensive alteration.

A commemorative sign planted in front of the property explains its association
with the Douglas family and Civil War events.
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