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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Ferry Hill Inn 
AND/QR HISTORIC: 

f2.. LOCATtO_• N~.· _.. __ _.._..._..._ _______ ~--~~--~-~----------'-~---"'"-'I 
STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

Maryland Route 34 at the Potomac River 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Sharpsburg 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building 

D Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

1¥1 Private 

O Both 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

ti(. ()WNE.R Of PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

Fred W. Morrison 

0 Park 

0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

~ Occupied Yes: 

D Unoccupied .8) Restricted 

0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

0 Transportation 0 Comments 

~ Other (Specify) 

inn/restaurant 

W STREET AND NUMBER: 

w Route 2 
CITY OR TOWN: 

lsTA~~land Sharpsburg 
[~~ ~Q¢~fJ9WOF-"4'¢~C'"fiescRIPTtON .··.·.· 

.. · .. · ·. ·::.· .. : 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Washington County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: !STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 
Title Reference of Current o~~a (Book & Pa. i): 264/204 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 



'gJ Exce !lent 0 Good 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

lg) Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved g) Original Site 

The Ferry Hill Inn is at present listed with the Maryland Historical 

Trust in Annapolis. A State Historical Market explaining the signi-

ficance of the inn is located along Maryland Route 34 near the structure. 

Additional records are on file with the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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!!I!~ . SJ9'1Uf~¢~cl; . . ... . . 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 0 18th Century 

D 15th Century 0 17th Century (g) 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1812 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aber iginal 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

Bl Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia I/Human-

0 Commerce D Literature itorian 

0 Communications igi Military D Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

... --.T-~-..,,....-"'"'"-

.. . .. · . 
.. :.:-:.:.:.····: 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 



E1it: §196-ii~tt>.J.. t>ATA ·· · .. 
"""'"+"~"""~'""-~....._""'-~"'-'-'-"'-~~~-'-~~~~~~~-'-'~'--~--.~~--"~~..._--'..,--~~~.......;~~~~.......;~~~-'--'~~'~ 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1~~~--,.--~~~~~~~~~-.--~~~~~~~~~--iRr-~~~~~~-o_F~L_E_s_s~T_H~ArN~T_E_N~A_C~R~E=-=-S~--~~~~4 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 
0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

.;;w Q 0 

41.97 acres APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

"" 
Acreage Justification: m 
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:::0 
\LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES c:: 
STATE: COUNTY 

n 
STATE: COUNTY: -t 

STATE: COUNTY: 0 

z 
STATE: COUNTY: 

Vt 

.................. 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historic Sites Survey 

'

DATE 

Sept •• 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local D 

Signature 



WA-II-035 -- Ferry Hill Inn 

#7 -- Description 

The Ferry Hill Inn is located along the north side of Maryland Route 34 just 
east of the Potomac River in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on a 
high bluff facing south. 

The Inn is a two-story red brick structure. The main or front section is five 
bays in width at the facade. A seven-bay el extends to the rear or north of the 
building. The exterior woodwork is painted where. It was built in 1812. 

The structure is set on low stone foundations. ·Walls at the facade are laid 
in flemish bond. Other brick work is common bond. A modern one-story frame 
extension is connected to the north gable end of the el. Flat brick arches are 
present over windows, while a broad eliptical arch spans the main entrance. Other 
decorative brick work includes a cornice band of headers protruding from the 
house wall. 

Windows contain modern framing and six-over-six pane sashes. Many openings 
on the south and east walls are flanked with louvered shutters. Small half 
windows are present in the lower facade to light the cellar. On the roof are two 
gable topped dormers with arched openings. 

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the facade. The entrance 
way is wide under a broad eliptical fan with ray mullions and matching side lights. 
The jambs are paneled. Attached plain doric columns flank the door. 

The roof covering is sheet metal. The main section of the building is topped 
with a hipped roof while the rear section has a gable roof. 

Inside end chimneys are present at both ends of the main section and at the 
north gable end of the el. A fourth chimney rises from the interior of the el. 
All have decorative brick work at their caps. 

A modern two-story portico covers the three center bays of the facade. It is 
supported by four plain doric columns. A double porch extends along the east 
wall of the el. 

The Ferry Hill Inn property contains 41.97 acres. Although it has been greatly 
altered, the building is in excellent condition. It is not at present in danger 
of destruction. 

#8 -- Significance 

The major significance of Ferry Hill Inn lies in its association with the early 
ferry across the Potomac River and as the boyho.od home of Colonel Henry Kyd Douglas, 
a member of Stonewall Jackson 1·5 staff~ 

According to published sources, the Ferry Hill house was built in 1812. The 
property was at that time owned by Henry Thomas Van Swearingen. Thomas Van Swear
ingen gegan operating a ferry between Shepherdstown in what was then Virginia and 
Maryland in 1765. 



WA-II-035 -- Ferry Hill Inn 

#8 -- Sigf icance (Continued) 

In 1816 the property was transferred to John Blackford who operated the ferry 
and the Ferry Hill plantation until his death in 1839. John BlackfoPd's son 
Henry sold the Ferry Hill property to ~bert Douglas in 1848. 

Henry Kyd Douglas, son of Robert Douglas spent his boyhood years at Ferry 
Hill. Because Douglas was a member of Stonewell Jackson's staff, in 1862 
federal troops occupied the house and confined the Douglas family. In 1863, 
the house served as headquarters for confederate Major General Edward Johnson 
on his route to Pennsylvania. 

The architectural significance of the Ferry Hill House has been diminished 
by extensive alteration. 

A commemorative sign planted in front of the property explains its association 
with the Douglas family and Civil War events. 

#9 -- Bibliographical References 

Green, Fletcher M., ed., Ferry Hill Plantation Journal, Chapel Hill: U.N.C. 
Press, 1961. 

Scharf, Thomas J., History of Western Maryland, Baltimore: Regional Publishing 
Co., 1968. 

Williams, T.J.C., History of Washington County, Hagerstown, Md.: Mail Publishing 
Co., 1906. 
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l. 5TATE M.aryland 
couNTY Washington 
TOWN 1 urner, s i.>J&f 1NI TY 

STREET NO. ,1d 'l.i . t 'l 
.. , .,.. d 1· ot.- ,r~c 

0R1G1NAL owNER BJack Ford 
ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNERf.ucd. V\J · f\.lv~C}.._ 

hiver 

PRESENT usE i~eat111uran't t! cockt,li I l 
WA LL CON s TRUC TION Gr i ck 
NO. OF STORIES ;.t{& 

Lv }- - It·- 3 5 
HISTORIC AMERICAH BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVE~HORY , .. a ,.. 

2
· NAME Ferl Hi I J i\lace .-

..] k.c le' o's ~a.f.:-~ 
DATE OR PE IOD ISIJ 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 

2 11.for•r• on front 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 

5 buys wide 
du.1rway 

l" sha1wd 
hip roof 
in process c)f be i n:.1 Jeatroycd oy owners 
large porch on front 

4 i nt;1.·w i ur chimneys 
concre~e block coekt~il loun~ on rvur 
re0r -.ing has 2 story porch partially cnclostid 
Sa;!hJ I j -••.U c I apboard I~ story add it i on on ext rtHMS rear 

J)oU-1~ Pt-u.. 
~·, ~~<;() M•. ~ff~ 

,~ ~;. 2 t,,, '+-. 2.o if-

( 
p l"ttu.l 2-

~~ 71 
-~PHYSICAL taNDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior 

21. Ferry Hill oreBlackford's Plantafion, high on the 

banks of the Potomac opposite Shepherdstown, was the 

home of Henry Kyd Douglas, General under Stonewall 

Jackson. ~~~ 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optio.,al) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

J _ };, >&- 10 C ,...Ya. c-Y, #...&Llj 

Ct-f "1-:Jr~() j 2. 
7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 
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