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This log and timber frame house is of unknown
date., It is located on a bluff with a commanding
view of the Potomac River and prevides an example
of an important vernacular house type.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This log house is located on a rocky bluff above the Potomac River at Taylor's Landing or
Mercerville, south of Fairplay in Washington County, Maryland. It is reached by a private
lane which extends in a westerly direction from Remsburg Road., The house is situated on
sloping ground and stands on a north-south axis with entrances in the east and west eleva-
tions,

The building is a one and a half story, five bay log and timber frame house on stone founda="
tions which become almost a full story in height at the north and west elevations., The three
northern bays are of log construction and the two southern bays are a frame addition, The
entire surface of the building is sheathed with board and batten siding.

w1ndows.have narrow frames with six over six sashes, Entrances are located in the second
and fourth bays of the south end of the east elevation and in the third bay from the south
end of the west wall, The doors have no transoms,

The roof is sheathed with corrugated sheet metal and a small brick chimney extends from the
interior at the point where the log and frame sections join,

The inside of the house at the first floor level is divided into two rooms, one in the log
section and the other consisting of the frame addition, In the log section the interior
surface of the walls has been exposed revealing hewn logs with the spaces between them filled
with wood chips and cement. Doors in the east and west walls of the log section are of hand
planed board and batten fastened with wrought nails., The west door has wrought strap hinges
while the east door has hinges with round wrought flanges. The door also has a wooden slide
bolt, The placement of the hinges on the door has changed. Hewm joists for the second floor
are exposed. -
The house appears to be in excellent condition and stands on a parcel containing slightly
more than 11 acres,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This log and timber frame house is of unknown date. It is located on a bluff with a commanding
view of the Potomac River and provides an example of an important vernacular house type., The
pair of batten doors in the log section with their wrought hinges are characteristic of the
late 18th or early 19th century, It appears to have been part of a sizable property consisting
of -almost 200 acres belonging to William P, Remsburg and then to his son, Charles E., Remsburg
fi 1866 to 1893, (IN19/437, 100/99). It was then in the Thomas family from 1893 to 1922, -
being purchased by Thomas F. Miller., It remained in the Miller family until 1946. (100/315,
161/667, 192/306, 235/401). The portion of land on which this house stands appears to be part
of that which William Ullum sold to William P, Remsburg in 1866.
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