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ABSTRACT 
llA-II-109 19th Century 
MacMahon's Nill, Charles Mill 
Downsville Vicinity 
private 

The Charles Mill complex derives its name from 
the family who owned it earlier in this century. The 
ma.in structure is a large frame grist mill with a gambrel 
roof. A stuccoed house stands nearby. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

MacMa.hon's Mill• Charles Mill 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cedar Grove, Charles Mill Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Cedar Grove x VICINITY OF Downsville 6 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAss1FICA TION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

X.BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC )L_OCCUPIED 

_l!f,RIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS )L_ YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

William B. MacHahon 
STREET & NUMBER 

2929 Foulkner Place 
CITY. TOWN 

Kensington - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. ·i:-rashington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Hest Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Washington 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE; _MUSEUM 

X.coMMERCIAL _PA~K 
-EDUCATIONAL KPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21834 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 21740 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

- -~--- -----



II DESCRIPTION 

XEXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED:> 50% 

, .. -~ _.......,, 
/•'i' :.,.L- '\ J 

i c I 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'ntis grist mill and house complex is located on the Potomac River at the end of Cedar Grove 
Road at the settlement of Cedar·Grove where Downey Run enters the Potomac Rj,ver south of 
Downsville in llashington County, Maryland. 

'nte mill is a large gambrel roofed frame structure which has been made into a marina and 
snack bar. 'nte mill stands at the edge of the C & 0 Canal and faces east. It is a weather­
boarded building resting on high stone foundations.· Against its south wall is a large metal 
overshot wheel. 'nte mill is four stories in height, its upper two levels being within the 
span of the roof. Older windows have six over six pane sashes trinmed with early 20th century 
style architraves. 

Northwest of the mill is the pond and dam and behind them is a house. 'ntis structure is a 
two story, three bay stucco sheathed building resting on low stone foundations. Its windows 
have six over six pane double hung sashes held within narrow frames and pairs of shutters with 
non-movable louvers. A modern brick exterior chinmey is located against the south end wall. 

'nte buildings are in excellent condition but have been substantially altered. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-U SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

- 1 6()0-1 699 

_1700-1799 

:it_ 1 800-1899 

_1900. 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

KAGRICULTURI; 

!_.RCHITECTURE 

--ART 

XcoMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

_SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

(J/i--JL - IC f 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Charles Mill complex derives its name from the family who owned it earlier in this century. 
The main structure is a large frame grist mill with a gambrel roof. A stuccoed house stands 
nearby. The outward appearance of both-structures show architectural detail from the early 
20th century. It seems likely, however, that a mill was located on this site prior to this 
time. A mill is designated at this location on an 1803 Hap of Washington County drawn by 
Ch~les Varle'. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IJ!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ 1_2_._8_4_a_cr_e_s 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 Hest Uashington Street 
- CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 

February 1978 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STATE 

Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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