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Ritchie-Adams-Hillenbrand Farm 
Sharpsburg Vicinity 
private 

'Ill.is farm complex includes a two story three 
bay stone house which has architectural characteris­
tics which associate it with the second quarter of 
the 19th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tiiis stone farmhouse is located at the end of a long private lane which extends in a ~Testerly 
direction from Harpers Ferry Road, south of Sharpsburg in Washington County, Maryland. It is 
situated on a high bluff overlooking the Potomac River and faces southwest. It is a t~ stor~ 
three bay stone dwelling with a one and a half story stone wing extending to the rear. Tiie 
house is built of roughly coursed local limestone. Large flat stones are present as lintels 
above the windows of the front elevation. 

Windows have 
hung sashes. 
south corner 
with a small 

narrow frames which appear to be replacements and hold six over six pane double 
Tiie main entrance is located in the end bay of the front elevation toward the 

of the house. Tiie door which is hung below a transom has a modern architrave 
pedimented hood. 

The roof extends beyond the end walls of the house and a brick chinmey is located inside the 
northwest end wall. 

A frame bank barn is located behind the house. An 1879 plat for this farm showed ~"° oth 
dwellings near this house. Tiie property contains 103 acres. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This farm complex includes a two story three bay stone house which has architectural charac­
teristics which associate it with the second quarter of the 19th century. The farm was part 
of a large tract of land which was the object of an equity court case in 1879, in which the 
Reverend John Alexander Adams who owned the farm-between 1856 and 1879 was accused of having 
obtained the property fraudulently from his wife, Mary Anna. She was the widow of Archibald 
Ritchie by whose will she acquired a sizable amount of real estate. Archibald Ritchie died 
; - ·~t 1828. Mary Anna married John Adams in 1832. In 1856 Adams acquired sole possession 
,,. the severa1. farms through two transactions. In 1802 Richard and Alexander Henderson had 
sol~ a portion of this land to John Ritchie. (0/371). Presumably it was eventually trans• 
ferred to Archibald Ritchie. The property contained parts of the land grants, ''Little I 
Thought It," "Piles Delight" and "Addition· to Antietam Bottom." See Chancery Records 21/590 
-and deeds NN/528, 109/557, 114/235, 152/41, 208/645, 247/325. 

This farm was purchased by the present owner in 1961. 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 103 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE • COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORMPREPAREDBY. 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Hashington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 West ~Jashington Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

I"iagerstown 

DATE 

February 1978 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STATE 

Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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