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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This culvert on Manor Church Road spans a small run near its
junction with the Antietam Creek in Washington County. The culvert,
one of several which remain in WashingtonCounty, is a stone-arched
structure constructed of coursed native limestone. Its single

horseshoe arch is lined with carefully cut radiating blocks.

The bridge walls are concave, terminating with stone extensions
The walls are topped with concrete. Contrasting with

the masonry work in the bridge structure are the abutments consisting

The bridge shows evidence of repointing and possibly other revisions
The culvert is not dated and no records have been
discovered to reveal when or by whom it was built. The structure

appears to be in good to excellent condition.

Nearby is an iron bridge typical of the late 19th century which

carries Manor Church Road across the Antietam Creek.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This culvert on Manor Church Road is significant for its architecture
as an example of the engineering abilities of the county's bridge
builders and for its contribution to tramsportation in the county.

Less numerous than the larger stone bridges in the county (excepting
the many culverts under the C&0 Canal) stone culverts are not easily
seen by the casual observer. It would appear that a number of small
stone structures have been replaced by concreteor iron bridges. Archi-
tecturally, the culverts are part of a late 18th and early 19th century
trend of building with stone. Most of the county's stone bridges were
built between 1820 and 1850. Such bridges seem to have been numerous
in the lower Cumberland Valley.

This culvert, like other stome bridges which accommodate traffic of
a much greater volune and weight than they were designed to carry, is
a monument to the engineering skill of the builders. The culvert is

also important for facilitating transportation in the county.
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Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, "Bridges: Our Legacy in Stone,"
exhibition catalog, August-September, 1965
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Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey March, 1975
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