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ABSTRACT 
'WA-II-142 
Adams-Paulsgrove Farm 
Beaver Creek Vicinity 
private 

19th Century 

This farm complex consisting of a limestone 
house, a frame bank barn, a log kitchen and other 
outbuildings is primarily significant for the re
gional architectural characteristics it displays. 
As a "10rking farm which has been productive for a 
number of years, it is also important for its con
tribution to the practice of agriculture in Wash
ington County. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This farm complex is located west of Beaver Creek Road and east of U.S. Route 40, 
southeast of Hagerstown near Beaver Creek in Washington County, Maryland. The house 
and barn are situated on a slight slope, facing east. 

The dwelling is a two story, six bay structure built of roughly coursed local limestones. 
Between the second and third bays from the west end of the house is a vertical seam in 
the masonry which suggests that the two western bays were added to the main structure. _ 
Modified keystones are present above many of the window and door openings. ~7indows have 
moderately wide frames secured with wooden pegs and finished with a bead at the inside 
edge. Two over two light sashes are flanked with louvered shutters. 

The main entrance is located in the second bay from the east end of the front elevation. 
It is framed similarly to the windows and includes a transom. Another entrance appears 
in the second bay from the west end of the front wall. Both doors are sheltered by a 
one story, four bay porch supported by chamfered square posts trinmed with curved brac
kets and small pendants. The porch is reached by a flight of steps and is partially 
enclosed with a scroll cut balustrade. 

Brick flues are located inside each gable end and at the apparently original west end 
wall of the main section. The roof is sheathed with sheet metal and terminates with 
beaded barge boards set directly against the end walls. The eaves boxing is trimmed 
with several courses of cornice molding. 

West of the house is a frame bank barn. Between the house and barn is a small log 
outbuilding or summer kitchen with a large exterior stone flue topped with brick at 
its south end. Other small outbuildings are located nearby. 

The structures are in good to excellent condition and are situated on a tract con
taining 45.50 acres. Although the building date of this house is not known, the owner 
reports that the name Adams and a date from the 1850's were penciled in mortar beside 
the front entrance. The mortar has since fallen away. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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. This farm complex consisting of a limestone house, a frame bank barn, a log kitchen 
and other outbuildings is primarily significant for the regional architectural 
characteristics it displays. As a working farm which has been productive for a number 
of years, it is also important for its contribution to the practice of agriculture 
in Washington County. 

Although a date from the 1850's is said to have been found written on the masonry near 
the main entrance, the appearance of the house would suggest a building date prior to 
that time, perhaps during the second quarter of the 19th century. Features such as 
pegged window frames were not used extensively in this area after the first third of 
the 19th century. Although the seam in the masonry suggests that the western two bays 

......_of the house are an addition, the exterior woodwork and masonry is essentially consis
:ent at both sections. The main or original portion of the house has four openings at 
the front elevation with an off center front door. Houses following this plan are a 
prominent type in northern Maryland and southern Pennsylvania. 

Land records for this farm can be traced back to 1851 when it contained slightly more 
than 67 acres. On June 6, Joel Newcomer and Sarah Newcomer, David Schlosser and 
Magdalene Schlosser, Jacob Funk and Caroline Funk, Elizabeth Adams, George S. Adams 
and Amy Adams, and Jacob R. Adams sold this farm to Henry Adams for $3,753.75. (IN6/507). 
The farm remained in the Adams far.iily until May 16, 1914 when John Q. Adams sold it to 
Samuel C. Kaylor for $10,000. (102/462, 144/323). It was purchased by George Albert 
McKee on March 13, 1920. (157/249). It was conveyed to the present owner in 1965 
(228/539, 250/573, 427/10). 

The property includes part of the grant "John's Lot." 
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Washington County Land Record. 
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IJ!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 45 .so acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 

July 1976 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STATE 

Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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