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Sharpsburg Vicinity 
private 

Early 19th Century 

'l'hia houae i• an example of an early log 
dwelling which baa been maintained with relatively 
few alterationa. It appear• to rellain old aiding 
and a conaiderable amount of it• interior fabric. 



Copy II 

MARYLAND HISTORIC.1\L TRUST 

WA-II-157 
District 1 
Map 71 
Parcel 96 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES 
MAGI I 2207545204 

SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Middlekauff-Gower Boaae 

flLOCATION -
STREET & NUMBER 

- Taylor'• Landing 
CITY. rowN 

STATE 0 

Marylaacl-

X VICINITY OF Sharpaburg 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6 
COUNTY 

Waahington 

,. ~·~ D CLASSIF! CA TI ON 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XoccuP1E~ 
1-BUILDING(S) -- X_PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

., _STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS . -
--_f _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

-~ .XNO 

NAME 

Sylveater J. Gower 
STREET & NUMBER 

Baute I 1 
CITY. TOWN ; c 

Sharpaburg _ VICINITY OF 

-,llLOCATION QF·LEGAL D~SCRIPTl_ON 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Waahington County Court Boaae 
STREET & NUMBER 

Wut waah1ngton Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Rllaeratovn 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

PRESENT USE _ 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ f'ARK . 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESlqENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIF~C 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone ~-i ! 

STAT~ I zip. code 
M.trilancl 2178f 

_ Liber # : 226 
Folio #': ~53 

STATE ·-
Maqland 21740 

_,FEDERAL -5TATE __ COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 
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CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'lhia house is located on the eouth si•e of Taylor's Landing load at the C & O Canal and the 
Potomac River at Mandell or Taylor's :r.Mtna. nortlnreat of Sbarpa~g. ia'W .. hington County. 
Maryland. It ta aituated on a hillaide and face• weat overlooking the river an4 caaal. 'lhe 
dwelling ta a one and a half atory. five bay woodm building of log conatruction sheathed with 
random width weatherboarding. Uncler the main roof span for the entire length of the house ia 
a deep overhanging porch. A one and a half story• four bay ell extencla to the r.ar. It• too. 
appears to be of log conatruction but •hon evidence of being an addition t• the main section. 

Vinclowa at the front elevation are paired on either aide of the main entraace. Those to its 
north are aet more cloaely together than the window• south of the door. 'lhe window fraaea 
are quite wide and finished with quartar roancl •l•ed tria. At the main atory level. they 
hold nine over aix pane double hung aaahea. 'lhe front winclon luwe pair• of louvered almt• 
tara. A late 19th or early 20th cmtury pbetograph of the houae ahowa that the aain atory 
window which ia pru•tly in the north end wall waa not there whm the photograph wa 11&cle. 
A pair of dormer windowa extencla froll the weat alope of the roof. 'ftley have chaaged some­
what from their appearance when the earlier photograph waa taken. 'Dae do~ now have p1-tin 
gable roofs while at one .tiae they had atepped parapet gablea. Six over aix pane •••he• t 
used in theae vindon. MDdem double window gabled clonlera have been inatalled in the aowth 
and eaat roof alopea at the rear of the houae. 

'!be main entrance i• located ia the central bay of the front elevation. Ita lintel ia ae9aral 
inche• higher than thoae of the window•. A tran80m ia pruent alMwe a aix panel ~. In 
the north elevation of the wing ia an entrance which haa a -11 ahei roof.t porch. In ~e 
old photograph this porch had a flatter roof with a maaaive Greek a.rival entablature aDCl •• 
supported by heavy aqaare pillara. Other entrance• are.located in the eouth elevation ef the 
ell. 

The roof 1• covarecl vith modern aaphalt ahinglea while woocl ahinglea appear to hne been the 
roof covering in the old photograph. 'lbe preaent ovaera have installed a brtclt exterior chim• 
ney against the north end wall. Another exterior eh1lmey of atone and brick i• located 
agaiut the aouth end wll. Other chimleya ef brick are preaent inside the encl wall of the 
ell and at ita intarior. 

The inside of the bouae clisplaya coabined late 18th ft early 19th century and aid 19th century 
feature•• such aa early doora with aix raiaecl panela arul ovolo tria in the front aection and 
doors with aix low relief panels vith 19th century carpenter type locb in the back part. 
'lbese locka are inacrlbed J. ll. Walker aDCl have V. R.. insignia on· the keepers. 

Behind the house ia a atone smoke houae with a steeply pitched hipped roof. 

Accorcling C2o the old photographs. the area along the edge of the canal which ia now part of 
Taylor's Landing Road paralleling the canal was apparently uaecl aa a garden. A pump waa ·-.... 
catecl in the corner of the let where Taylor's Lanling load ended at the canal. 

'l'he property contains 2.5 acre•• part of ''Resurvey on Sprigg'• Delight" and ''Long Sought." 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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-II SIGNiFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 
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_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

Ji_ 1 700-1 799 

~1800-1899 
-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTUR~ 

XARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

!COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY lLTRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thi• houae i• an example of an eu:ly log dwelling which baa been .. intainecl with relatively 
fflfll alterations. It appear• to retain old •iding_ancl a conaiderable •ount of its interior 
fabric. An· taportant ruource with this llouae waa a group of old photographs, apparently 
elating from the late 19th or early 20th century. 

~s for thi• hou•e va:e trace4 back to 1837 when Daniel Middlekauff sold to 'l'homae Harris 
1( :res of land at $120 per acre, a relatively high price. (TT/71). the property ha• changed 
~in numerous transaction• since that date. See the following deed•: IR6/526, IN6/527, 
IN12/352, IN14/138, WMcll2/236, 77/254, 119/33~, 119/334, 121/669, 134/46, 158/611, 163/302, 
181/543. Possibly the Henry s. Eavey fmnily vbo ownecl the property betweel 1878 and 1904 
wer·e reaponaible for the photograp~ 
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Washington County Land R.ecorcls. 
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IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2.5 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE • _COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey. Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Vaahington County H1atorical Sitea Survey rehruary 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

County Office Bui~ding, 33 Wut Waahingtoa Street 791-3065 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hagerstown 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was of'ficial·ly created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code Gf Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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SHEPHERDSTOWN QUADRANGLE 
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