
ABSTRACT 
WA- II-161 
''Eye Trap " 
Boonsbor o Vicinity 
Private 

18th Century 

Thiq two story> four bay lime stone farmhnuqe 
is primarily significant aq an example of WaAhine ton 
Co1mty ' s 18th century dol"lf"!ltic vernacular architec
ture. Apparently built during the later part of the 
lRth century, the houAe retain~ a ~ajor portion of its 
original interior woodwork. Constructed over the four 
bay, off center front door plan it is representative 
nf a major architectural 81"011p in the area, which may 
have its originA in Germanic building traditionA . 

~embers of the Smith family with whom this prop
erty was associated durtne much of the 18th century were 
active partic ipants in the American Revolution. 
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COo.IMONt 

''EyP Trap" 
- -

"NDIOl't HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
.. 

.'\-. ',. ,, ' 
., ., 

tTl'tttCT "N~ NUMllltl't1 

'-fanor Chm:ch Road, East of Pnffenber~er Road 
CITY OR TOWN• 

'Roonahoro Vicinitv -
STA TC - I COUNTY• 

Marvland Washinoton 
13. CLAS5fFICATtOH 

.. ... . c':::' y ~ •> 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Cit.cir: One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Dlatrlct lgC Building 0 Pub lie Publlc Acqulaltlon: ~ Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure ~ PtlYOle 0 In Proc••• 0 Unoccuplecl 0 RHtrlctecl 

0 Obfect 0 Both O Being Conalderecl 0 PreHrvotlon wotlc 0 UntHtrlctecl 

In progr••• to No 

Pl'tCtttNT use (C/leclc On• or /lfore ••Appropriate) 

lit) Agrlcuhurol 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Tronsportotlon 0 Co1110,,.nta 

0 Co•11rnerclol ·O Industrial ~ Privet• RHldence 0 Other (Specl,,.) 

0 Educotlonol 0 Mllltory 0 Religious 

0 Entertolnment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f 4. OWNER OF PROPE•TY . ··'"· < , .. ' ·- . 
OWNl[l't SN AME: 

T.awrence A. Jones, M.D . 
ITl'tltllT AND NUMBEl't1 

Rout-e /1 1, Box 378A 
CITY OR TOWN: IST ... TE• 

121713 Bnonqboro Maryland 
l5. LOCiTIONOfLECAL DESCRIPTION 

.•. 
'·1 ~~ ~,1 ' " 

COUl'ITHOUSE, Rt:GISTl'IY 01'° Ol:ttOS, ETC: 

Waqhin~ton Countv Court House 
STl'tt:ltT AND NUMBER! 

West Washf n2ton Street 
CITY Ol't TOWN: 

!STAT£ 

I Ra~er.,town Marv land 21740 
Title Reference of Cn.rrent n.::>.::>n (Bnnle & Pa . ) . «l3Q/596 

14, RlltftfWNTAt'IOH IN EXlltlNO JUllVEY5 ,. , .t •,j \. '~~ ~;+ ~· .!;". !• 

TITl.tt 01'° SUl'tVl[Y; 

~aryland Historical Trust Survey 12044 
DA Tit 0,. SUl'IVE:Y; <;IP""" ~T 1Q67 0 F..terol i) Stote 0 County 0 Locol 
t>llPOllTO"Y FOl't 8Ul'tVttY l'tttCOl'tDts 

Marvl:'lnd Hint:nrirAl "l'rn~t 
tTl'tll'ttT ANO NUMBll"; 

21 St.At.- r.irr1 P 

CITY O" TOWN• rTATE:: 

/ 21404 Annapolis l.f.aryland 

PS - 708 



(Chec:ll One) 

0 Good 0 Fair IXJ Excellent 
CONDITION 

(5i3 Altered < 50'7, 0 Uncli.red 

(Ch•cll On•) 

0 De'-rlorate d 0 Ruin• 0 ·Unexpoaed 

(Ch•dr One) 

0 MoYed (]!! Orlglnol Si'9 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAi.. (It lcno"'n) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

This houqe is located qouth of Manor Church Road east of Poffenberger Road 
in the vicinity of Keedysville in Washington County~ Marvtand. It is sit
uated on gently rolling land beside a small eprfng run and faces south. 

The structure is a two story, four bay fieldstone dwel 1 ing constructed of 
roughly coursed local limestone Because of the sloping ground nn which 
the house is built, its cellar is above ground level at the east elevation 
A small nne story, one bay structure also of fieldstone, except at its end 
walt which is weatherboarded, is attached to the west gable end of the 
house. A one story leanto addition of frame construction is located a~ the 
north elevation. Decorative work associated with the maRont:'y walls include. 
roughly cut but pronounced keystones over the openingR in ~hP front and aid 
elevations. The key~tones are flan~ed with larger dressed stones to form 
flat arches. 

Windows at the east end of the front elevation are grouped closely while 
openings toward the weqt end are spaced further apart. Very wide wooden 
frames joined with pegs and trinmed with quarter round molding hold mndern 
six over six pane saqheA at al1 elevations. Pairs of modern gabte roofed 
dormers have been added to the roof at the north and south elevations. 
Hi.nee pins set in several window frames s11ggest that shutters were present 
at one time. 

The main entrance is located in the qecond bay from the west end of the 
house The door frame aopears to be a replacemPnt of the original. It is 
narrow, hol ding double doors with glaqs panes. Above the doors h a brnad 
transom. A one bay shPd rnofed pnrch shelters t:he entrance. Other en
trances are located in the east elevation at the ground or cellar level and 
at the rear or north elevation 

The roof is covered with modern wooden qhineles and terniinates with a plain 
barge b0ard set directlv against the end walls The eaveg are finishPd 
with simole boxing under which is a COut"CJe nf moldine. Ar u011sually la-rge 
CJtone c~iT"ney is located i11side thP weCJt 3able end. Tn~ide the east gable 
end is a smaller chimnPy, alRo of stone Both ~~ve decora~ive qto~e cnrbels 
at tlieir tops 

'J'he interior t)f thP hnttse is bi.,ected by a stair ha11 r11nning perpendfc11lar 
to the front and rear wall e. 'T'wo ronme are lncated on each side of the hall. 
In tl\e A01Jtheast a.,d 11orthweAf- r"'::> n are diagonal fireplaces with sirrple 
pane1ed chimney pfeceq . Fireolaces parallel to the end walls of the houge 
are l ocated in the qnutheast and 11or~hwest ro q• T he '"'orthwest" T""''m is 
a larze service fir4!!llace Interior doors ave qf~ raiqed panels. Sever.al 
are a~t-ach""d to their fraMP<:i wi.th 1 O"~ str.ap lifngPs . 

'T'!-.e cellar is partially finiqhed and haq a laree sPrvicP fireplace in its 
eac:it wall. R~"tine nn the ~oists which "''~port- t-he firqt flo"r fq a th"'cv 
1ayer nf ~ortar u~on hrnad planks. 'T'he date 17Q2 is inqcribed in the plaR
ter ~n t-he east wal "f t-he ha~~ent. 

!cont-:f nued) 
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PERIOD (Chee.It One or More•• Approi-late) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Centvry 

D 15th c.ntury D 17th Century 

~ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

SPECl .. IC DAT EIS) (11 Apptlc.•ble and ICnowiV 17Y~ Wri~ten in Cellar. 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Che clt One or More •• Approprlare) 

Abor lglnal D Education D Politlccil 0 Urban Plonnlng 

0 p,.hl atorlc 0 EnginHrlng 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

O Hlatarlc 0 lncluatry la1ophy 

0 Agrlcultv,. 0 Invention 0 Science 

Gil Archl .. cture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

D Art Archl .. ctUN 0 Socio I/ Human· 

D COftlmerce 0 Literature it orion 

D Communications 0 Miiitary 0 Theate r 
O ConHrYetlon O Music 0 T ronsportot ion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This hn11sp is 'l1:!"1ficant f'nr its architecture and for its associat1on 
wit'i !'rnminent early fami1 ies in Wae'if.neton Cl")unty. 

Tl-ie ~tr11ct11re h P"'Ssihly one of the ol deRt dwell ingi:: eY.tan~ in r-he l'~n--r 
Crurc~ r,..ad vicinity. Constructed of ~tone in thP f"'ur bay nff cpnter 
frnnt door pl an, this hoHse is reprpsentati•1e of a mAjor architect•rral 
grou!' in th~ Ct"'1ber1 and Valley and Western Maryl and. Tl'lts t}'!'>e of struc
ture appears mnst freq•1ently in areaR where Pennqylvarf.a f'erman inf111ence 
wa~ strong The house has several feat•tt"eR which tend to ~ungest that it 
wa~ built during the late lAth century A~ong these charactet:'isticq are 
"assive wide Degged window frames, the use o f relatively '"1'1all qtonPct fnr 
wall construction and the presence of diagonal fireplaces. 'rhe type of 
interior woodwork and t--trdware evident throughout the houi:ie also Rue~ests 
18th century construction. The 17!l2 date inc;cribed in the cellar could he 
the year that the homie was built The appearance of the hC'\use sug3ests a 
date between 1780 and 1800 . 

The farm on which thiq hoosP is located includes parts of the tract<>, ' 'Re
survey On C('ntentlT'ent" and "Eye '!'rap". In 1794 Isaac Jfer"lhey purchaqed 
560 acres nf ''Eye 'T'rap" from Thomas Smith for ~'3000. In several transac
tiC'\OR between 1755 and 177Q Thomas Smith p11rchased approximately 434 acres 
of land from JamPs S<'nith who was preqtm"ably his fat-her. The land included 
portinno of ''Three ~rings", "Addition To Three Springs" , ' 'Resurvey On 
Three <;prines", ' 'Resurvey On Addition To Three Springs " and " Spring Hill. " 1 
Portions of this land may be that which ve~resurveyed for Thomas Snith in 
17R4 under the name ''!'rue Eqtablishment", a t-ract containing 470 3/4 acres 
(land patent bnnk 1 1 folio 223, 437). True E~tabltshment was resur.veyed 
again for 'J'}io~AR S:nith for the purpoRe of correct-ing errors in the initial 
survey and to add vacant land. The resurveyed property ~ew to 511 1/4 
acres and was rpnaT"ed ' 'Eye Trap". In 1794 Thomas ~Hh and hif'J family 
moved to Bourbnn County Kentuc'lry1 selling the property to Isaac ~erqhpy, 
The land remained in the ~ersh~y family until 1835 when Cl\ristian Hershey 'f 
estate was sold to Joseph and Elizabeth Hershey Emmert . ThP property was 
held by the El"'mert family throtigh mucl\ of the remainder of the l Clt'1 centurJ 
In his vtll, "ade Tune 6, lP11, Jqaac ~eTRhey ~entions two dwellings on hi: 
property, one is deRcri bed as the '\10ode11 house adj nining the stone one", 
elsewhere referred to aR the "old buildin~s. " T"aac l!ershey also refers t<' 

his ' 'rresent mansion hnuse", offering his wife URe of one room downstairs 
and one room upstairs and " the whnle of t'1e addition built thereto." It 
is not known whether the struct11res nent-ioned in the will represent any 

(continued) 
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Washin3ton County and Records. 

Washin!ton County Proba~e Recordo. 

Washineton County Paten .. RPcords. 

Wi liaMA, Tho::ias .c .• 
lla:!e!:!=:tOwn, Md: 

lO. Ct:OCRAPHICAk OJ.TA 

'in tor:· Of TJa nhin:;ton Count-v. Hd. 
Pb ishinz Co., iqn6 

L.ATITUOE AND L.ON<OITUDE COORDINATE• L.ATITUDE ANP L.ONOITUOE COORDIN .. TES 
DltirtNING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEirlNING THE CENTER POINT Oir A PROPERTY 

·-.~~~~~~~~~...--~~~~~~~~~R1--~~~~~-o_ir~1.._Es~s_T_H_ATN__;T~E~N;,..;.;.A~C~R~E~•~--~~~-1 
CORNER L.ATITUDE l..ONOITUDlt t. ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE 

Oegreea Mlnutea Sec:onda Degrees Mlnu tea S.c:onda Oe91eea Minutea S.c:onda Oegreea Minutes S.conda 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

0 0 

APPRO)(IMATE ACREAGlt OF NOMINATED PROPERTY1 53. 65 acre11. 

Acreage Justification: 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N,AME .. ND TITL.E 

P;t·..il a Stnner Dickey J Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

WRqh"f"l:;t"" c_., ty Historical Sites Su!"'VE'~ 
STREET AND NUM8ER: 

Cn•~t 1! ... us~ Anni:>x 
CITY OR TOWN1 

'!,1~prqt-nwn 

ITATE 

'l'lr land 
12. 

' state Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl ) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State 0 Local 0 
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WA- II-161 
# 7 (continued) 

"!'he house ie in excellent condition and stands on a tract containin3 
53.65 acreq. Also nn the proper~y is a lareP qtone e_"d ban~ barn. 
Southwest nf the house, near Pnffenherzer Road, ie the sfte of a 
private cemetery where me~berq of the Hershey family are interred. 



WA-11-161 
I 8 {continued) 

The S-,ith fcily, 18th ceI"tnry "wnerci of this rt:operty, were prominent 
early reciidents of the area. Thomaq S!:li~h. Yho sold this property to 
lAaac ~ershe!, was active in the American ~evolution. He died in 1803/4 
in '<entocl--y. 

1 ThO"'laR J.C. WilliamR, !listory Of Washim>;ton County. Vol. 2 
!la3erAtown 1 Md; ~ail Puhlishin!! Co. (1906) r• 1303. 

2 lli_g_. 



WA-Il-161 . . ' 

Liber Folio 
~ 539/596 

Liber Folio 
491/617 

Liber Folio 
175/185 

Liber Polio 
105/583 

.1..:l ber Folio 
:m/382 

Liber Folio 
RH/330 

Will 
Liber Folio 

B/241 

Tiber Folin 
H/922 

I iber Fol in 
R/203 

DEED RECORDS 

April 7, 1972 
Grantors: Richard K. Hershey & Jane L. Hershey 
Grantees: Lawrence A. Jones & Elizabeth M. Jones 

53.65 acres. 

June 30, 1969 
Grantors~ Deloris Myers Smith, et al 
Grantees: Richard K. ~ershey & Jane L. Hershey 

65.13 acres. 

August 24, 1926 
Grantor· Omer 'T'. Kaylor, Trustee 
Grantee: Howard C. Myers 

(one half interest) $4750. 
134 acres, 2 ronds, 5 perches. 

November 2, 1896 
Grantor: Mary C. Miller 
Grantee: Joseph M. Rowland 

$2757.25 (one half interest) 
The property wag devised to Mary c. Miller as heir 
of Ann Emmert • 

November 18, 1835 
Crantors: David Claggett, Marmaduke Boyd and Issac Rowland, Commissioners. 
Grantees: Joseph D. Erranert & Elizabeth Hershey Emmert 

Thie transaction concerns the estate of Christian Hershey who died 
inte~tate, resulting in the divis ion of his estate into six parcels. 

April 6, 1825 
Grantor~ Isaac Hershey 
Grantee: Christian Hershey 

$5088. ''Eye Trap " 144.\ acres. 
The property was devised to Isaac Hershey under the will of Isaac 
Hershey decea sed. 

Will of I saac Hershey, Made June 6, 1811 
"I sive and bequeath unto my sons, David and Isaac ..• the rest and residue 
of my afore said ptant11tion containing about 292 acres to be divided 
between them ••• David to have the part with the old buildings which I 
appraise at h12 per acre ••. " ••. "It is to bf" understood that the stone 
houfie and barn nn the place divi~ed to my son David shall be appraised •• " 

Se~tember 30~ 1794 
Grantf\r: Thomas &nith 
Grantee: Isacc RPrshey 

"Ei3000 . "Eye 'l'r ap" 

Octoher 18~ 1779 
Grantor · Jame~ Smith 
Grantee: 'I'h.,..,maq Smith 

5"0 acreq. 

°J.\';0 2~9 acreq. 
"Sr>-rine l-JH 1," ''Resurvey On Three Sprin~c; . " 
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