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'ftda 19th c•tury log hou•e •tancl• on one of 
the -•t hi•torically significant area• of the Antie-
taa Battlefield. Scme contrcwer97 baa ari•m recently 
aa to whether th1• bu1ldiag might have been pruent 
duriag the Civil 'War Battle vhlch occurecl on Septemlter 
17, 1862. .Architecturally the house di•play• a rather 
ununal fora of log cont1truction coa•bting of vertical 
po•t• at each corner into which the wall log• are 1mr
ti•ed. 'l'he teDGD of each log i• •ecurecl with a large 
cut 1-il. 'l'he vertical post• are re1nforcecl with dia• 
gonal corner brace•. The age of the hou9e ia not kncMa 
bat -terial u•ecl in ita construction •• well •• interior 
woodwork suggest the posa1b1lity of a building date daring 
the latter part of the th1rcl quarter of the 19th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thia log houae ia located along ''Bloody Lane" near the observation tower on the Antietam 
National Battlefield in the vicinity of Sharpsburg, Maryland. It stands on an area of level 
ground and faces south. 

'l'he dwelling is a two atory, three bay log houae resting on stone and poured concrete founda
tions. 'l'he building has been sheathed with German sf.ding, which has been partially removed 
ao that substantial portions of the log construction are uposed. The wall logs at all ele-_ 
vations are mortised into corner posts reinforced with diagonal braces at the first and seeoncl 
story levels. The logs are liam on their aide surfaces and are chinked for the most part with 
sawn pieces of wood and daubed with mud and liae mortar with a lime coat surface. A saall 
frame lean to addition ia attached to the back of the house. 

Windows and doora are tr1-ed with early 20th century period flat topped architraves. Most 
windows. have two over two pane aashea. Entrances are located in the f~at and second bays of 
the front elevation. '11le more westerly door haa been boarded shut with plywood. Extending 
acroaa the entire front elevation is a porch supported with turned square poats. 

'11le roof is sheathed with corrugated sheet aetal and extends be)'Ond the end walls. Brick 
chilmeys are located inside the gables. The interior of the house diaplaya plain late 19th 
·and early· 20th century woodwork. One mantelpiece baa bweled panels characteristic of the 
third quarter of the 19th century. 

There are no outbuildings associated with the house. It ia in deteriorated condition. 

) . 
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'l'his 19th century log houM stands on one of the .,at historically 1ignificant areas of the 
Antiet- Battlefield. Some controversy bas arisen recently aa to whether this building might 
have been preamt during the Civil War Battle which occured on September 17, 1862. Architec
turally the house displays a rather unusual form of log construction conaisting of vertical 
posts at"each corn• :lnto which the wll logs are 110rtiaed. 'ftt.e tenon of each log is secured 
with a large eat: QR:ll. 'ftt.e vertical posts are reinforced with diagonal corner brapea. 'ftt.a 
age of the bouae is not known but -terial used in its construction as well as interior 'tlOOd
..,..k suggest the poss:lbility of a building date during the latter part of the third quarter 

the 19th century. 

Some of the most intense fighting claring the Battle of Antietaa occurecl along the sunken road 
which later came to be called Bloody t.ne. B:lstorians contend that if a house had been 
standing here during the Battle. it probably woulcl have been destroyed by the fighting. Botr
ever, descendants of the Ward f&ll:lly who owned and occupied the house during the latter part 
of the 19th century believe, based upon family traditions, that there waa a house on this 
location during the Battle. According to Washington County Land Recorda.·.Jaaea B. Ward ac
quired a property containing 4 acres and 13 perches froll Sam!lel Ii-. on March 23. 1873 for 
$400. (WMcJCK6/3). .Jaaea R. Ward's army discharge papers indicate that he was a atone mason 
and that he was s• 8%• tall with dark hair and coaplex:lon and grey eyes. 

It is believed by descendants of James H. Ward that he and his wife lived along Bloody Lane 
at the time of the Battle and that Mra. Ward took refuge :ln Sharpsburg durin8 the fighting 
returning to her house to find it heavily damaged. 

The present structure shows no evidence of battle damage although it is po88ible that its 
foundations and 80llle parts of its structure may have been salvaged from an earlier structure 
on the site • 

.A mortgage dated July 31. 1878 states that this property was at that tiae-itapEowed with a two 
story log house and other buildings. (77/122). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SUBJECT: 

•House•, located at 85 Bloody Lane, Sharpsburg, ~aryland. 21782. 

Writer 1• Arthur s. Ward 

Th1• is a documentation ot certain tacts supporte~ by re

cord.a and by eTents told to me, together with other material~· 

(l~tters, photograph• and sworn statements) that haTe been gath

ered by me !or the following purpose: 

The question concerning th1• house is: Was it.or any pm.rt 

of it •~anding at the present Bite before, during and imme~- . 

lately after the C1T11 War (1861-1865) and more especiall1, wal 
~ 

it or any part thereof, there during the Battle of Antietam 

(Sept. 1862?) It 18. my contention that the question and all or 
its part•, can be answered in the attirmat1Te. _The follow

ing being told to me by my Grandfather as well as my Pather, 

A\ll).t and Uncles and, not ~nee,_ but on many occassions includ

ing: family gatherings, story telling time and also argu.~•nt• 

when a certain point was not fully detailed. 

Jame• Henry Ward and his wife Susan (Str1ppy or Str1pp1e) 

Ward 11Ted at the aboTe addres• at the time (my Grandfather & 

GT&ndllother) in question and resided there many years after the / Th Ar .;;a-,t "'\. ~ ~ \o-4. w A r;:...J , v ~ s & o /l. w 
war.. The record ahowa (Exhibit #1)/\ in Washington Count1, l'ld. 

l.f.,.h.\.e tr ,, 3..) · 
on ~iay 25, 18J5 and married Su•an Stripp1 ·on the 12 or April 

186o. It 1• JB1 contention that_ the7 moTed to the aboTe add.res• 

in a house, and p roceeded to ha Te a tamil7. The Union Army 

d1acharge papera (Exhibit #2) of James H. Ward ahow that he wa• 

a Sergeant of Capt. Robert C. Bra,.i'ord, Tol' a Potomac Ho11e 

Brigade, enrolled 9-10-1861, serTed 3 years, discharged 10~25-1864 

-_ .. 
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Harper• Perry, Va, (born in Washington Co. ~d.) at 26 year• ot 

age and occupation of Stone Mason. James Henry was called Henr7 

by all who knew him. Some ot h1• relat1Tea referred to h1m as 

Hen and Uncle Hen. 

The tollow1~ account ha• been told to me, as well as to 

all my brothers, sister and cousins, and ma1 Tary in detail a

ccording to the teller or the story, but the substance remain• 

pretty much the same as the o~e told to Mrs. Bett1 Otto on.our 

f1r~t meeting 9-12-75. The aame story is recorded.on the back 

or a picture of the house and presented to her great nephew 

(now age 12) on Aug 28, 1972 by Mrs. Minnie Gilbert. 

The Story: During the b&ttle ot Antietam, m7 Grandmother 

was taken to a cellar b7 some soldiers, together with a tree 

slaTe woman, a small child and 1n1"a·nt. Her babies became 111 

with teTer and when the battle had subsided at one occassion, 

•he, being anxious to obtain pure water, proceeded back home 

1n order to get fresh water from her spring. Upon arr1Y1ng ~t 

her ~ane_ (Blood7 Lane) the dead la1 so thick and deep, she had 

to walk along the ridge where the fence was located. When she 

got home a great part of ths house had been destro7ed b7 heayY 

gunt"ire. LeaT1ng onl1 t~ livable room• and.the cellar for her· 

to take up 11T1ng q~rter•. In her kitchen were two dead 

soldiers which she and the free slaTe (as she went with her) 

buried in the garden at the back ot the house. E1 ther ~ 

during or shortl7 after the battle both babies died and ahe 

buried them ~ln the garden also. The7 were later remoTed tor 

a more decen:t bur14l. (my cousin affirms th1• •• be1Dg th• 

case). 

...., 
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WA-IL- lt3 
My Grandmother spent 2 years or more with the free slaTe, 1n 

these quarters. Upon my Grandfathers return he built onto theee 

remain• until he completed the pr~sent structure which is much 

the same &s stands now. There is an account.(E~iblt #3) or 

Mrs. Henry Ward being in the Kretzer cellar and haTing an in

fant child etc- (•Battle of ~ntietam•)(Publisher Oliver T. Reilly 

Copyright 1906 by R. c. Miller)which places Mrs Henry Ward in 

the Tic1n1ty of the 5boTe house at the time or the battle. It 

1• reasonable to assume she liTed 1n a house, the house being 

1n a place of danger, she was remoTed to the Kretzer cellar, left 

·there and returned to her house. It is my contention the house 

to which she returned 1s the house in question. Not all of it 

·but that p1i1rt t~t was lef't and usable for liTing quarters. 

The tollowing ia a list of the sons and daughter born to 

James H. Ward and Susan Strippy Ward, and all born in Sharpsburg, 

"d· as records show and all born in the hou~e in question. 

(~ibit #4) Edward Ellsworth Ward born 9-27-1866 

James Prank • " 3-19-1868 

Ulysses Sheridan • '' 7-16-1869 

ftolly Ward SteTenson 

Harry Markwood • 
JI 8-5-1871 · 

., 9-13-187'.3 

On too many occassions along with many Yi.sits to the "Old ward 

Home• haTe we ALl been told these tacts, not to belieye them now. 

The records or the Ward family go back to Ireland and Germany 

and •how they settled in what 1s now Washington Co. Md. and some 

records ~n be found 1n Freder1ck,Md._ preceed1ng the 18f.5 records 

at the Court House to g1Ye credence to this argument. 
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bF/f-J]:-· Jt3 
-- Sh a rpsburg Md. 1s shown either on the death certificate 

ot each, except J. ~rank ward, and his birthplace ls shown 

--

on h1s employment record as Sharpsburp,, Md. {N&:W R.R. Exhibit 115) 

The t•m1ly Bible records show Sharpsburg, ~d. on those that are available 

There are a number of photographs showing numerous Tis1ts 

I 

b7_the Ward !•m117, to the home(house) and letters showing 

UJ11' Of the allegations aboTe to be true. 

On the occ&ss1on or the ?5th anniTersary or the battle 

(Sept. 18, 1937) my Father, along with my Mother, my 'unt 

and two Uncles were guests of President Franklin D. RooseTelt, 

the speaker of the day, and sat on the a~akers pl~tform 

with him, his staff and surT1ving Vetrana or the Civil War. 

The aigiilf1gance of their being 1nT1 ted to this occasslon' 

which has always been my impression, was due to the fact 

that they were the surT1Tors of the Ward family whose 

Mother and Father were the inhabitants or the house du-

1ng the Battle of Jnt1etam. It this was not the re~son 

tor their being there then I am at a loss to eTen guess 

a• to why-they were there as his guests. All or my family 

as well as those cousins, who were the children of Edward 

E. Ward, affirr.t this to be the reason. 

wbile many more incidents and expriencea can be written 

here, they would only elongate, not enliF,hten the question. 

,/ With this documentation there accompanies letters, photo-

graphs and other material for examination. 

"1 personal conY1ctions are.written 1~ the aboTe doc-

umentat1on, and I am confirmed in the bel1et, that the re-

moval ef the house is to coMmlt historical 

.. .._, .. 
------·- -
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