
ABSTRACT 
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Enlllert-Wolfinger Parm 
Tilghmanton-Boonsboro Vicinity 
private 

1798-99 

The central chimney limestone house on this 
farm was most probably built by John Leonard Emmert 
in 1798-99. Constructed directly over a spring this 
house is primarily significant for the early Germanic 
building traditions it displays. 
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Emmert-Wolfinger Farm 

STREET ANO NUMBER• 

Manor Church lload 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Boonsboro-Til hmanton Vicinity 
STATE 

Mar land 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

fil Bui I ding 0 District 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

Iii Private 

0 Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or Montee Appreprfete) 

liJ Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Earl Wolfinger 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

lloute I 1 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Boonaboro 
'~ µQ¢~THlf ~ G~•1\;.PlJ~-t~T•9"· 

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

COUNTY• 

·OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Parle 

Private RHidence 

Religious 

Waahington County Court Bouae 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

West Wash! ton Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

TITLE OF SURYEY: 

Maryland Hiatorical Trust Survey I 2047 
DATE OF SURVEY: Sunaer 9 0 Federal (2 State 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROl1 

Maryland Historical Trust 

STATUS 

Ii) Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
0 Restricted 

0 Preservation wcwlc 0 UnrHtricted 

in progress CJ No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speclty) 

0 County 

0 Comments 

21740 

0 Local 

- • ITR T ANO NUMBER: 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Annapolis Maryland 21404 

PS- 709 



0 Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

Ii] Oeteri.,..ated 

WR-11> 11d.. 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexpaaed 
CONDITION 1--~~~~~--~----~~~~~-.~~~~~~-----~~~~~~--1 

(Check One) (Check One) 

!XI Altered C: 50'1 0 Uncltered 0 Maved Iii Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thia house is located west of Manor Church Road and several hundred feet 
west of the Manor Church east of Tilghm&Dton in 'Washington County, Mary­
land. It is situated near the base of a hill directly over a spring and 
faces south. 

The structure is a one and a half story atone dwelling constructed of 
coursed local limestone. A three bay one and a half story addition with 
a shed roof eatenda to the rear or north. The house is constructed into 
a steep bank so that the ground story is exposed on the east, south and 
north elevations • The addition extends from the roof peak of the aain 
section giving the dwelling the appearance of having two full stories at 
its west elevation. Careful masonry work employing relatively aaall atone 
is evident at the main section. Decorative work includes flat arches over 
all openings at the aain and ground story levels. SoMwbat leas coursing 
is evident in the stonework of the addition. Openings are, however, toppe 
with flat arches of carefully cut atone. The spring eaerges from the east 
wall of the main section. 

Openings are placed at randoa iuall walls except for the east elevation 
of the main section where acme a,_.try is evident. All windows have 
massive frames joined with wooden pegs and trimaed with quarter round 
aolding. Those at the aain story have nine Oftr six pane sashes while 
window& at the ground and upper story levels employ six over six light 
sashes. Window treataent at both sections of the house is consistent. 

The main entrance is located in the eaat bay of the front elevation. The 
door and door frame appear to have been replaced. It has a broad transom. 
A porch included under the main roof span extenda along the entire front 
elevation. At the west elevation are three entrances all with narrow 
frames which appear to have been replaced. Entrances at the ground level 
in the aouth and north elevations of the aain section appear to retain 
their original frames. 

The roof is covered with sheet •tal and terminates with plain barge boar 
set directly against the end walls. The eaves are finished with aiaple 
boxing. A large central flue of atone capped with brick extends from the 
interior of the aain section. A second large chimney of atone ia located 
inside the north end wall of the addition. 

Southwest of the hooae at the top of the bluff are the ruins of a large 
atone encl bank barn. The house is in deteriorated condition on a property 
containing 90 acres. 
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PERIOD (ChecJr One or More a• Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th C•ntury 

SPECIFIC OAT EIS> (ll Applicable -dlCnown) ea. 1798 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More a• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering lil 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
Xl Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 Aft Architecture 0 
0 c-merce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Militory 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ii! 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human· 

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

This house is significant far its architecture and for its association 
with the Emmert family, important early residents of the area who were 
instrumental in organizing the Manor Church • 

The property on which this house stands is part of a land grant called 
"Delemere" which was purchased by Leonard 8-ert from John Booth on June 
30, 1798 for i.2256:7:6. lllaert'a purchase included 410 acres. According 
to J. Maurice Henry in his Bistou of the Church of tbe Br:etheren in 
Maryland, John Leonard 8-ert waa the builder of this house on which he 
began construction in 1798 or99.l The house certainly appears to have 
been built as early aa 1798. It reflects early Gerllanic building tradi­
tion• in the use of the central chillney and possibly the practice of 
building directly over a spring. Thia house is outstanding as one of a 
small nmaber of 18th century dwellings in Washington County which employ 
central chilmey construction. All of these houae1 have been linked to 
people of Germanic descent who migrated to 'Washington County from South­
ern Pennsylvania. 

John Leonard Baaert was born in Berka County, Pennsylvania in 1744. He 
served in the Revolutionary Array from 1775-1777. He moved to Washington 
County in 1798 and died in 1804. Be is said to have been interred in the 
family cemetery overlooking the homeatead.2 

The Falert family were active in the history of the Manor Church. John 
Enllert, son of John Leonard, was a minister of the Manor Congregation. 
According to Henry, services were held in the vicinity in private houaea 
as early as 1790. The church was built in 1839 on one acre of land which 
was donated by Michael and Anna !lmert, apparently from thil farm.3 The 
property remained in the Eaaart faaily until 1866. 

1 

Maryland. 

2 

3 

J. Maurice Henry, History of the Church of the Bretheren in 
Elgin III: Bretheren Publishing Bouse (1936) p. 48. 

:ill!· 
Ibid. 
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Henry J. Maurice, History of the Church of the Bretheren in Maryland. 
Elgin, III: lrethereo Publ18hing.Bouae, 1936. 

Washington County Land Records. 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFININCO A RECTANGLE LOCATINCO THE PROPERTY 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

-.,.~~~~~~~~~-.-~~~~~~~~-1R1--~~~~~-0-F~L_E_s_s_T_H--,-AN~T~E~N;;....;.;A~C~R~E~S'------~~~--l-
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 90 acres. 

,Acreage Justification: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant: 
ORGANIZATION 
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 
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.,.,State Lial:son Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl ) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local 0 
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