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ABSTRACT 
WA-II-188 
Schlosser-Crane Farm 
Tilgbmanton-:Boonsboro Vicinity 
private 

1785,1850 

The fieldstone house on this farm, located on 
the bank of the Antietam Creek was built in 1785 with 
an addition constructed in 1850. The original section 
is outstanding as a dated example of Washington County's 
18th century vernacular architecture. It is one of the 
oldest structures in the Manor Church Road group. 
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COMMON: 

Schlosser-Crane Fara 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Manor cliurch B.oad 
CITY OR TOWN: 

T1lghllanton-Boona9oro Vicinity 
STATE COUNTY: 

Maryland 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District ~ Buildi"111 0 Public 

!JI Private 

0 Bath 
0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Iii Agrioulturo~ 
0 com-rciol 

0 Educotionol 

0 Entertainment 

WNER S NAME: 

0 Govern-nt 

0 Industrial 

Military 

Clar•ce B. Crane 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

_0_ In Pracess 

O Being Considered 

Parle 

Private RHidence 

Religious 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Route# l 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Boonsboro 
:fj} Jil.•A;tlQH Pf' Ml•lt Pl$~RttttOH 

COURTHOUSE, REGilSTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Waahington Count Court Boue 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

West Washi ton Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Maryland Historical Trust Surve I 2042 

Maryland Historical Truat - S'l'R T ANO NUM•ER: 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Annapolis 

---------- ---------·--

STATUS 

Iii Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 
in progress 

0 Tronsportotlon 

0 Other (Specif)') 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

YH: 

0 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

Iii No 

0 Comments 

21740 

0 County 0 Local 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
O Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 0 Excellent ZJ Good 
t--~~~~~-(CheckO-ne-)~~~~~~,..-~~~~~-(C-h-•c_k_O_n_~~~~~~---t 

it] Altered < SO"L 0 Uncltered 0 Moved it) Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ •O ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located on the south side of Manor Church Road on a bluff 
above the west bank of the Antietam Creek. It is situated on the edge of 
a steep bank and faces east. 

The structure is a two story, four bay dwelling cmstructed of coursed 
local limestone. The stones are relatively small and even in size. A two 
story, three bay ell also of stone construction extends to the rear or west 
A recessed double porch is present along its north elevation.. Much larger 
stones were used in the walls of the addition. A aoclern brick extension 
is attached to the ell. Decorative masonry includes flat arches of stone 
over original windows of the end -.Us aacl at the first story of the front 
elevation of the main section. Windows at the first, second and attic 
levels at the center of the north end wall have been walled-in and replaced 
with windows installed toward the ends of the wall at all three levels. 
Set high in the north gable is a date atone inscribed with the year 1785. 
Walla of the main section show evidence of having been covered with stucco 
at one time. The ell displays no decorative masomy. A date atone set in 
the west gable displays the initials D.S. and the year 1850. 

Windows appear to be spaced evenly in the front elevation. All openings 
in both sections have narrow frames which would appear to elate from the 
mid-19th century, and which hold six over six pane double hung sashes. 
Windows at the first and second story of the north end of the vest eleva­
tion of the ell light the double porch. Most window frames have hinge pins 
suggesting that shutters were present at one time. 

The main entrance is located in the northernmost bay of the east elevation. 
~dern double louvered doors are held within frames 1ilhich.appear to be con­
temporary with the windows. A small entrance porch with a low hipped roof 
shelters the front door. Other entrances are located at the rear elevation 
opposite the front door, and at the first and second story levels of the 
north elevation of the ell. 

The roof is covered with sheet metal and terminates with tapered barge 
boards set directly against the walls. ~lainJaozing finishes the eaves. 
Small brick chimneys with corbels at their tops are located inside each 
gable end. 

Just behind the house is a amall brick out kitchen displaying ccm1011 
bonding at all elevations. On the opposite aide of Manor Church Road from 
the house is a large frame bank barn with an unusual large semicircular 
section in its south gable. 

The buildings appear to be in good to excellent conditioo and are located 
on a tract containing 137.00 acres. 
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PERIOO (Checlc One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th C•ntury 

·= ··' 

CJ. 18th Century 

l!i(I 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE!Sl (llAppllcal>le •ndKnown) 1785. 1850·D.S. 
AREAS OF SICONI FICANCE (Checlc One or More •• Approprl•te) 

Abar iginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

Iii Architecture 

0 An 

0 Commerce 

0 Comm~nications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SICONIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

O Political 

0 ~eligion/Plri-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 .Urban Planning 

0 0th., (Specify) 

The area of significance of this hoase is its architecture. Constructed 
of coursed local fieldstone, it is particularly important as a dated ex­
ample of Waahington County's 18th century vernacular architecture. Built 
in 1785 it is one of the olc:lest, (1£ not the oldeat)structarea in the 
Manor Church Road group. Although dating froa the 18th century, the house 
appears to have had extensive alterations during the mid 19th century, 
probably about the time the aclclition •• built. The house is valuable, 
then, as reflecting both 18th and 19th century building techniques and 
trends. 

It would appear that both sections of the house were built by meabers of 
the Schlosser family. In various transactions between 1785 and 1798, 
Peter Schlosser acquired land along the Antietam Creek. In 1791, he had 
the land resurveyed into a tract containing 249\ acres which was called 
"Schluaer's Chance." It was made up of parts of the following earlier 
grants: "Smith's Choice," "Stoney Ridge," "Joe's Polly, 11 "Contentment," 
and "Resurvey On Content." It is not known when Peter Schloaser arrived 
in Washington County, although it would appear that he was the builder of 
the first section of the house. (Land Patent Volume 2, Page 85). 

According to Willim' History Of Washington Countr, Peter Schlosser waa 
a native of Germany who migrated to America well before 1800. Re and his 
wife, Susan, are said to have been buried at the "homeatead".1 Appar­
ently the farm passed on to Peter's son Jolua. On Augu.t 8, 1849. John an~ 
Elizabeth Schlosser sold 146\ acres to their son, David (Liber IR4, Folio 
495). It would seem that David Schlosser built tu acldition to the house 
in 1850 which is inscribed with the initials D.S. The property remained 
in the Schlosser family until 1884 (Liber 84, Folio 140}. 

1 T.J.C. Willimu. History Of Washington County. Vol. 2 
Hagerstown, Md: Mail Publishing Co., (1906) p. 872-3. 
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Washington County Land Records. 

Washington County Probate RecQr~. 

'Williama, T.J.C., History Of Washington County, Hagerstown, Md: 
Mail Publishing Co., 1906. 
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LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

"""'T----------~-------r------------------1Rr-------------o_F __ L_E_s_s_T_H--rAN~T-E_N __ A~C~R~E~S'-----------4 
CORNER LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 

NE 0 

SE 0 

!I 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

0 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 13 .oo acrea. 

·Acreage ~ustification: 

NAME ANO TITLE:° 

Paula Stouer Dickey, Consultant 
OR GANI Z"ATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey· 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Ba erstown land 
1~;, State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl ) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

DATE 

Decmber 1975 
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