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ABSTRACT 
WA-II-196 
Toms Farm 
Boonsboro-Funkstown Vicinity 
private 

19th Century 

This 19th century farmstead displays a collection 
of domestic and agricultural buildings utilizing a variety 
of regionally popular materials. The house is said to be 
dated 1857 and is of brick construction. It has two front 
doors side by side, an important vernacular form in this 
region where there is a strong Germanic influence. Log 
and stone construction are represented in the outbuildings 
and frame construction in the barn. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This farmstead is located at the end of a long private lane which extends in a northerly direc• 
tion from Toms Road, near Benevola, between Boonsboro and Funkstown in 'Washington County, Mary• 
land. The buildings are situated on rolling ground along Beaver Creek and face south. 

The house is a two story, five bay brick structure resting on low fieldstone foundations. 
Bricks forming the walls are laid in American bond at all elevation with five courses of 
stretchers between header rows. Plat arches of bricks are present above the openings. Windows 
have narrow frames finished with a bead at the inside edge. Six over six pane sashes are used 
at both first and second story windows. The upper story levels are, however, considerably' 
smaller than those at the main story. Hinge pins for shutters and shutters ''dogs" remain.: 
Several pairs of louvered shutters are present at windows at the back of the house. 

Entrances are located in the third and fourth bays from the west end of the front elevation. 
The doors appear to be treated. similarly, each having a transom. They are both protected by 
a one story, two bay shed roofed entrance porch supported by pairs of square pillars. This 
porch·has been enclosed with screen and has an early 20th century wooden framed screen do 
Other entrances are located in the rear elevation where a one story porch is enclos~ witi. 
glass. 

The roof is sheathed with standing seam sheet metal. Brick chimneys are located inside the 
end walls. Several courses of molding finish the eaves. 

The farm has a variety of outbuildings including a log smoke house with a steeply pitched 
hipped roof with wood shingles, a small log cabin and a stone spring house along Beaver Creek. 
The spring house has a finished upper story. It has openings with massive wide frames with 
pegged joints and doors with raised_ panels. A frame bank barn is also present. Numerous 
fieldstone fences could be seen along the lane entering the property and along Beaver Creek. 

The buildings appear to be in good condition and stand on a tract containing 145 acres. 
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Thi&. 19th century farmstead displays a collection of domestic and agricultural buildings uti• 
lizing a variety of regionally popular materials. The house is said to be dated 1857 and is 
of brick construction. It has two front doors side by side, an important vernacular form in 
this region where there is a strong Germanic influence. Log and stone construction are rep• 
resented in the outbuildings and frame construction in the barn. It should be noted that out
buildings such as kitchens, smoke houses and spring houses~have in many cases fallen into dis• 
u«- lt' have been removed. On this farm is a relatively complete set of the satellite farm 
ab. ...:tures. 
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey March 1978 
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County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street i91-3065 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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