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This late 13th = early 19th century stone house
and its related buildings was part of a grist milling
complex established by Peter Newcomer during the closing
years of the 18th century., Peter Newcomer came to Washw=
ington County from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, with
higz father and two brothers sometime before 1789 when he
acquired land near Little Beaver Creek. He was a member
of a prominent family who operated several mills on the
Beaver, Little Beaver and Antietam Creeks. This house
was presumably built by Peter Newcomer and like many of
its contemporaries utilizes the native limestone as its
congtruction material, It displays some unusually fine
federal style interior woodvwork,

According to tradition the front part of the
dwelling is predated by the ell,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farmhouse is located east of Route 40-A south of Benevola Church Road just east of
Benevola in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on a high bluff above Benevola
Church Road and Little Beaver Creek. It faces north, At the bottom of the hill at the
edge of the creek is the site of a grist mill which was associated with this property.

The dwelling is a two story, three bay structure built of coursed native limestone. A
two story, two bay ell or wing extends to the rear and a frame garage 1s attached to the
east gable wall., Flat arches of stucco or rough cast incised to look like uniform blocks
are present above the openings.

Windows which are large in relation to wall area appear to be spaced evenly. Wide frames
joined with pegs hold nine over six pane double hung sashes. The windows in the ell which
have two over two pane sashes are set lower than those in the main section with several feet
of masonry separating them from the roof plate. Most windows are flanked with pairs of
louvered shutters. '

The main entrance is located in the east bay of the front or north elevation, It is framed
similarly te the windows and includes a transom. A one story portico supported by pillars
following the doric form shelters the door.

The roof is covered with slates and extends beyond the end walls, The eaves are finish
with boxing under which runs a course of molding with small dentil work. A brick chimney
with corbels at its top is located inside the west gable end,

The entrance opens into a broad stair hall, West of the hall is a large room which was
formerly divided into two. The federal style fireplace mantel is trimmed with reeding and
pearl molding in an oval pattern. Interior doors have six raised panels,

Just east of the house is a square brick smoke house with a hipped roof which terminates
with a turned wooden finial. To the northeast are the foundations of a moderately large
bank barn. |

The house appears to be ‘in fair condition and stands on a 28,94 acre tract made up of parts
of the land grants, '"Wine Hall," '"Resurvey on Patricks Lot" and '"Pleasant Valley." The
structure does show evidence of having been damaged in recent years by blasting from a
nearby quarry.
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This late 18th = early 19th century stone house and its related buildings was part of a grist
milling complex established by Peter Newcomer during the closing years of the 18th century.
Peter Newcomer came to Washingtoh County from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, with his father
and two brothers sometime before 1789 when he acquired land near Little Beaver Creek, He
was a member of a prominent family who operated several mills on the Beaver, Little Beaver
and Antietam Creeks. This house was presumably built by Peter Newcomer and like many of its
contemporaries utilizes the native limestone as its consl:ruction material. It displays some
unusually fine federal style interior woodwork. . . According
to tradition the front part of the dwelling is predated by the ell.

Th~VWashington County Land Records show that Peter Newcomer, in various transactions between
1} and 1800, acquired parts of the land grants, 'Wine Hall," "The Resurvey on Patricks Lot"
and '"Pleasant Valley." The property was in the Newcomer family except for a brief period
following the death of Peter Newwcomer until 1887 when it was sold by Joseph Newcomer and his
wife Sarah to Joseph Eavey (90/117, 87/402, SS/580, I11/654, 481, AA/52). In the Chancery
Court Records concerning the estate of Jonathan Newcomer, Peter’s' son, in 1863, the improve=~
ments on the 80 acre property included a large three story mill dwelling house and out=-
buildings. (Chancery Record 8/210).

After 1887 the mill property changed hands numerous times until it was purchased by the
present owners in 1949, (98/333, 115/170, 120/672, 154/630, 159/295, 187/95, 226/208).

It is not known from present research when the mill ceased operation,
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