ABSTRACT

WAAII-248

Poffenberger Road Before 1855
Tilghmanton-Boongboro Vicinity

public

As one of Washington County's few remaining unpaved
roads, Poffenberger Road is significant for its contribution
to transportation and commerce in the County from before
1855 to the present. The upper portion of the road with its
picturesque stone fences and its 19th century appearance has
great scenic value.
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Poffenberger Road extends for approximately two miles from Manor Church Road
south to the Keedysville~Bakersville Road in Waghington County, Maryland.
Passing through rolling farmland studded with numerous limestone outcroppings,
it is one of Washington County's few remaining unpaved roads.

The southern portion of Poffenberger Road is new, having been rerouted along
the perimeter of a Pederal Military Reservation the "Fort Ritchie Site B,"
which includes two farms formerly owned by the Poffenberger family, between
the road and Maryland Route 65, the Sharpsburg Pike.

Limestone walls seen often in Washington County's countryside follow the edge
of the northern portion of the road which appears to remain in its original
location.

According to Volume I, Pages 702-704 of the Washington County Road Records, the
plat and gsurvey information for Poffenberger Road were recorded on November 17,
1855. Although the road now ends at Manor Church Road, it apparently led orig-
inally to Booth's Mill located on present Maryland Route 68. The road is des-
cribed as beginning at the public road leading from Williamgport to Boonsboro
near Booth's Mill and running on the bed of the 'old road" to the Keedysville-
Bakersville Road.
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As one of Washington County's few remaining unpaved roads, Poffenberger Road is
significant for its contribution to transportation and commerce in the County
from before 1855 to the present. The upper portion of the road with its pictur-
esque stone fences and its 19th century appearance has great scenic value.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey April 1976
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Court House Amnex 791-3065
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Hagerstown Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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