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ABSTRACT 
lWtII-248 
Poffenberger Road 
Tilghmanton-Boonsboro Vicinity 
public 

Before 1855 

As one of Washington County's few remaining unpaved 
roads, Poffenberger Road is significant for its contribution 
to transportation and comnerce in the County from before 
1855 to the present. The upper portion of the road with its 
picturesque atone fences and its 19th century appearance has 
great scenic value. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
District 12 
Map 67 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Poffenberger Road 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Near Manor Church Road 
CITY. l'OWN CONGRESSl<mAL DISTRICT 

v1c1N1TY OF Tilghtunton-Boonaboro 
STATE 

Maryland 

IJcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT lC...PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

z.SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

lt.OC~UPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

lC. YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

COUNTY 

Wuhington 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE R~SIDENCI 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL -lCTRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Board of County Commiaaioners of Washington County Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington County Court House 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown - VICINITY OF 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Washington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE ' zip code 
Maryland 21740 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL ---5TATE _COUNTY __LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

XEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

XALTERED <: 5()"4 _MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Poffenberger Road extends for approximately two miles from Manor Church Road 
south to the Keedysville-Bakersville Road in Washington County, Maryland. 
Passing through rolling farmland studded with numerous limestone outcroppings, 
it is one of Washington County's few raaaining unpaved roads. 

The southern portion of Poffenberger Road is new, having been rerouted along 
the perimeter of a Peder al Military R.eaervation the ''Port Ritchie Site B," 
which includes two farms formerly owned by the Poffenberger family, between 
the road and Maryland Boute 65, the Sharpsburg Pike. 

Limestone walls seen often in Washington County's countryside follow the edge 
of the northern portion of the road which appears to remain in its original 
location. 

According to Volume I, Pages 702-704 of the Washington County Road Records, the 
plat and survey information for Poffenberger Road were recorded on November 17, 
1855. Although the road now ends at Manor Church Road, it apparently led orig­
inally to Booth's Mill located on present Maryland Route 68. The road is des­
cribed as beginning at the public road leading from Williamsport to Boonsboro 
near Booth's Mill and running on the bed of the ''old road" to the Keedysville­
Bakeraville Road. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

l•A 
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW •00-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE 

. _1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1700-1 799 -ART 

- 1 800- 1 899 x._coM MER CE 

. _1900- _COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

z_TRANSPORTATION 

::JC.OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Scenic Value 

As one of Washington County's f• remaining unpaved roads, Poffenberger Road is 
significant for ita contribution to transportation and coamerce in the County 
from before 1855 to the present. The upper portion of the road with its pictur­
esque atone fences and its 19th century appearance has great scenic value. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET lf NECESSARY 

IIIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 

April 1976 
TELEPHONE 

791-3065 
STt.TE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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