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11. NAME 
COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THr INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Keedy House 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

~\IA-1l - 2..~ 
2. 2.0S'15 22-~4 

-·~------~~~~--~~~~~~--
ST A TE· 

Maryland 
COUNTY: 

! Washington 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

JUL 2 5 1914 

f2. LOCATIO_N ____________________________ --:::---------1 

9 

lnREE-T ANDNuMsER=t,"l/J .- - f3c"•::!- 0 ., 0 af.f Barnes Road _ 

1

-0ne--mi·le-west-·of :A.·lter:Rate U.S.~;- 40fon the -East--side--of/·'"--
c1TY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 

' 
~r.thw..es.t--of Boonsboro 

STATE 

Marv land 
l.:i·. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Checlr. One) 

0 District XJ Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 .Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

(4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER"S NAME: 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 Public 

~Private 

O Bath 

Go\oernment 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

Georqe S. Maharay 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

4004 Dresden Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Kensinoton 
l~, LOCATION OF _l,.~GA_L DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

'/I,::_. ~ixt-h 

I CODE COUNTY: i CODE 

I 24 Washinoton I 043 
.. ·.' 

QWNERSHIP STATUS 
I ACCESSIBLE 

I TO THE PUBLIC 

0 

XJ 
0 
0 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 0 U 
. d [J Restricted 

noccupre 

0 Being Considered 

[X Occupied l Yes: 

0 Unrestricted 
0 Pr~s<rvotion work~ No 

In progress r__J 

Park ~cirit,.· 0 Commer"ts 

Pri'Vote Residen:.e CT r r,~pec/ 
(O-\ Religious 12 ;:- ,('(\ 

Scientific ;"t<:.y \"(lLU\IL..u \/\ - .. ... "". ·~ 
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::s: 
Pl 

~ 
1--' 
Pl 

":ODF 

lg, 24 
STATE: '-.....!. l I '(..\'_..}/ 

.Marvland 20795 

~ 
Ill 
en Washington County Courthouse 
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!-'· 
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rt 

CITY OR TOWN: STA Tr_ 
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p. DESCRIPTION 
·---·--------------------------------1 

0 

CONDITION 
0 Exceller.: 

0 Altered 

!Xi Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

KJ Unaltered 

((;heel< One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
1-0-E-S-,--C R_l_B_E_T_H_E_P_;RL-E-5-EN-T-AN_O_O_R_I (i-1 N_A_L_(_lt_k_n_ow-n) PH y SIC AL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexpoud 

(Cl1ecl< One) 

[] Moved U Original Site 

Approximately three miles northwest of Boonsboro, on the south 
bank of Beaver Creek and east side of Barnes Road is the Keedy 
House. Facing south it is two and one half stories and is 
built of coursed grey stone. It is three bays wide and two 
deep. The entrance is in the east bay with a single nine over 
nine light window with heavy muntins in each of the other bays. 
The eastern most window in the second floor has six over six 
lights while the other two are modern one over one sash. The 
frames of the windows and door are very plain and held together 
with wood pins. Surmounting each window is a stone segmental 
arch. Flanking the center window in the second floor are 
small, arched recesses, perhaps intended to contain date mark
ers. A brick chimney pierces the gable roof between the center 
and east bays. Over the doorway is a small one story porch. 
The railings are mortised into the four square posts. and 
fastened with wood pegs. 

The west end has two windows on each floor. On the first floor 
the north window has six over six lights and the south one, 
twelve over eight. On the second floor the north window has 
six over six lights and the south, one over one. Centered in 
the gable is a six light casement window. 

The first story on the north side is built partially into the 
hillside. There is a door in the west bay and a six over six 
sash window in the center, with a six over six light window 
over these. A shed-roofed screened porch covers the first 
story. Projecting from the east bay is a one room addition 
with a six over six light window on the west side. The north 
end of the addition has an inside end chimney that is brick 
above the roof. 

The east side of the addition has a door in the south bay and 
six over six window in the north. The east end of the main 
house has a nine over six light window in each of the two bays, 
on the first floor and two windows, six over six lights, 
directly above-these. As on the west end there is a six light 
casement window centered in the last gable. 

The first floor has three rooms. The entrance room, with a 
huge stone fireplace on the west interior wall, extends across 
the east end of the house. There is a molded and beaded chair 
rai~ in this room. In the.northwest corner is a stairway en
closed with vertical boarding. North of this room is the ad
dition with another huge fireplace on the north wall. To the 
west of the eri~rance are two rather long and narrow rooms. 
This information was obtained by looking in the windows. 

(See Continuation Sheet} 
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f'd. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More e:ii; Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian i 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

KJ 18th Century 

0 19rh Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISl (If Applicable andKnown) Ca. 1790-..,1800 
AREAS Or SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Al:..,. iginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

~ Agriculture 

~ Architecture 

0 Art 

O Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

O Education 

O Engineering 

O Industry 

O Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 .Literat:.ire 

0 Military 

O Music 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

~ Other (Specify) 

local history 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I 
Probably built soon after Michael Taylor bought the property 1 

in 1791, the Keedy House was erected on a 256 1/2-acre tract, ~ 
which amount constituted a farm of moderate size. The house isj 
an extant example of the type of farmhouse built in Washington 1 

County during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. I 
It is a two story house with small rooms built of the gray 1 

stone found in the county. This brief description could be I 
-that of any number of farmers 1 homes that once dotted the I 
countryside and it stands as a visible reminder of the families! 
who lived and farmed in this area. As such, the Keedy House ' 
should be preserved as an example of the vernacular architec
ture of the late eighteenth century. 

In 1842, Jacob Keedy, a farmer, bought about one quarter of 
the prope'rty which had belonged to Taylor and sold it again in I 
1869 as part of a larger tract. It is his name that the house 
bears today. The Keedys originally came to Washington C~unty 
from Germany where they has spelled their name "Guting." 
Henry Keedy (or Heinrich Guting} the founder of this branch 
of the family in Maryland is thought by the family to have 
been one of the early irnmigrants.2 His· son Jacob H. had three 

1 

sons, Samuel, John J., and Jacob. Jacob, owner of the Keedy 
House, was a farmer as his father was, but Samuel and John 
settled the town of Centreville in the 1830 1 s. Samuel erected I 
the first brick structure in the town and kept a store in it 
for thirty-.four years. John, a miller, buiJ. t Baker Mills 

lwilliarns, T.J.C. A History of Washington County, Maryland, ... , 
Reprint of 1906 Edition (Baltimore: Regional Publishing 
Co., 1968}, p. 1260. 

2williarns, p. 1260. 

(See Continuation Sheet) ;;7' 

-.
.. ~.;;;::. ·: 

..._ ______________________________________________________________________________________________ __ 



' \ 1·, 
_»\~ fc.-m 10-3000 

(Jvly 1969) 

(Number all entrle•) 

UNl1ED STATES DEPARH•.dH OF THt INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PAF<.K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

#7 Description (Continued) 

ST ATE 

1--r-_1a __ r_y_l_a_n_d __ W._A_-J!_ dj L/ 
COUNTY 

\fashington 

ENTRY NUMBER 

j 

West of the Keedy House is a small stone bank house, two bays 
wide and two deep. On the west is a two story porch. A small 
plank door is· located in the south bay of the lower level. There 
is a north door and south window on the upper level of the porch. 

In the stone south end are two windows on the main floor with 
two small gable windows above. There is also a small window in 
the west bay on the lower level. A stone and brick chimney 
emerges at the peak of the north and south gables. 

Across the road is a small stone spring house. There is a door 
and tiny window on the west side. The stone of both these 
b~ildings is identical to that of the Keedy House. 

f 8 Significance (Continued) 

quite near the town. Both of these brothers owned much of the 
land on which the town was built. When it had grown large enough 
to need a post office, an application was also made to have its 
name changed to avoid confusion with Centreville in Queen Anne's 
County. Because there were more Keedys than any other name on 
the petition, the town was called Keedysville. In spite of this 
small notoriety, the Keedys were for the most part ordinary 
citizens who farmed the land and worked in the local towns as 
did the majority of other Americans during the nineteenth century 

GPO 921-724 



-, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland •.• Reprint of - 1882 edition. Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co. 1968. 

Washington County Records in the Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md 

Williams, Thomas J.C. A History of Washington County, Maryland, ... , Reprint of 1906 Edition. Baltimore: Regional 
Publishing Company., 1968. 

r 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND l ONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 
L~TITUPE AN.C' LC>NGl_T"JDE COO_ROJ .... A:tJ;$ 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO<>£RTY DEFINING Tt-11.:. \-t.r.oTC.R POINl OF A PrcOPERTY 

Ri---- OF LES_s THAN TEN ACRES -
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 

42' 
. 0 . . 0 . . 39 32 22 77 04 

NE 39 
0 32' 21· 77 0 41' SS. 

SE 39 0 32' 2r 77 0 41' Sl • 
(W "Tn ii '2 ')I 1 0. .,.., _o A,,, 

""" ·-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY?' 35 acres /'\ \ ;>i1-L. f)' / 'r-.. 
fLIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR c;r~~YBWNC?.,~S~>\ 
STATE: CODE COUNTY q ''t.CffVEO ~\ CODE 

. ,..,.._\ 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

~ 
wuy 7 

1974 I- I CODE 

NA..,.'"'· R 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: '0:_£G1§/AL ,§I CODE 

tR , 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

~l/fli~ CODE 

Hl>FORM PREPARED BY 
-cc . · •. ·. ........ .. .. · ... ·• .· · ... ..... .. ....... · 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Pamela James, Ann Hill Summer Interns 
ORGANIZATION IOATE 

Marv land Historical Trust Auaust 7. 197 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Annaoolis M::irvl ::inn 24 
p2. STATE UAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION ::.:•.·. NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION .. ·. 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation.Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

--~W~~ "valuated accordine; to the c-iteria and procerures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Director, Office ~r~o%¢i•loric Pre•ervation level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State !Kl Local 0 

o/JQA~c0J ~J~;;F D,.te -

Name 

Orlando Ridout IV ATr;:z~ ~Jfa, 4c~ Title 

State Historic UcJt~ Keeper of The National Re~isteO 
Preservation Officer - d!,:l/7{/ Date l 2l?UZ3 Date 
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lc•.n I0-301 
(Jwly 1960) 

I. NAME 

UNI fED Sl,\lL'.. f•i !'"i\ l~'.1.IH OF 1;11. INTU~IOI~ 
NATICl~IAL PARK SERVICE 

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

NUMERl~OOE (.AHl,Zned by NPS) 

(' 
ANO/OR HISTORIC COMMON 

Keed House 
2. LOCATION 
aTATE • COUNTY 

Mar land Washin ton 
aTREET ANO NUMBER 

Barnes Road, one mile west of Alternate U.S. 40 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE OATE 

USGS 7.5 minute 
Funk town 1953 

REQUIREMENTl1 P~QJ!.&.R..'t¥ 80UNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW1 

................ -- ( 

TOWN 

ff> 
rJ' 

Boonsboro 

SCALE 

GPO 932.0IO 
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