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18th Century 

Eakle's }Iill, site of a 19th and early 20th 
century grist mill is significant as a turn of the 
century village centered around an industry. The 
mill and land on whic~ the village stands was owned 
by the Snively family from the 18th century until 
1932. The two oldest buildings in the village made 
up the Snively farm. 
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Eakle's Hill is located on Ht. Briar Road, south of Keedysville in nashington County, Maryland. 
The village includes a group of residences and a church which are centered near the site of a 
former grist mill. The mill was in operation during the 19th and possibly during the late 18th 
century. 

At each end of the village is an 18th or early 19th century house, each one bei~ part of a 
I 

farm which descended through the Snively family from the late 18th cenl'\lry until 1932. The 
farm was knm·m as the Snively farrn and as Eakle's Hill. The house at the north end of the 
village is an 18th century log and stone structure described in form liA-II-278. The second 
house, located at the south end of Eakle's Mills is described here. It is a two and one half 
story, three bay stone dvJelling with a t~-10 story, three bay ell or wing addition extending to 
the rear. The house is situat.ed on sloping ground on the west side of Mt. Briar Road and 
faces east. 

This dwelling is constructed of native limestone and displays flat arches with rough keystones 
above the ·window and door openings. Relatively small flat stones were used to form the walls 
which have been coated with layers of whitewash. Since the house is built into a slope, a 
full three stories are exposed at the front elevation. ''?indows and doors are relatively ~11 
in relation to wall area. Most openings are not vertically aligned with each other in th 
walls. They have massive fra111es with mortise and tenon joints secured with pegs. These win­
dows and .door frames are trir.nned with quarter round molding. In the front section of the 
house most window· sashes are replacements with two over t'tJO panes. 1-fain story windo·ws are 
longer than those at the upper level. Small windows light the attic and cellar. Narrower 
framing was used for openings in the addition. These windows have six over six pane sashes. 
Pintles in the window frames indicate that shutters were present at one time. 

The main entrance is located in the central bay of the front elevation, off set toward the 
north end of the house. Above thP. door is a narrow transom. Another entrance opens into the 
cellar from the central area of the front elevation. A hipped roof porch extends across the 
main level of the front wall. It has Victorian trim with scroll cut brackets. Other entra~­
ces are located in the north and south elevations of the addition. Evidence remains of a 
t~~ story porch at the south l-1Cill of the ell. The porch roof is now supported with t~~ story 
square post. 

Standing seam tin sheaths the roof w'.lich terminates with barge boards set directly against the 
end walls. Relatively small brick chimneys are located inside the gables. Another chimney 
rises from the interior of the ell just west of its center. 

The site of the mill was across Ht. Briar P_oad, northeast of this house. Parts of the race­
way remain. 

All buildings in the village appear to be in good condition. The stone house stands on a 
tract containing 4.20 acres with the rest of the village spread over approximately 15 acres~ 
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~akle's Hill, site of a 19th and early 20th century grist mill is significant as a turn of the 
century village centered around an industry. The mill and land on l:rhich the village stands 
was owned by the Sniv.ely family fron the 18th century until 1932. The two oldest buildings in 
the village made up the Snively farm. One of the houses a log structure with a stone addition 
is describe<l in forn T!A-II-278. The other old house wh.fch shares significance with the first ' 
has been described in this form. ,\rchitecturally, its exterior appearance ·would suggest a 
construction date for the front section, during the late 18th or very early 19th century. The 
~.;ing which i~ an addition as evidenced by varia,tions in the masonry would appear to date from 
th~--l9th century. Built of native stone the house reflects early folk or vernacular const~uc­
ti. .Jf the lower Cumberland Valley. 

The Snively family who oi:-mec! t!"le property for most of its history· is of Gerr::.an origin. Re­
cords in ·"ashincton County do not indicate when Conrad Snavely, the first me~ber of the family 
to mm property here settled in the I(eedysville area. He was, however, a native of Germany 
w:10 c~-ne to this country, first residing in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and then moving 
to T!ashington County, !Iaryland. Apparently at his death in 1804, Conrad Snively left most of 
his land to his son, Casper. C~sper Snively had t~ sons, Jacob and John. Jacob lived on 
the farm, now Eakle' s Hills •·1here he kept a wagon stand and hotel in addition to a grist mill 
.::nd saw mill. One of Jacob's daughters married Hartin Eakle and possibly this connection 
resulted in the name Eakle 1 s :-an. The property descended through the Snively family until 
1932. It is not known which member of the family built this house or the log house locntec 
to the north. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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